
Our Mission
_______________________
The Maine Coalition Against 
Sexual Assault is organized 

to end sexual violence 
and to support high quality 
sexual violence prevention 
and response within Maine 

communities.



Achieving the Mission: Our Work

• Initiating and advocating for victim-centered 
public policy

•Funding sexual assault service providers

•Providing expert training, technical assistance, 
and resources for providers and partners





Approx. 14,000 Mainers are the victims of sexual assault each year.

In 2019, 514 rapes were 

reported to Maine law enforcement

6,000 – 7,000 Mainers will seek 

services from Maine’s sexual violence victim service providers 

A small percentage
will be prosecuted.

Annual number of people who are 
added to Maine’s sex offender registry.

Some
will be

found guilty.



Our public policy work seeks to expand, 
improve, and protect public policy which:

• Meaningfully contributes to the prevention of sexual 

violence;

• Ensures high quality response to victims across systems; 

• Promotes victims’ rights, protections, and victims’ access 

to justice; 

• Is responsive to the needs of marginalized and vulnerable 

populations; and,

• Increases community safety.



Program Area: Public Policy 



Public Policy: Statewide Policy Groups
USAO/AG Human Trafficking Workgroup

Dept. of Corrections Victim Advisory 
Board

MCEDV/MECASA LGBTQ+ Advisory Board

Maine Council for Elder Abuse 
Prevention

Juvenile Justice Advisory Group

Juvenile Restorative Justice Council

Maine County and Municipal Detention 
Facility Advisory Committee

Maine Justice for Children Task Force

Homicide Review Panel

County and Municipal Detention Facility 
Advisory Committee

Sex Offender Risk Assessment Advisory 
Commission

Judicial Branch Committee on Courts             
and the Media

Maine Criminal Justice Academy Board of 
Trustees

Justice Assistance Council

Maine Commission on Domestic and Sexual 
Abuse

Permanent Commission on the Status of 
Women

Maine Child Welfare Advisory Panel



Statewide Training For: 

▪ Corrections Staff – Sexual Assault and Prison Rape 
Elimination Act (PREA)

▪ DHHS Child Protective Service Case Workers –
Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children (CSEC)

▪ The Basic Law Enforcement Training Program at MJCA 

▪ Sexual Assault Forensic Examiners (SAFEs)



In FY20 we helped answer questions like:
What is our obligation to protect the privacy of deceased clients?

Where can someone who has sexually harmed others go for help?

How does a human rights-based approach to human trafficking fit with an end demand intervention?

Where can I refer formerly incarcerated survivors who want support re-entering into community?

How should we be talking to schools about sexting?

What is the most effective way to engage in remote training, community ed, and prevention efforts?

How do we support survivors with suicidal thoughts and comply with Maine’s duty to warn laws?

A client I’m working with has been charged with false reporting, what can I do?

How can we support survivors to find justice outside of the criminal system?

What should a survivor know before they talk to the media?

Are we required to make mandated reports on information that we only have seen in a public document?

How can we talk about online safety in a way that does not vilify the internet?

How can we decrease burnout for on-call advocates?

I think my client might have experienced trafficking-can you help me?

What does my center need to know about serving survivors who are also offenders?



Tools for Providers & Partners



A Children's Advocacy Center is:

a child-focused, facility-based program 

where…

people from law enforcement, child 

protection, prosecution, mental health, 

medical and victim advocacy

work together to…

interview children who have disclosed 

sexual abuse and…

make team decisions about investigation, 

treatment, management, and prosecution 
of child sexual abuse cases.
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