
“I am in full support of
the current system at a
higher (pay) rate,” said
Chris Northrop, president
of the Maine Association
of Criminal Defense Law-
yers, which has 200 mem-
bers statewide. “I think
that Maine should stay
with our current system. It
would be great if we could
support the individual de-
fenders better.”

Norman Lefstein is an
Indiana University law
professor who has written
extensively about indigent
legal defense in the U.S. He
believes Maine isn’t nec-
essarily wrong in going
against the tide of public
defender’s offices. Its situa-
tion may not warrant it.

“I don’t think there is,
in and of itself, anything
wrong with a state that
ranks 41st in population
and 39th, I think, in land,
in square miles, not hav-
ing a public defender. I
don’t think there’s one way
of doing things that is nec-
essarily the only way,” he
said.

Generally, Lefstein fa-
vors a system that includes
both a strong, well-fund-
ed public defender’s office
and good, well-paid private
lawyers who see indigent
clients. But he believes
Maine would do well to at
least pay its lawyers more
and better assess how they
do their jobs.

“They’ve taken an im-
portant first step (with the
commission), but I don’t
think they’re anywhere
near there,” he said.

The commission agrees.
Last year it recommended
raising lawyer pay from
$50 an hour to $70 an hour
for a time, then $75. Anoth-
er proposal in front of the
Legislature’s Judiciary
Committee suggested rais-
ing it to $65 an hour. Both
failed.

Instead, pay was set at
$55 an hour, an increase of
$5. It was the first pay raise
for state-appointed defense
lawyers in 15 years.

The commission will
bring back its raise request
this legislative session.

Executive Director John
Pelletier believes Maine’s
publ ic defenders are
among the best lawyers in
the state, but he wishes the
commission had the staff
to better oversee them.

W h i l e n o o n e h a s
claimed defense lawyers
are doing a poor job, over-
sight can help spot prob-
lems when they do arise.

“Because of the small
number (of commission ad-
ministrators) and far-flung
courthouses, the commis-
sion at this time is unable
to provide that kind of in-

house oversight over attor-
ney performance,” he said.

Although a pay raise and
better oversight would cost
the state more, proponents
say it would still be less
expensive than funding a
public defender’s office.

According to a nation-
al study in 2010, Maine
had one of the lowest indi-
gent legal expenditures in
the country. Only Hawaii,
North Dakota and South
Dakota spent less.

Currently, Maine spends
about $14 million on indi-
gent legal services. New
Hampshire, which has a
similar population, spends
about $21 million.

However, the cost could
rise in Maine. Pelletier
plans to ask for another $2
million next year to keep
up with the demand for le-
gal services. A pay raise to
$70 an hour would add $4
million on top of that.

It’s an issue that will
likely get attention in the
future. Gov. Paul LePage
authorized an addition-
al $1.8 million in funding
for indigent legal services
in 2012 and 2013. The need
concerns him, his spokes-
woman said.

“Due to the ever-expand-
ing costs associated with
indigent legal services un-
der the current approach,
the administration has
been reviewing the current
structure and determin-
ing whether there are ways
to provide quality service
at lower costs,” Adrienne
Bennett said.

“However,” she said, “it
is too early to provide any
details about any defini-
tive proposals.”

At the district court in

Lewiston, Howaniec tried
to get the bail reduced for
his new client. The state
wanted $50,000 cash. Aik-
en’s mother, a police offi-
cer in New York, told How-
aniec over the phone that
she could probably get
$5,000 or $10,000.

Howaniec pushed for
$5,000. He knew it would
be a hard sell — a large
amount of what appeared
to be crack was found in a
drawer in the hotel room.
And since the area had a
problem with New Yorkers
coming to Lewiston-Au-
burn to sell drugs, courts
were not eager to let out-of-
state defendants who had
few ties to the community
walk out of jail.

But Howaniec empha-
sized the fact that Aiken
was a high school gradu-
ate, a guy who worked at
Dunkin’ Donuts in New
York and had been actively
trying to get the same work
in Lewiston. He pressed
the judge to consider a low-
er bail, an amount closer to
what was common in other
drug-trafficking cases.

The judge set bail at
$40,000.

Just before Aiken was
led out of the courtroom,
Howaniec gave him his
business card. He was Law-
yer of the Day, responsible
for defending Aiken just
for that appearance. A de-
fense lawyer would have to
be assigned to handle the
rest of his case.

But Aiken’s mother was
set on hiring a lawyer —
not using a public defend-
er.

In the few minutes he
spent looking at the court
documents, Howaniec
knew there were prob-
lems with the state’s case.
He knew he could fight the
charges for his client, no
matter how he was paid.

“Some people, they pre-
fer to actually retain you
because they think you’re
going to work harder if
you’re retained. Which is a
myth,” he said.
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CARING
FOR THE
CAREGIVER

One of the most important and frequently overlooked
things a caregiver can do for their loved ones

is to take good care of themselves.

If you’re a caregiver, please join us for this important presentation
by Yasmine King, FNP-C, and Jennifer Hazen, BSN, RN, OCN,

from St. Mary’s Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders.
They will discuss:

• The Physical and Emotional Toll of Caregiving •Ways to Reduce Stress

• How to Improve Your Overall Health •Where to Find Support Resources

Lepage Conference Center
99 Campus Avenue
Lewiston, ME

777-8458
Seating is limited.
Please call to reserve your
place by November 18.
Snacks will be provided.

www.stmarysmaine.com

YASMINE KING
FNP-C

Family Nurse Practitioner

ST. MARY’S FREE COMMUNITY PRESENTATION

www.stmarysmaine.com

A DEPARTMENT OF
ST. MARY’S REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER

JENNIFER HAZEN
BSN, RN, OCN

Oncology Certified Nurse

Thursday,
Nov. 20, 2014
5:30 PM

Sponsored by:

Dial-a-GreekPastry
Let Us Do Your Holiday Baking For You!

Please pick up Saturday Nov. 22 9:30am- 2:30pm

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church
155 Hogan Rd, Lewiston

order deadline: November 19
946-7372 or 784-7107 or 729-8155
email: greekpastry@gmail.com

1. Baklava The aristocrat of pastry desserts. Buttered,
paper-thin filo dough layered with a filling of spices and finely
chopped walnuts, baked until crisp and golden. While warm,
the pastry is covered with honey syrup .................. $1.75 Each

2. Finikia Cake-like cookies baked to a rich brown, moist and
fragrant with spices, dipped in honey syrup and sprinkled with
chopped nuts. ...................................... $1.00 Each

3. Flogeres AnAthenian delight. Made with walnuts,
wrapped in filo dough, then dipped in honey syrup and finished
with a delicate chocolate garnish............................ $1.50 Each

4. Kourabiedes Exquisite cookies,similar to shortbread.
Made with sweet butter, baked until golden brown and
blanketed with powdered sugar .................... $1.25 Each

5. Kataifi: *NEW* Shredded filo dough filled with nuts and
cinnamon, baked to a golden brown and dipped in honey syrup.
A delightfully different dessert..................... $1.50 Each

6. Tiropitas Crispy cheese triangles made with feta, other
white cheeses, eggs and buttered filo dough. Frozen for your
convenience. Simply bake and serve. A superb and most
unusual hors d’oeuvre. .................. Tray of Eight $6.00
7. Spanakopitas Delicious triangles of spinach, feta,
other white cheeses in buttered filo dough. Frozen for your
convenience. Simply bake and serve.
Perfect as an appetizer ................... Tray of Eight $6.00
8. Gift Box 15-piece pastry assortment, packaged in a
box suitable for giving. Contains 4 Baklava, 4 Flogeres,
3 Kourabiedes, 3 Finikia, 1 Kataifi ..................... $20.00
9. Tsourekia Braided, sweet bread baked to perfection and
covered with sesame seeds. Delicious toasted with your
morning coffee! .....................................Loaf $6.00

1472 Lisbon Street • 376-3870 • LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
www.chickadeelewiston.com

ChICK-A-DEE "OF LEwIStON"

(Large) Brown Sugared Glazed Grilled Ham Steak Mash Potato & Hot Veggie

(Large) Char Grilled BBQ Beef Ribs Hand Cut Fries & Coleslaw

Garlic Baked Haddock & Gulf Shrimp Combo With Crumbs Potato & Veggie

Molasses Bacon Seasoned Grilled Jumbo Shrimp
W/Stir Fry Veggies Over Rice Pilaf

Fried Chicken Nugget Parmigiana Over Linguini Garlic Bread

Downeaster Lobster Roll
Flattened & Grilled, Hand Cut Fries & Coleslaw $9.95
Our Famous Roast Prime Rib Au Jus
Potato & Tossed Salad $13.95

Sundays $8.95 Specials Served 10:30-4

SUN JOURNAL FILE PHOTO
An emotional Mack Williams Jr. and his lawyer, Robert
Ruffner, stand before Androscoggin County Superior Court
Justice MaryGay Kennedy during a plea agreement to two
counts of aggravated assault in Androscoggin County
Superior Court in Auburn on Sept. 8.

Case type Cases
opened

Average amount

Misdemeanor 7,201 $335.66

Felony 6,167 $682.94

Lawyer of the day
(In custody)

2,462 $188.54

Child protection
petition

1,936 $505.80

Probation
violation

1,872 $330.47

Lawyer of the day
(not in custody)

1,264 $191.34

All other (total)* 3,934 $476.69

Average cost of defending cases for
select crimes
MaineCommissionon IndigentLegalServices

DEFENDING
Continued from Page A4

By Emily yahr
WASHINGTON POST

WASHINGTON — Bill
Cosby, in the midst of a seri-
ous PR crisis as accusations
about him sexually assault-
ing women make headlines
around the world, has de-
cided to stay silent.

In an interview on NPR’s
“Weekend Edition” that
aired Saturday (where Cos-
by and his wife appeared to
talk about loaning works to
the National Museum of Af-
rican Art), Cosby, 77, didn’t
say a word when host Scott
Simon asked him about the
allegations. In the past, Cos-
by has repeatedly denied
these claims.

“This question gives me
no pleasure, Mr. Cosby, but
there have been serious al-
legations raised about you
in recent days,” Simon said,
without specifically say-
ing what the allegations in
question were.

There’s a long a pause.
“You’re shaking your head
no. I’m in the news busi-
ness, I have to ask the ques-
tion: Do you have any re-
sponse to those charges?”
Simon said.

Another long pause.
“Shaking your head no,”
Simon continued, and said
again: “There are people
who love you who might
like to hear from you about
this — I want to give you the
chance.” And again, no re-
sponse.

The interview comes a
couple days after Cosby’s
name quietly disappeared
from the “Late Show With
David Letterman” guest
line-up for next week. Cos-
by was supposed to appear
on the show on Wednes-
day. Then, late this week,
his name was gone and re-
placed with talk show host
Regis Philbin.

There’s no word on
whether the cancellation
was Cosby’s idea or the
show’s. Letterman’s pub-
licist told the Associated
Press that “We can’t com-
ment on the guest booking
process.”

Considering the way the
Cosby camp so blithely pro-
moted a new Twitter game
(the chance to “meme” Cos-
by by putting a clever cap-
tion under his picture), it’s
possible they had no idea
how severe the image crisis
had become. The “meme”
game ended in disaster and
was pulled in a matter of
hours.

Although Cosby has been
accused of sexual assault in
the past by more than a doz-

en women — including in a
civil lawsuit settled in 2004
— the story didn’t get much
consistent mainstream at-
tention until this fall, when
during a stand-up routine,
comedian Hannibal Buress
called Cosby a rapist.

This point was made by
Barbara Bowman, one of
the women who have ac-
cused Cosby of sexual as-
sault, in an essay that ap-
peared on The Washing-
ton Post website Thursday.
Bowman detailed her expe-
rience in a first-person ac-
count called “Bill Cosby
raped me. Why did it take 30
years for people to believe
my story?”

Bowman wrote that in
1985, Cosby (at that point a
star on “The Cosby Show”)
offered to be her mentor —
then “brainwashed me into
viewing him as a father fig-
ure, and then assaulted me
multiple times. “

Bowman said she’s told
her stories many times (of-
fering to testify in the 2004
civil suit, but it was settled
before she had a chance)
and no one paid attention
until Buress, a man, spoke
out.

“I have never received
any money from Bill Cosby
and have not asked for it. I
have nothing to gain by con-
tinuing to speak out. He can
no longer be charged for his
crimes against me because
the statute of limitations is
long past,” she wrote. “That
is also wrong. There should
be no time limits on report-
ing these crimes, and one of
my goals is to call for legisla-
tion to that end.”

Bill Cosby refuses
to address sexual
assault allegations
in NPR interview

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Entertainer and Navy
veteran Bill Cosby speaking
during a Veterans Day
ceremony, at the All Wars
Memoria l to Colored
Soldiers and Sailors in
Philadelphia this month.
C o s b y ’ s u p c o m i n g
appearance on CBS’
“Late Show with David
Letterman” has been
canceled amid a growing
uproar over allegations
that he sexually assaulted
several women in past
decades.


