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OFFICE OF 
POLICY 
INNOVATION & 
THE FUTURE

 GOPIF Current Projects

 Climate Policy & Programs
• Maine Climate Council
• Community Resilience Partnership

• Coordination Across State Government
• Maine Jobs & Recovery Plan
• Bipartisan Infrastructure Law
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GOPIF MISSION:

Governor’s Office of Policy Innovation & the Future was created by 
Governor Janet Mills in 2019. The Governor said: 

I am following the advice of writer Kurt Vonnegut, who said “Every 
government ought to have a Department of the Future.” And so my 
administration will create an Office of Innovation and the Future. This 
office will dive into major policy challenges, foster collaboration and 
propose concrete, workable solutions.

Mission: To foster collaboration and innovative solutions to help solve 
Maine’s most important long-term challenges.



MAJOR GOPIF PROJECTS 2019 - 2023

• Climate Policy Leadership and Planning including the ongoing work of the Maine Climate 
Council and Maine Won’t Wait plan coordination and implementation, the Community 
Resilience Partnership Program, and State Lead by Example program

• Children’s Cabinet 
• Aging Cabinet
• Director of Opioid Response & Response Plan Coordination
• Maine Jobs & Recovery Plan (MJRP) & MJRP Workforce Cabinet
• Housing Policy & Coordination
• Cross-Cabinet Projects & Communications – State COVID websites and response projects, 

Maine Jobs & Recovery Plan Coordination, and past projects like coordination of the Governor’s 
Economic Recovery Committee

• Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Committee and BIL Working Groups (Resilience, Broadband)
• Coming: Coordinator of the “Ending Hunger by 2030 Plan”  



MAINE CLIMATE COUNCIL -- LD 1679
Governor's Bill sponsored by Senator David Woodsome   

Overwhelming bipartisan support, signed June 2019



MAINE CLIMATE COUNCIL–CLIMATE PLAN & ACTION

5



Maine Climate Council 

The 39-member Maine Climate Council, an 
assembly of scientists, industry leaders, bipartisan 
local and state officials, is responsible for 
developing Climate Action Plans for Maine every 
four years.

Six working groups comprised of 230+ volunteer 
members recommend strategies to the Council. 

An expert Scientific and Technical Subcommittee
is responsible for identifying the impacts of climate 
change in Maine.

Scientific & Technical
Subcommittee

Buildings, 
Infrastructure, 

& Housing

Transportation Energy

Coastal & Marine Natural & 
Working Lands

Community Resilience Planning, 
Public Health, & 

Emergency Management 

Maine 
Climate Council

Equity
Subcommittee





“Maine Won’t Wait demonstrates 
the importance of planning in 

ensuring programming and policy 
decisions move the needle 

toward a more resilient future.”





Maine 4 Climate Action Plan Goals

• Reduce Maine’s greenhouse gas emissions 

• Make Maine more resilient to the impacts of    
climate change

• Foster economic opportunity and prosperity 

• Advance equity through Maine’s response



Maine’s 8 Climate Action Strategies

A. Embrace the Future 
of Transportation 
in Maine 

B. Modernize 
Maine's Buildings 

C. Reduce Carbon 
Emissions the Energy 
and Industrial Sectors 
through Clean Energy 
Innovation

D. Grow Maine’s Clean 
Energy Economy and 
Good Jobs

E. Protect Maine’s 
Environment and Working 
Lands and Waters, Increase 
Carbon Sequestration

F. Build Healthy and 
Resilient 
Communities

G. Invest in 
Climate-Ready 
Infrastructure

H. Engage People 
and Communities 
in Climate Impacts 
and Program 
Opportunities





www.maine.gov/climateplan/dashboard



Community Resilience Partnership
www.maine.gov/future/climate/community-resilience-partnership

Purpose
Through grants and technical 
assistance, the Community 
Resilience Partnership assists 
communities to:
• reduce carbon emissions, 
• transition to clean energy, and
• become more resilient to climate 

change effects such as to extreme 
weather, flooding, rising sea levels, 
public health impacts, and more.



Community Resilience Partnership

$4.75 million in the biennial budget (FY22-23) for local, tribal, and regional grants to 
reduce carbon emissions and prepare for climate change impacts

3 types of funding opportunities
• Grants to communities for planning and implementation
• Grants to service provider organizations to help communities get started
• Contracts with regional coordinators to support communities in implementation 

and securing funding

www.maine.gov/future/climate/community-resilience-partnership



More than 100 Maine 
communities 

engaged!

• 128 participating communities

• 81 fully enrolled communities

• 47 communities working with 
Service Providers to enroll

Fall 2022 Grant round:

• 12 new Service Provider Grant 
awards to help 36 additional 
communities get started

• 49 new Community Action Grant 
awards to 54 communities



Diverse Communities & Projects Across the State

Community Solar project in Limestone, Maine Town and state leaders in Norway, Maine



Maine Jobs & Recovery Plan

Maine.gov/jobsplan



Bipartisan Infrastructure Law 

Maine.gov/BIL



Contacts
Maine Climate Council Co-Chairs

Director Hannah Pingree, GOPIF & Commissioner Melanie Loyzim, Maine DEP 

Hannah.Pingree@maine.gov

Sarah Curran – Deputy Director, Climate Planning & Community Partnerships, GOPIF

Sarah.Curran@maine.gov

Jessica Scott – Senior Climate Advisor, GOPIF

Jessica.Scott@maine.gov

Brian Ambrette – Senior Climate Resilience Coordinator, GOPIF

Brian.Ambrette@maine.gov

GOPIF: maine.gov/future 

Climate Plan & Reports: maine.gov/climateplan

Biennial Emissions Reports: Maine.gov/dep
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