
Media Highlights
W h a t  t h e y  a r e  s a y i n g  a b o u t  D A C F

J a n u a r y  2 0 2 2



“Milk Companies Look 
West, Pressuring 
Northeast Dairy 
Farmers”
A m a n d a  B e a l ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e  M a i n e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  
F o r e s t r y ,  s a i d  s h e  w a s  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  l a r g e r  
o r g a n i c  f a r m s  i n  t h e  W e s t  w e r e  n o t  b e i n g  h e l d  t o  
t h e  s a m e  s t a n d a r d s  a s  t h o s e  i n  t h e  N o r t h e a s t .  
T w o  r u l e s  f o r  o r g a n i c  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  s e t  b y  t h e  
U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  h a v e  l o n g  b e e n  
b o n e s  o f  c o n t e n t i o n :  t h o s e  r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  o r g a n i c  
l i v e s t o c k  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  p a s t u r e ,  a n d  t h e  “ o r i g i n  
o f  l i v e s t o c k ”  r u l e  l i m i t i n g  t h e  c o n v e r s i o n  o f  
c o n v e n t i o n a l  c o w s  t o  o r g a n i c .

M s .  B e a l  s a i d  s h e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  t h e  p a s t u r e  
r u l e  m o r e  e v e n l y  e n f o r c e d  b y  o r g a n i c  c e r t i f i e r s  
n a t i o n w i d e .  S h e  s a i d  s h e  a l s o  h o p e d  t h a t  t h e  
U . S . D . A .  w o u l d  s o o n  c l a r i f y  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  
l i v e s t o c k  r u l e  t o  e l i m i n a t e  l o o p h o l e s  u s e d  b y  
l a r g e r  d a i r i e s .

https://www.nytimes.com

2022/01/05

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/05/business/organic-dairy-farms-new-england.html


“Pandemic shows 
need for strong local 
food systems”
A s  t h e  U S D A  s a i d  l a s t  y e a r ,  C O V I D  " e x p o s e d  a  
f o o d  s y s t e m  t h a t  w a s  r i g i d ,  c o n s o l i d a t e d ,  a n d  
f r a g i l e . "  M a i n e  c a n  p l a y  a  b i g  r o l e  i n  m a k i n g  i t  
l e s s  s o .

U n d e r  a  p l a n  t o  b o o s t  l o c a l  f o o d  p r o d u c t i o n  —
c o n c e i v e d  i n  p a r t  b y  A m a n d a  B e a l ,  n o w  G o v .  
M i l l s '  a g r i c u l t u r e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  — M a i n e  w o u l d  
b e c o m e  t h e  c e n t r a l  p r o d u c e r  i n  N e w  E n g l a n d  —
s o m e t h i n g  o n l y  o u r  s t a t e  h a s  t h e  a c r e a g e  t o  d o .

T h i s  v i s i o n  h a s  M a i n e  s u p p l y i n g  h a l f  t h e  f o o d  t o  
t h e  r e g i o n  b y  2 0 6 0 .  I n  a n o t h e r  e f f o r t ,  M a i n e ' s  
d i e t  w o u l d  b e  m a d e  u p  o f  3 0 %  l o c a l l y  s o u r c e d  
f o o d s  b y  2 0 3 0 .

EDITORIALS
2022-1-10

https://www.centralmaine.com/opinion/editorials/
https://www.centralmaine.com/opinion/editorials/


“Maine state parks set 
all-time attendance 
record in 2021”
A t t e n d a n c e  w a s  u p  8 %  o v e r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  a l l - t i m e  
r e c o r d s e t  i n  2 0 2 0 .  T h a t  m e a n s  m o r e  t h a n  3 . 3  
m i l l i o n  v i s i t o r s  h e a d e d  t o  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  1 2  s t a t e  
p a r k  c a m p g r o u n d s  a n d  4 8  p a r k s  a n d  h i s t o r i c  
s i t e s .

“ I t  i s  g r e a t  t o  s e e  m o r e  p e o p l e  t h a n  e v e r  
e n j o y i n g  o u r  t r a i l s ,  c a m p g r o u n d s ,  b e a c h e s  a n d  
p o n d s , ”  C o m m i s s i o n e r  A m a n d a  B e a l  s a i d  i n  a  
p r e s s  r e l e a s e .  “ O u r  b e a u t i f u l  s t a t e  p a r k s  a r e  g o -
t o  d e s t i n a t i o n s  f o r  M a i n e  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  v i s i t o r s  
a s  t h e y  l o o k  t o  f i n d  a c c e s s i b l e  a n d  w e l c o m i n g  
o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s . ”

https://www.wabi.tv › 
2022/01/06

https://www.wabi.tv/2022/01/06/maine-state-parks-break-visitation-record-2021/


“Abandoned railroad 
corridor to become 
new multi-use trail”
A n  a b a n d o n e d  r a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r  i n  C e n t r a l  M a i n e  
i s  b e i n g  c o n v e r t e d  t o  a  n e w  m u l t i - u s e  t r a i l .

T h e  t r a i l ,  k n o w n  a s  t h e  M a d i s o n  B r a n c h ,  s p a n s  3 2  
m i l e s  a c r o s s  K e n n e b e c  a n d  S o m e r s e t  C o u n t i e s .

T h e  M i l l s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n n o u n c e d  T u e s d a y  t h e  
t r a i l  i t  w i l l  b e c o m e  a  m a j o r  c o n n e c t o r  t o  t h e  
M a i n e  I n t e r c o n n e c t e d  T r a i l  S y s t e m  a n d  M a i n e  A T V  
T r a i l  S y s t e m .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  
F o r e s t r y  p u r c h a s e d  i t  f r o m  P a n  A m  R a i l w a y s  f o r  a  
l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  a  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .

https://www.wabi.tv/2021/11/30/
abandoned-railroad-corridor-
become-new-multi-use-trail/
2021/11/30

https://www.wabi.tv/2022/01/06/maine-state-parks-break-visitation-record-2021/
https://www.wabi.tv/2022/01/06/maine-state-parks-break-visitation-record-2021/


“Maine to expand 
mental health help for 
farmers”
F a r m e r s  i n  M a i n e  a n d  b e y o n d  h a v e  h a d  t o  
c o n t e n d  w i t h  t h e  c o r o n a v i r u s  p a n d e m i c ,  d r o u g h t s  
a n d  s u p p l y  c h a i n  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  r e c e n t  m o n t h s  
a n d  y e a r s ,  B e a l  s a i d .  S h e  s a i d  t h e  s t r e s s  
a s s i s t a n c e  n e t w o r k  w i l l  p r o v i d e  d i r e c t  s e r v i c e  f o r  
f a r m e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  r e f e r r a l s  f o r  f a r m e r s  
a n t i c i p a t i n g  s t r e s s  a n d  c o n f l i c t .

T h e  e f f o r t  w i l l  a l s o  i n v o l v e  b r o a d e n i n g  t h e  
p r o v i d e r s  w h o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  n e e d s  o f  
a g r i c u l t u r e  w o r k e r s ,  B e a l  s a i d .

https://apnews.com/article/business-
maine-us-department-of-agriculture-
forestry-health-
0fdece81d2688f0cdda080081a0bf3fa
November 9, 2021

https://apnews.com/article/business-maine-us-department-of-agriculture-forestry-health-0fdece81d2688f0cdda080081a0bf3fa


“Maine Is Asking You To 
Help '#Knockout 
Browntail' In February”
E n c o u n t e r s  w i t h  h a i r s  f r o m  b r o w n t a i l  m o t h  
c a t e r p i l l a r s  c a n  c a u s e  m i l d  t o  s e v e r e  r a s h e s  a n d  
r e s p i r a t o r y  i s s u e s .  B r o w n t a i l  m o t h  c a t e r p i l l a r s  
o v e r w i n t e r  i n  w e b s  t h a t  m a y  h a v e  f r o m  a  c o u p l e  
d o z e n  t o  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  c a t e r p i l l a r s  e a c h .  S o m e  
p e o p l e  s a y  t h e y  e x p e r i e n c e  i t c h i n g  w i t h  f e w e r  
t h a n  1 0  w e b s  p e r  t r e e  o r  s h r u b ;  o t h e r s  s a y  t h e y  
h a v e  n o  s y m p t o m s  f r o m  h e a v i e r  i n f e s t a t i o n s  
a r o u n d  t h e i r  y a r d s .  

W i n t e r  i s  t h e  b e s t  t i m e  t o  s p o t  a n  i n f e s t a t i o n  
a n d  t a k e  s t e p s  t o w a r d s  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  
c a t e r p i l l a r s  a n d  r e d u c i n g  t h e  i t c h .  

Follow the four Rs to help knockout 
browntail caterpillars in our communities 
and reduce the itch!
01/04/2022

https://content.govdelivery.com/bulletins/gd/MEDACF-3016765?wgt_ref=MEDACF_WIDGET_271


“Maine Agricultural 
Trades Show to go 
virtual”
T h e  M a i n e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  
C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  F o r e s t r y  p l a n s  t o  h o l d  t h e  
a n n u a l  M a i n e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  T r a d e s  S h o w  o n l i n e  
i n s t e a d  o f  i n - p e r s o n  t h e  w e e k  o f  M o n d a y ,  J a n .  
1 0 .

“ T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p a n d e m i c ,  o u r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
c o m m u n i t y  h a s  a d a p t e d  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  
o f  M a i n e .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  i s  a d a p t i n g ,  t o o ,  t o  
p r o v i d e  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  o u r  i n d u s t r y  n e e d s  
v i r t u a l l y ,  s o  t h e y  c a n  a d d r e s s  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  
t h e  p a n d e m i c  a n d  p l a n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e , ”  s a i d  D A C F  
C o m m i s s i o n e r  A m a n d a  B e a l .

Maine Agricultural Trades Show to go 
virtual - CentralMaine.com
https://www.centralmaine.com › 
2021/12/14 › maine-a...
Dec 14, 2021

https://www.centralmaine.com/2021/12/14/maine-agricultural-trades-show-to-go-virtual/
https://www.centralmaine.com/2021/12/14/maine-agricultural-trades-show-to-go-virtual/


“Moosehead ski resort 
developers revise 
plans to reduce 
impact on wildlife”
D e v e l o p e r s  o f  a  p r o p o s e d  y e a r - r o u n d  s k i  r e s o r t  
i n  P i s c a t a q u i s  C o u n t y  h a v e  r e v i s e d  t h e i r  p l a n s  t o  
h a v e  l e s s  i m p a c t  o n  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t s  a n d  t h e  
e n v i r o n m e n t  o n  B i g  M o o s e  M o u n t a i n .

O f  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e r n  t o  t h e  s t a t e  i s  h a b i t a t  f o r  
t h e  N o r t h e r n  S p r i n g  s a l a m a n d e r ,  t h e  B i c k n e l l ’ s  
t h r u s h  — a  s m a l l ,  b r o w n  s o n g b i r d  — a n d  t h e  
R o a r i n g  B r o o k  m a y f l y .

T h e  M a i n e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  I n l a n d  F i s h e r i e s  a n d  
W i l d l i f e  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h e  r e v i s i o n s  i n  J u n e .  I n  
D e c e m b e r ,  s k i  r e s o r t  d e v e l o p e r s  s u b m i t t e d  p l a n  
c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  M a i n e  L a n d  U s e  P l a n n i n g  
C o m m i s s i o n  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  c o n c e r n s .

https://observer-
me.com/2021/12/26/news/moosehead-ski-resort-
developers-revise-plans-to-reduce-impact-on-wildlife/
Dec 26, 2021

https://observer-me.com/2021/12/26/news/moosehead-ski-resort-developers-revise-plans-to-reduce-impact-on-wildlife/


“Maine launches $20 
million grant program 
for food infrastructure”
G r a n t s  c a n  b e  u s e d  t o  u p g r a d e  h a r v e s t i n g ,  
p r o c e s s i n g  a n d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o r  p a c k a g i n g  a n d  
h a n d l i n g  e q u i p m e n t .  I m p r o v i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  s e c t o r  t o  i n c r e a s e  
p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  s t o r a g e  c a p a c i t y ,  e n h a n c e  s u p p l y  
c h a i n  r e s i l i e n c e  a n d  d r i v e  g r o w t h  w i t h i n  t h e  
s t a t e ’ s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  f o o d  e c o n o m y  w h i l e  
i n c r e a s i n g  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  M a i n e - g r o w n  f o o d s ,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  r e l e a s e .

Maine launches $20 million grant program 
for food infrastructure
https://www.pressherald.com › 
2021/11/08

https://www.pressherald.com/2021/11/08/maine-launches-20-million-grant-program-for-food-infrastructure/
https://www.pressherald.com/2021/11/08/maine-launches-20-million-grant-program-for-food-infrastructure/

