MAINE CONSTITUTION REAPPORTIONMENT REQUIREMENTS
For
The Maine House of Representatives, the Maine Senate, Congressional
Districts, and County Commissioner Districts
Art. IV, pt. 1, §§ 1-3; Art. IV, pt. 2, §§ 1-2; Art. IV, Pt. 3, §§ 1-1-A;
Art. IX, §§ 24-25.
(downloaded from Legislature’s website 05-11-2021)
Article IV
Part First.
House of Representatives.
Section 1. Legislative department; style of acts. The legislative
power shall be vested in 2 distinct branches, a House of Representatives, and a
Senate, each to have a negative on the other, and both to be styled the
Legislature of Maine, but the people reserve to themselves power to propose
laws and to enact or reject the same at the polls independent of the
Legislature, and also reserve power at their own option to approve or reject at
the polls any Act, bill, resolve or resolution passed by the joint action of both
branches of the Legislature, and the style of their laws and Acts shall be, "Be it
enacted by the people of the State of Maine."
Section 2. Number of Representatives; biennial terms; division of
the State into districts for House of Representatives. The House of
Representatives shall consist of 151 members, to be elected by the qualified
electors, and hold their office 2 years from the day next preceding the first
Wednesday in December following the general election. The Legislature
which convenes in 2013, and also the Legislature which convenes in 2021 and
every 10th year thereafter, shall cause the State to be divided into districts for
the choice of one Representative for each district. The number of
Representatives shall be divided into the number of inhabitants of the State
exclusive of foreigners not naturalized according to the latest Federal
Decennial Census or a State Census previously ordered by the Legislature to
coincide with the Federal Decennial Census, to determine a mean population
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figure for each Representative District. Each Representative District shall be
formed of contiguous and compact territory and shall cross political
subdivision lines the least number of times necessary to establish as nearly as
practicable equally populated districts. Whenever the population of a
municipality entitles it to more than one district, all whole districts shall be
drawn within municipal boundaries. Any population remainder within the
municipality shall be included in a district with contiguous territory and shall
be kept intact.
Section 3. Submission of reapportionment plan to Clerk of House;
Legislature's action on commission's plan. The apportionment plan of the
commission established under Article IV, Part Third, Section 1-A shall be
submitted to the Clerk of the House no later than June 1st of the year in which
apportionment is required. In the preparation of legislation implementing the
plan, the commission, following a unanimous decision by commission
members, may adjust errors and inconsistencies in accordance with the
standards set forth in this Constitution, so long as substantive changes are not
made. The Legislature shall enact the submitted plan of the commission or a
plan of its own by a vote of 2/3 of the Members of each House by June 11th of
the year in which apportionment is required. Such action shall be subject to
the Governor's approval as provided in Article IV, Part Third, Section 2.
In the event that the Legislature shall fail to make an apportionment by
June 11th, the Supreme Judicial Court shall, within 60 days following the
period in which the Legislature is required to act, but fails to do so, make the
apportionment. In making such apportionment, the Supreme Judicial Court
shall take into consideration plans and briefs filed by the public with the court
during the first 30 days of the period in which the court is required to
apportion.
The Supreme Judicial Court shall have original jurisdiction to hear any
challenge to an apportionment law enacted by the Legislature, as registered
by any citizen or group thereof. If any challenge is sustained, the Supreme
Judicial Court shall make the apportionment.
*****
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Article IV
Part Second.
Senate.
Section 1. Number of Senators. The Senate shall consist of an odd
number of Senators, not less than 31 nor more than 35, elected at the same
time and for the same term as Representatives by the qualified electors of the
districts into which the State shall be from time to time divided.
Section 2. Submission of reapportionment plan to Secretary of
Senate; Legislature's action on commission's plan; division of State into
Senatorial Districts; division by Supreme Judicial Court. The Legislature
which shall convene in the year 2013, and also the Legislature which shall
convene in the year 2021 and every tenth year thereafter, shall cause the State
to be divided into districts for the choice of a Senator from each district, using
the same method as provided in Article IV, Part First, Section 2 for
apportionment of Representative Districts.
The apportionment plan of the commission established under Article IV,
Part Third, Section 1-A shall be submitted to the Secretary of the Senate no
later than June 1st of the year in which apportionment is required. In the
preparation of legislation implementing the plan, the commission, following a
unanimous decision by commission members, may adjust errors and
inconsistencies in accordance with the standards set forth in this Constitution,
so long as substantive changes are not made. The Legislature shall enact the
submitted plan of the commission or a plan of its own by a vote of 2/3 of the
Members of each House by June 11th of the year in which apportionment is
required. Such action shall be subject to the Governor's approval as provided
in Article IV, Part Third, Section 2.
In the event that the Legislature shall fail to make an apportionment by
June 11th, the Supreme Judicial Court shall, within 60 days following the
period in which the Legislature is required to act but fails to do so, make the
apportionment. In making such apportionment, the Supreme Judicial Court
shall take into consideration plans and briefs filed by the public with the court
during the first 30 days of the period in which the court is required to
apportion.
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The Supreme Judicial Court shall have original jurisdiction to hear any
challenge to an apportionment law enacted by the Legislature, as registered
by any citizen or group thereof. If any challenge is sustained, the Supreme
Judicial Court shall make the apportionment.
*****
Article IV
Part Third.
Legislative Power.
Section 1. To meet annually; power of Legislature to convene itself
at other times; extent of legislative power. The Legislature shall convene
on the first Wednesday of December following the general election in what
shall be designated the first regular session of the Legislature; and shall
further convene on the first Wednesday after the first Tuesday of January in
the subsequent even-numbered year in what shall be designated the second
regular session of the Legislature; provided, however, that the business of the
second regular session of the Legislature shall be limited to budgetary
matters; legislation in the Governor's call; legislation of an emergency nature
admitted by the Legislature; legislation referred to committees for study and
report by the Legislature in the first regular session; and legislation presented
to the Legislature by written petition of the electors under the provisions of
Article IV, Part Third, Section 18. The Legislature shall enact appropriate
statutory limits on the length of the first regular session and of the second
regular session. The Legislature may convene at such other times on the call
of the President of the Senate and Speaker of the House, with the consent of a
majority of the Members of the Legislature of each political party, all Members
of the Legislature having been first polled. The Legislature, with the
exceptions hereinafter stated, shall have full power to make and establish all
reasonable laws and regulations for the defense and benefit of the people of
this State, not repugnant to this Constitution, nor to that of the United States.
Section 1-A. Legislature to establish Apportionment Commission;
number of quorum; compensation of commission members;
commission's budget; division among political parties. A Legislature
which is required to apportion the districts of the House of Representatives or
the Senate, or both, under Article IV, Part First, Section 2, or Article IV, Part
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Second, Section 2, shall establish, within the first 3 calendar days after the
convening of that Legislature, a commission to develop in accordance with the
requirements of this Constitution, a plan for apportioning the House of
Representatives, the Senate, or both.
The commission shall be composed of 3 members from the political
party holding the largest number of seats in the House of Representatives,
who shall be appointed by the Speaker; 3 members from the political party
holding the majority of the remainder of the seats in the House of
Representatives, who shall be appointed by the floor leader of that party in
the House; 2 members of the party holding the largest number of seats in the
Senate, who shall be appointed by the President of the Senate; 2 members of
the political party holding the majority of the remainder of the seats in the
Senate, to be appointed by the floor leader of that party in the Senate; the
chairperson of each of the 2 major political parties in the State or their
designated representatives; and 3 members from the public generally, one to
be selected by each group of members of the commission representing the
same political party, and the third to be selected by the other 2 public
members. The Speaker of the House shall be responsible for organizing the
commission and shall be chairperson pro tempore thereof until a permanent
chairperson is selected by the commission members from among their own
number. No action may be taken without a quorum of 8 being present. The
commission shall hold public hearings on any plan for apportionment prior to
submitting such plan to the Legislature.
Public members of the commission shall receive the same rate of per
diem that is paid to Legislators for every day's attendance at special sessions
of the Legislature as defined by law. All members of the commission shall be
reimbursed for actual travel expenses incurred in carrying out the business of
the commission. The Legislature which is required to apportion shall
establish a budget for the apportioning commission within the state budget
document in the fiscal year previous to the fiscal year during which the
apportioning commission is required to convene and shall appropriate
sufficient funds for the commission to satisfactorily perform its duties and
responsibilities. The budget shall include sufficient funds to compensate the
chairperson of the commission and the chairperson's staff. The remainder of
the appropriation shall be made available equally among the political parties
represented on the commission to provide travel expenses, incidental

6

expenses and compensation for commission members and for partisan staff
and operations.
*****

Article IX
Section 24. Reapportionment. Congressional districts must be
reapportioned as follows.
1. Procedure. Beginning in 2021 and every 10 years thereafter, when
the Secretary of State has received notification of the number of congressional
seats to which the State is entitled and the Federal Decennial Census
population count is final, the Legislative Apportionment Commission,
established every 10 years pursuant to Article IV, Part Third, Section 1-A, shall
review the existing congressional districts. If the districts do not conform to
Supreme Judicial Court guidelines, the commission shall reapportion the State
into congressional districts.
In making such a reapportionment, the commission shall ensure that
each congressional district is formed of compact and contiguous territory and
crosses political subdivisions the least number of times necessary to establish
districts as equally populated as possible. The commission shall submit its
plan to the Clerk of the House of Representatives no later than June 1st of the
year in which apportionment is required. The Legislature shall enact the
submitted plan of the commission or a plan of its own in regular or special
session by a vote of 2/3 of the members of each House by June 11th of the
year in which apportionment is required to the Clerk of the House of
Representatives. This action is subject to the Governor's approval, as
provided in Article IV, Part Third, Section 2.
2. Court apportionment. If the Legislature fails to make an
apportionment by June 11th, the Supreme Judicial Court shall make the
apportionment within 60 days following the period in which the Legislature is
required to act but fails to do so. In making the apportionment, the Supreme
Judicial Court shall take into consideration plans and briefs filed by the public
with the court during the first 30 days of the period in which the court is
required to apportion.
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3. Judicial review. The Supreme Judicial Court has original jurisdiction to
hear any challenge to an apportionment law enacted by the Legislature, as
registered by any citizen or group of citizens. If a challenge is sustained, the
Supreme Judicial Court shall make the apportionment.

Section
25.
Apportionment
of
county
commissioner
districts. County commissioner districts must be apportioned as follows.
1. Redistricting, generally. Beginning in 2021 and every 10 years
thereafter, the apportionment commission established under Article IV, Part
Third, Section 1-A shall review the existing county commissioner districts and,
as necessary, reapportion those districts in each county to establish as nearly
as practicable equally populated districts. The Speaker of the House of
Representatives is responsible for calling the commission together to review
the county commissioner districts. No action may be taken by the commission
without a quorum of 7.
A. The apportionment commission shall divide the number of
commissioners in each county into the number of inhabitants of the
county, excluding foreigners not naturalized, according to the latest
Federal Decennial Census or a state census previously ordered by the
Legislature to coincide with the Federal Decennial Census, to determine
a mean population figure for each county commissioner district. Each
county commissioner district must be formed of contiguous and
compact territory and must cross political subdivision lines the least
number of times necessary to establish as nearly as practicable equally
populated districts. Whenever the population of a municipality entitles
it to more than one district, all whole districts must be drawn within the
municipal boundaries. Any population remainder within the
municipality must be included in a district drawn to cross the municipal
boundary as long as the population remainder within the municipality is
contiguous to another municipality or municipalities included in the
district. Any county that already meets the standards and guidelines for
equally populated districts, as established by this section, this
Constitution and the Constitution of the United States, need not be
reapportioned.
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B. Interested parties from each county may submit redistricting plans
for the commission to consider. Those plans must be submitted to the
commission no later than 30 calendar days after the commission is
called together by the Speaker of the House of Representatives under
this subsection. The commission may hold public hearings on plans
affecting each county.
C. The commission shall submit its plan to the Clerk of the House of
Representatives no later than June 1st of the year in which
apportionment is required. The Clerk of the House of Representatives
shall submit to the Legislature, no later than January 15, 2022, and
every 10th year thereafter, one legislative document to reapportion the
county commissioner districts based on the plan submitted by the
apportionment commission. The Legislature must enact the submitted
plan or a plan of its own in regular or special session by a vote of 2/3 of
the members of each House within 30 calendar days after the plan is
submitted to it by the Clerk of the House of Representatives. This action
is subject to the Governor's approval, as provided in Article IV, Part
Third, Section 2.
2. Supreme Judicial Court. If the Legislature fails to make an
apportionment within the 30 calendar days, the Supreme Judicial Court shall
make the apportionment within 60 calendar days following the period in
which the Legislature is required to act but fails to do so. In making the
apportionment, the Supreme Judicial Court shall consider plans and briefs
filed by the public with the court during the first 30 days of the period in
which the court is required to apportion.
*****

