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Setting the stage: Sentiment

• Member municipalities are supportive of Maine’s solid waste 
hierarchy 
▪ 130th Legislative Session

✓LD 57 An Act To Reduce the Landfilling of Municipal Solid Waste

✓LD 1911 An Act To Prohibit the Contamination of Clean Soils with So-called Forever 
Chemicals

✓LD 1964 An Act To Create the Maine Redevelopment Land Bank Authority

✓ (NFNA) LD 1639 An Act To Protect the Health and Welfare of Maine Communities and 
Reduce Harmful Solid Waste

• Tales from a transfer station manager



Setting the stage: CDD

Misnomer of CDD

Resource recovery 
and recycling 

facilities for CDD 
are few and far 

between, and are 
largely receiving 

out-of-state waste

Transfer station 
capacity; 

infrastructure and 
human resources

Correlation 
between costs and 
efficiency of solid 

waste disposal with 
illegal dumping

Source: www.wastetodaymagazine.com



Setting the stage: Finances (MSW)

Solid waste management is the 
fastest growing cost center for 
municipal budgets.

Early FY 2021 projections are 
approximately $95 Million in 
collection, disposal, and recycling 
costs.

Divide between revenue and 
expenses expected to continue to 
grow



Municipal Considerations 



Private Sector Considerations
• Disincentives to demolition may encourage leapfrogging, or 

development of virgin soil rather than redevelopment
• Blighted, abandoned, functionally obsolete properties

• Technology and best practices of developers and contractors

• Expansion of recycling markets

Abandoned house in Winslow

Source: www.centralmaine.com

Stenton Trust mill in Sanford

Source: www.pressherald.com



LA County 
Ordinance



Recycling or Reuse facilities in 
LA County



CalRecycle:
What flexibility does a jurisdiction have when applying 
CALGreen?

The code includes exceptions to the requirements. The exceptions generally 
apply if adequate diversion facilities do not exist. 

Each of these exceptions allows a reduced or alternate compliance requirement. 
There is an exception for demolition waste diversion in consideration of local 
recycling facilities and markets for non-residential occupancies. CalRecycle
recommends that the recycling coordinator collaborate with their building 
departments/ inspectors to develop any appropriate exemptions. 



CalRecycle:
Could a city that is looking to adopt a C&D ordinance save 
time by just finding another city of similar size and 
conditions that has already adopted an ordinance, and 
adopt it?

Every city is different, and each waste stream is different. If a city is considering 
adoption of a C&D ordinance, while it may benefit by knowing about how C&D 
ordinances are working in neighboring or similar jurisdictions, it should base 
their ordinance on conditions specific to the city. The city should identify its 
infrastructure and know its own waste stream and then tailor the ordinance to its 
diversion needs.


