	Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and before the summary and inserting in its place the following:





	'Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §285, sub-§3-D is enacted to read:





	3-D.  Coverage under group health insurance plan for spouse and dependents after death of retiree. If the spouse or other dependents of a retiree who is eligible pursuant to subsection 1, paragraph G and subsection 1-A are covered by the group health plan and the retiree dies while enrolled in the group health plan, the spouse or dependents must have the opportunity to continue coverage under the plan after the death of the retiree by making the premium payment for the cost of that coverage. In the case of underage dependent children, coverage must be available at least until the dependent children reach 19 years of age.'








SUMMARY





	This amendment replaces the bill.  The amendment guarantees that a spouse or other dependents of a retiree enrolled in the group health plan may continue coverage under the plan after the death of the retiree by making the premium payments for the cost of that coverage.  This protection is similar to current law covering spouses and other dependents of state employees who die while in employment.
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