STATUTES GOVERNING REAPPORTIONMENT OF ELECTION DISTRICTS IN
COUNTIES, MUNICIPALITIES, and SCHOOL DISTRICTS
In
Title 20-A M.R.S. § 1255 and Title 30-A M.R.S. §§ 61, 61-A, 65, & 2503

School District Reapportionment
20-A M.R.S. §1255. Reapportionment

The commissioner [of Education] shall determine the necessity for
reapportionment. [PL 1987, c. 395, Pt. A, §53 (AMD).]

1. Duties of commissioner. The commissioner shall determine if a
district is apportioned in accordance with the principles of one person, one
vote, if:

A. The commissioner receives a request by the board of directors; [PL

2003, c. 354, §1 (AMD).]

B. The commissioner receives a petition signed by district voters equal

to at least 10% of the voters who voted in the last gubernatorial election

in the district; or [PL 2003, c. 354, §1 (AMD).]

C. The commissioner determines a district is not apportioned according

to the principles of one person, one vote. [PL 2003, c. 354, §1 (AMD).]
The commissioner shall make a determination under paragraph A or B within
30 days of receiving the request or the petition.

[PL 2003, c. 354, §1 (AMD).]

2. Awaiting census results. If the commissioner receives a request
within 12 months before a Federal Decennial Census or Federal Estimated
Census, the commissioner may wait until after the new census figures are
available to make a determination.

[RR 2019, c. 2, Pt. B, §1 (COR).]

3. Findings and order. If the commissioner finds the district's
representation is not apportioned in accordance with the principle of one
person, one vote, the commissioner shall, within 7 days of that decision, notify
the superintendent of the finding and shall order the superintendent to notify
the municipal officers in each municipality in the district and the school board
to create a reapportionment committee. The superintendent's notification
must include the commissioner's notification, the information provided



pursuant to subsection 6 and the time and place for the first meeting of the
committee, which must be held not later than 20 days after the notification.
[PL 2003, c. 354, §1 (AMD).]

4. Reapportionment committee membership. The reapportionment
committee shall consist of one municipal officer and one citizen at large from
each member municipality, chosen by the municipal officers, and one director
from each municipality, chosen by the board of directors. The appointments
shall be made prior to the first meeting of the committee.

[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

5. Quorum. A majority of the committee shall be a quorum.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

6. Duties of commissioner. The commissioner shall provide the
superintendent with the most recent Federal Decennial Census or Federal
Estimated Census figures for each municipality in the district and at least one
recommended apportionment plan.

[PL 2003, c. 354, §2 (AMD).]

7. Duties of the reapportionment committee. The committee shall:
A. Elect a chairman and secretary and may adopt suitable rules of
procedure; [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
B. Consider and by majority vote adopt a plan including the method of
representation, total number of directors and number of directors
representing each municipality or subdistrict; and [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,
8 (NEW).]
C. Within 90 days of the first meeting, send a report of their plan to the
state board for approval. It may, within the 90-day limit, submit
alternative plans for apportionment. [PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

8. Commissioner approval. The commissioner shall approve or
disapprove the committee plan within 30 days of receiving it.
[PL 1987, c. 395, Pt. A, §54 (AMD).]

9. Failure to gain commissioner approval. If a plan has not been
adopted by the committee or approved by the commissioner within the time
limits, the commissioner shall prepare a suitable plan.



[RR 2019, c. 2, Pt. B, §2 (COR) ]

10. Putting the approved plan into effect. On approval of a plan, the
commissioner shall send a certified copy to the municipal officers and school
directors. The original plan shall be retained in the department files.

A. The approved plan shall be effective immediately. The committee
shall determine the terms of the directors who shall be elected at the
next annual municipal elections so as to comply with section 1253. [PL
1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
B. If the approved plan requires a reduction of the number of directors
to be elected in a municipality, the reduction must be achieved in
accordance with this paragraph.
(1) If possible, the reduction must be achieved by the voluntary
resignation of one or more of the directors.
(2) If the reduction can not be achieved in accordance with
subparagraph (1) and the plan is approved and filed less than 30
days prior to the annual municipal election, the number of open
positions to be filled by the election process must be reduced to the
number required by the approved plan.
(3) If the reduction can not be achieved in accordance with
subparagraph (1) or (2), or a combination of the 2, all of the
remaining existing directors representing the municipality shall
choose by lot which directors' terms must terminate. [PL 2003, c. 57,
§1 (RPR).]
C. If the approved plan requires that additional directors be elected in a
municipality, the municipal officers shall fill the vacancies by
appointment. A new director shall serve until a successor is elected and
qualified at the next annual municipal election. [PL 1983, c. 806, §17
(AMD).]
D. [PL 1993, c.435,8§3 (RP).]
E. The reapportionment committee shall thereupon be dissolved. [PL
1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]
[PL 2003, c. 57, §1 (AMD).]

11. Duties of present directors during reapportionment. The board of
directors, during the reapportionment of its membership, shall serve as legal
representatives of the district until the reapportionment is completed. The
board shall carry out all business of the district, including the borrowing of



necessary funds which may be required during the period of

reapportionment.
[PL 1981, c. 693, §§5, 8 (NEW).]

12. State board review of commissioner's decisions. A school
administrative district or interested parties may request that the state board
reconsider decisions made by the commissioner in this section. The state
board shall have the authority to overturn a decision made by the
commissioner. In exercising this power, the state board is limited by this
section.

[PL 1987, c. 395, Pt. A, §56 (NEW).]

13. Rules. The state board may adopt rules to carry out this section.

[PL 1987, c. 395, Pt. A, §56 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 485, §10 (AMD). PL 1983, c. 806,
§17 (AMD). PL 1987, c. 395, §§A53-A56 (AMD). PL 1993, c. 435, §3 (AMD).
PL 2003, c. 57,81 (AMD). PL 2003, c. 354, §§1,2 (AMD). RR 2019, c. 2, Pt. B,
§§1, 2 (COR).

County Commissioner District Reapportionment
Me. Const. Art. 9, § 25

30-A M.R.S. §61. Board of commissioners; election; chairman

There shall be a board of commissioners for each county consisting of a
chairman and 2 other persons. Each of the commissioners of a county must
represent one of the commissioner districts established by law for the
commissioner's county. [PL 2003, c. 43, §1 (AMD).]

1. Residency; election by district. Members of each board of
commissioners must be residents of the commissioner district which they
represent and shall be elected by the voters of that district.

[PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989,
c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]



2. Mode of election. County commissioners shall be elected on the
Tuesday following the first Monday of November in each even-numbered
year. The votes shall be received, sorted, counted and declared in the same
manner as votes for Representatives. The municipal clerk shall record in the
municipal records the names of the persons voted for, the number of votes for
each and the whole number of ballots received. The municipal clerk shall
send true copies of these records, sealed and attested in the same manner as
returns of votes for Senators, to the Secretary of State.

[PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989,
c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]

3. Chairman. The commissioners shall select their chairman annually
at their first meeting on or after the first day of January to act for one year.
[PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989,
c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1987, c. 737, §§A2,C106 (NEW). PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 9, §2
(AMD). PL 1989, c. 104, §§C8,10 (AMD). PL 2003, c. 43, §1 (AMD).

30-A M.R.S. §61-A. York County

Notwithstanding section 61, there shall be a Board of Commissioners for
York County consisting of a chair and 4 other citizens. All other provisions of
section 61 apply to York County.
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1989, c. 220, §§1,4 (NEW).

30-A M.R.S. §65. Apportionment of county commissioner districts

1. Redistricting, generally. In 2021 and every 10 years thereafter, the
apportionment commission established under the Constitution of Maine,
Article 1V, Part Third, Section 1-A shall review the existing county
commissioner districts and, as necessary, reapportion those districts in each
county to establish as nearly as practicable equally populated districts. The
Speaker of the House is responsible for calling the commission together to
review the county commissioner districts. No action may be taken by the
commission without a quorum of 7.



A. The apportionment commission shall divide the number of
commissioners in each county into the number of inhabitants of the county,
excluding foreigners not naturalized, according to the latest Federal Decennial
Census or a state census previously ordered by the Legislature to coincide
with the Federal Decennial Census, to determine a mean population figure for
each county commissioner district. Each county commissioner district must
be formed of contiguous and compact territory and must cross political
subdivision lines the least number of times necessary to establish as nearly as
practicable equally populated districts. Whenever the population of a
municipality entitles it to more than one district, all whole districts must be
drawn within the municipal boundaries. Any population remainder within
the municipality must be included in a district drawn to cross the municipal
boundary as long as the population remainder within the municipality is
contiguous to another municipality or municipalities included in the district.
Any county that already meets the standards and guidelines for equally
populated districts, as established by this section, the Constitution of Maine
and the Constitution of the United States, need not be reapportioned. [PL
2013, c. 85,§2 (AMD).]

B. Interested parties from each county may submit redistricting plans
for the commission to consider. Those plans must be submitted to the
commission no later than 30 calendar days after the commission is called
together by the Speaker of the House under this subsection. The commission
may hold public hearings on plans affecting each county. [PL 1987, c. 737, Pt.
A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); PL
1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]

C. The commission shall submit its plan to the Clerk of the House no
later than June 1st of the year in which reapportionment is required. The
Clerk of the House shall submit to the Legislature, no later than January 15,
2022, and every 10th year thereafter, one legislative document to reapportion
the county commissioner districts based on the plan submitted by the
apportionment commission. The Legislature must enact the submitted plan
or a plan of its own in regular or special session by a vote of 2/3 of the
members of each House within 30 calendar days after the plan is submitted to
it by the Clerk of the House. This action is subject to the Governor's approval,
as provided in the Constitution of Maine, Article IV, Part Third, Section 2.

[PL 2013, c. 85, §2 (AMD).] [PL 2013, c. 85, §2 (AMD).]



2. Supreme Judicial Court. If the Legislature fails to make an
apportionment within the 30 calendar days, the Supreme Judicial Court shall
make the apportionment within 60 calendar days following the period in
which the Legislature is required to act, but fails to do so. In making the
apportionment, the Supreme Judicial Court shall consider plans and briefs
filed by the public with the court during the first 30 days of the period in
which the court is required to apportion.

[PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989,
c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]

3. Funding. The commission shall make equal amounts of money
available to the 2 major parties represented on the commission for the
purpose of this apportionment. In addition, sufficient funds shall be made
available to the chairman of the commission. The commission shall
recommend to the Legislature, if that body is in session, otherwise to the
Legislative Council, an appropriation sufficient to cover the cost of
reapportionment.

[PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989,
c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]
SECTION HISTORY

PL 1987, c. 737, §§A2,C106 (NEW). PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 9, §2
(AMD). PL 1989, c. 104, §§C8,10 (AMD). PL 2013, c. 85, §2 (AMD).

Municipal District Reapportionment
30-A M.R.S. §2503. Reapportionment

1. Adoption by ordinance. Districts established for the purpose of
electing, from each district, an equal number of municipal officers may be
adjusted, by ordinance, by the municipal legislative body subject to the
following conditions.

A. Each district must be formed of compact, contiguous territory. Its
boundary lines may follow the center lines of streets. [PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C,
§2 and Pt (NEW); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c.
104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]

B. Each district must contain as nearly as possible the same number of
inhabitants as determined according to the latest Federal Decennial Census,
but districts may not differ in number of inhabitants by more than 10% of the



inhabitants in the smallest district created. [PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW);
PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2
(AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]

C. The ordinance must include a map and a description of the districts.
[PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989,
c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]

D. The ordinance takes effect on the 30th day after adoption by the
legislative body. The new districts and boundaries, as of the effective date,
supersede previous districts and boundaries for the purposes of the next
regular municipal election, including nominations. [PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2
(NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9,
§2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]

[PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989,
c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]

2. Failure to enact ordinance. The municipal legislative body must
enact the reapportionment ordinance within 12 months after the Legislature
has reapportioned the House and Senate districts pursuant to the Constitution
of Maine, Article IV, Part First, Section 3 and Article IV, Part Second, Section 2
or after a court decision finalizing the reapportionment of districts. The
ordinance must be enacted at least 90 days before a regular municipal
election occurring within that 12-month period or the previous
reapportionment ordinance applies to that election. If the legislative body
fails to enact an ordinance within the 12-month period or at least 90 days
before a regular election occurring after the 12-month period, all municipal
officers to be elected must be elected at large and serve until their terms
expire. Such at-large elections continue until the legislative body enacts an
ordinance in accordance with subsection 1 at least 90 days before a regular
municipal election.

[PL 2001, c. 537, §1 (AMD); PL 2001, c. 537, §2 (AFF).]

3. Referendum. Except when the municipal legislative body is the
town meeting, the voters of the municipality may require the municipal
legislative body to reconsider any ordinance adopted under subsection 1. If
the legislative body does not repeal an ordinance so reconsidered, the voters
may approve or reject it at a municipal election.

A. Any 5 voters may commence referendum proceedings by filing an
affidavit with the municipal clerk stating:



(1) They will constitute the petitioners' committee;

(2) They will be responsible for circulating the petition and filing it
in proper form;

(3) Their names and addresses;

(4) The address to which all notices to the committee are to be sent;
and

(5) The ordinance sought to be reconsidered.

Promptly after the affidavit of the petitioners' committee is filed, the
clerk shall issue the appropriate petition blanks to the petitioners' committee.
[PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989,
c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]

B.  Petitions under this subsection must meet the following
requirements.

(1) Petitions must be signed by a number of voters of the municipality
equal to at least 15% of the total number of voters in the municipality at the
last presidential election.

(2) All papers of a petition shall be uniform in size and style and shall
be assembled as one instrument for filing. Each signature must be executed in
ink or indelible pencil and must be followed by the address of the person
signing. While being circulated, petitions must have the full text of the
ordinance sought to be reconsidered contained in or attached to the petition.

(3) When filed, each paper of a petition must have an affidavit, executed
by the circulator of the petition, attached to it stating:

(a) That the circulator personally circulated the paper;

(b) The number of signatures on the paper;

(c) That all the signatures were signed in the circulator's
presence;

(d) That the circulator believes them to be the genuine signatures
of the persons whose names they purport to be; and

(e) That each signer had an opportunity before signing to read
the full text of the ordinance sought to be reconsidered.

(4) Petitions must be filed within 30 days after the municipal legislative
body adopts the ordinance sought to be reconsidered.

[PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989,
c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]

C. The following procedure shall be followed after the petition is filed
with the municipal clerk.
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(1) Within 20 days after the petition is filed, the municipal clerk shall
complete a certificate as to its sufficiency, specifying, if it is insufficient, the
particulars which render it defective. The clerk shall promptly send a copy of
the certificate to the petitioners' committee by registered mail. A petition
certified insufficient for lack of the required number of valid signatures may
be amended once if the petitioners' committee files a notice of intention to
amend it with the clerk within 2 days after receiving the copy of the clerk's
certificate and files a supplementary petition upon additional papers within
10 days after receiving a copy of the certificate. This supplementary petition
must comply with the requirements of paragraph B, subparagraphs (2) and
(3). Within 5 days after it is filed, the clerk shall complete a certificate as to
the sufficiency of the petition as amended and promptly send a copy of that
certificate to the petitioners' committee by registered mail as in the case of an
original petition. If a petition or amended petition is certified insufficient and
the petitioners' committee does not elect to amend the petition or request
review under subparagraph (2), within the time required, the clerk shall
promptly present the clerk's certificate to the municipal legislative body and
the certificate is then a final determination as to the sufficiency of the petition.

(2) If a petition has been certified insufficient and the petitioners'
committee does not file notice of intention to amend it or if an amended
petition has been certified insufficient, the committee, within 2 days after
receiving the copy of the certificate, may file a request that it be reviewed by
the municipal legislative body. The legislative body shall review the
certificate at its next meeting following the filing of the committee's request
and approve or disapprove it. This determination is then final as to the
sufficiency of the petition.

(3) A final determination as to the sufficiency of a petition is subject to
court review. A final determination of insufficiency, even if sustained upon
court review, does not prejudice the filing of a new petition for the same
purpose. [PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW);
PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10
(AMD).]

D. When a petition is filed with the clerk under this subsection, the
ordinance sought to be reconsidered is suspended from taking effect. This
suspension ends when:
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(1) There is a final determination of insufficiency of the petition;

(2) The petitioners' committee withdraws the petition;

(3) The council repeals the ordinance; or

(4) Thirty days have elapsed after a vote of the municipality on the
ordinance. [PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C,
§106 (NEW); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989,
c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]

E. The following procedure shall be followed if a petition is determined
to be sufficient.

(1) When a petition has been finally determined sufficient, the
municipal legislative body shall promptly reconsider the referred ordinance
by voting its repeal. If the legislative body fails to repeal the referred
ordinance within 30 days after the date the petition was finally determined
sufficient, it shall submit the referred ordinance to the voters of the
municipality.

(2) The vote of the municipality on a referred ordinance shall be held at
least 30 days and not more than one year after the municipal legislative
body's final vote on the ordinance. If no regular municipal election is to be
held within this period, the legislative body shall provide for a special
election; otherwise the vote shall be held at the same time as a regular
election occurring within this period, except that the legislative body, in its
discretion, may provide for a special election at an earlier date within the
prescribed period. Copies of the referred ordinance shall be made available at
the polls.

(3) The form of the ballot for the repeal of the ordinance shall be
substantially as follows:

"Shall the ordinance entitled ................ "be repealed?

YES// NO/ /"

(The voters shall indicate their choice by a cross or check mark
placed in the appropriate box opposite the words YES or NO.)

(4) A petition may be withdrawn at any time before the 15th day prior
to the day scheduled for a vote of the municipality. The petitioners'
committee must file with the municipal clerk a request for withdrawal signed
by at least 4 members of the petitioners' committee. Upon filing this request,
the petition has no further effect and all proceedings on the petition shall be
terminated.

[PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989,
c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]
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F. If a majority of the voters who vote on a referred ordinance vote for
its repeal, it is considered repealed upon certification of the election results.
[PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. A, §16
(AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]

[PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. A, §16
(AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]

4. Exception. This section does not apply to municipalities whose
charters specify different methods of reapportionment.

[PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL
1989, c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10
(AMD).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1987, c. 737, §§A2,C106 (NEW). PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 9, §2
(AMD). PL 1989, c. 104, §§A116,C8,10 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 104, §§A116,C10
(AMD). PL 2001, c. 537, §1 (AMD). PL 2001, c. 537, §2 (AFF).



