
Commission To Create a Plan To Incorporate the Probate Courts into the Judicial Branch 
 

Tuesday, October 19, 2021 
Time: 10:00 AM 

Location: State House, Room 228* 
 

*The meeting will be streamed on the Legislature’s YouTube Channel at the following link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uTKeGxA_zls. In addition, an audio stream of the meeting can be 
accessed from following link: https://legislature.maine.gov/Audio/#228. 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
10:00 am Introductions and Opening Remarks (Senator Carney, Representative Cardone and 

Commission Members) 
 
10:30 am Overview of Commission duties and background (Legislative Staff) 
 
11:00 am Presentations:  

• Introduction to the “front end” of the Probate Courts (Kathy Ayers, Kennebec 
County Register of Probate) 

• Introduction to the “back end” of the Probate Courts (Judge Mitchell and Judge 
Avantaggio) 

Question & Answer Period 
 
1:00 pm LUNCH BREAK 
 
1:30 pm Presentation:  

• Overview of past efforts to restructure Maine’s Probate Courts and selected 
probate court models in other states (Professor Deirdre Smith) 

Question & Answer Period 
 
3:30 pm Practitioner Panel: 

• Professional perspectives on Probate Court structure (Patricia Nelson-Reade, 
Esq.; Christina Perkins, Esq.; Judge Richard M. Morton (ret.)) 

Question & Answer Period 
 

4:30 pm Discussion of Next Steps 
 
5:00 pm Adjourn 
 
 
  **Please note that times are approximate and subject to change** 
 
Notice: The Legislative Council’s COVID-19 Prevention Policy requires that all persons attending the meeting at 
the State House, including members of the public, complete self-screening and wear protective face coverings. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uTKeGxA_zls
https://legislature.maine.gov/Audio/#228
https://legislature.maine.gov/doc/7180

