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PREFACE

The 2017 edition of Laws of the State of Maine is the official publication of the session laws of the State of
Maine enacted by the 128th Legislature and is compiled and published under the authority of the Maine Revised
Statutes, Title 3, section 163-A. Laws of the State of Maine has been in continuous publication since 1820, when
the acts and resolves adopted by the First Legislature were published by the Secretary of State under the authority
of Resolve 1820, chapter 25.

Volume 2 contains the public laws, private and special laws and resolves enacted at the First Special Session
and the Second Regular Session of the 128th Legislature, followed by the 2017 Revisor’s Report, chapter 1,
Initiated Bill 2017, chapter 1 and a selection of significant addresses, joint resolutions and memorials.

Volume 1 was published at the conclusion of the First Regular Session of the 128th Legislature and contains
legislation enacted during that session.

The following conventions are used throughout the series.

1. At the top of each page is a heading that classifies each law by session of passage, year, type and chapter
number.

2. A table of contents that locates major divisions and contents by page number is located at the beginning
of each volume.

3. An individual subject index of the documents contained in these volumes, arranged alphabetically by
subject heading with corresponding chapter numbers, is located at the end of this volume.

4. Session cross-reference tables are also provided at the end of this volume showing how unallocated
public laws, laws exempted in previous revisions and titles and sections of the Maine Revised Statutes of
1964 have been affected by the laws included in this publication.

5. Words and phrases deleted from the statutes are shown struck through. When an entire unit is repealed,
the text that is repealed is not shown struck through, but its repeal is indicated by express language.

6. When new words or sections are added to the statutes, they are underlined.

7. A chaptered law's Legislative Document number is printed beneath its chapter number heading,
indicating the source of the chapter.

8. The effective date for Maine laws is provided for in the Constitution of Maine, Article IV, Part Third,
Section 16, which specifies that, except for certain emergency legislation, an act or resolve enacted into law
takes effect 90 days after the adjournment of the session in which |t passed The general effective date of the
nonemergency law passed at the First Special Session of the 128" Legislature is February 5, 2018 and of
nonemergency laws passed at the Second Regular Session of the 128th Legislature is August 1, 2018. The
effective dates of emergency legislation vary and are provided at the ends of the chapters that were enacted
as emergencies.

Copies of a specific chaptered law may be obtained by contacting the Engrossing Division of this office.
Laws of the State of Maine is also available online through the website of the Office of the Revisor of Statutes at
http://www.mainelegislature.org/ros/lom/lomdirectory.htm.

This edition of Laws of the State of Maine and its predecessors have been prepared for the convenience of
the people of the State of Maine, and any comments or suggestions for improvements in subsequent editions
would be appreciated.

Suzanne M. Gresser
Revisor of Statutes
August 2018
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PUBLIC LAWS OF THE STATE OF MAINE
AS PASSED AT
THE FIRST SPECIAL SESSION OF THE
ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE
2017

CHAPTER 313
H.P.242 - L.D. 328

An Act To Encourage Regional
Planning and Reorganization

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 30-A MRSA 86201, sub-81, as en-
acted by PL 2005, c. 266, 82, is amended to read:

1. Commissioner. "Commissioner" means the
Commissioner of Administrative—andFinancial-Ser-
vices Economic and Community Development.

Sec. 2. 30-A MRSA 86201, sub-81-A is en-
acted to read:

1-A. Capital grant. "Capital grant" means a
grant award from the fund pursuant to section 6208 to
cover eligible costs for a capital grant as specified in
subsection 5, paragraph C.

Sec. 3. 30-A MRSA §6201, sub-§82, 3 and
5, as enacted by PL 2005, c. 266, 82, are amended to
read:

2. Cooperative services grant. "Cooperative
services grant” means a grant award from the fund
pursuant to section 6208 to cover eligible costs ef-a

ifyi jeet for a cooperative services grant as
specified in subsection 5, paragraph B.

3. Department. "Department" means the De-
partment of Administrative—and—Financial—Services
Economic and Community Development.

5. Eligible costs. "Eligible costs" means the ac-
tual and direct expenses incurred in implementing a
cooperative services grant, a capital grant or a plan-
ning grant awarded under section 6208, including ex-
penses incurred in connection with the following ac-
tivities for cooperative services grants, capital grants
and planning grants.

A. Eligible costs for a planning grant include the
expense of:

(1) Studies to examine alternative methods of
achieving collaboration, including those
adopted by other municipalities;

(2) Cost-benefit studies; and

(3) Facilitation of community meetings and
public outreach and education.

B. Eligible costs for a cooperative services grant
ineludes include the expense of:

(1) Execution and implementation of an in-
terlocal agreement under chapter 115, a tax
base sharing arrangement or another regional
government mechanism for achieving col-
laboration;

(2) Joint strategic planning or comprehensive
or capital investment planning;

(3) Public outreach and education;

(4) Collaboration or consolidation of offices
Or Services;

(5) Professional services, such as those pro-
vided by attorneys, consultants, facilitators
and architects; and

(6) Administrative services and costs, such
as photocopying, printing, telephone service
and travel costs.

C. Eligible costs for a capital grant include the
expense of:

(1) Site, facility, infrastructure or utility sys-
tem acquisition;

(2) Repair, rehabilitation or renovation of ex-
isting facilities;

(3) New construction or expansion of exist-
ing facilities; and

(4) Purchase of major equipment or systems.

Administrative and other costs of ongoing operations
that would otherwise be budgeted by a municipality,
county or regional government subdivision are not
eligible costs.

Sec. 4. 30-A MRSA 86205, first and last
191, as enacted by PL 2005, c. 266, §2, are amended to
read:

In accordance with the request for proposals is-
sued by the department under section 6209, an eligible
applicant may apply for a planning grant, a capital
grant or a cooperative services grant from the fund. In
order to be eligible for a planning grant, a capital grant
or a cooperative services grant, an eligible applicant
must demonstrate in its application that the project for
which it seeks a grant will be undertaken in coopera-
tion with one or more municipalities, counties or re-
gional government subdivisions.

1053



PUBLIC LAW, C. 314

In applying for a cooperative services grant or a
capital grant, an eligible applicant must specify the
type of qualifying project for which assistance is
sought and how the project will reduce demand for
property tax revenues.

Sec. 5. 30-A MRSA 86206, as amended by PL
2007, c. 662, 85, is further amended by adding after
the first paragraph a new paragraph to read:

The department may require an eligible applicant
to provide matching funds for a capital grant if sug-
gested by the review panel during consultation re-
guired under section 6208, subsection 1.

Sec. 6. 30-A MRSA 86207, sub-82, as en-
acted by PL 2005, c. 266, 82, is amended to read:

2. Cooperative services grants; capital grants.
In evaluating and ranking each application for a coop-
erative services grant or a capital grant, the review
panel established under section 6208 shall consider the
aggregate reduction in the demand for property tax
revenue in the geographical region covered by the mu-
nicipalities, counties and regional government subdivi-
sions cooperating in the qualifying project, the chance
of success of the project and the ability to replicate the
efficiency achieved by the project in other regions; and
other related factors in accordance with a request for
proposals issued by the department under section
62009.

Sec. 7. 30-A MRSA 86208, sub-81, YC, as
enacted by PL 2005, c. 266, 82, is amended to read:

C. A representative of the Department of Eeo-

i i Administra-
tive and Financial Services, appointed by the
Governor;

Sec. 8. 30-A MRSA 86208, sub-82, as en-
acted by PL 2005, c. 266, 82, is amended to read:

2. Review panel duties. The review panel estab-
lished in subsection 1 shall:

A. Determine whether each eligible applicant for
a cooperative services grant, a capital grant or a
planning grant meets the eligibility criteria under
section 6205 and provide written notice to that
applicant of its eligibility determination; and

B. In accordance with the request for proposals
issued under section 6209, review and rank pro-
posals from applicants eligible for cooperative
services grants, capital grants and planning grants
under section 6205 against the funding criteria de-
fined in section 6207 and award cooperative ser-
vices grants, capital grants or planning grants to
proposals that best meet the funding criteria in
section 6207 subject to availability of funding.

Prior to issuing the request for proposals as provided
in section 6209, the department shall consult with the

FIRST SPECIAL SESSION - 2017

review panel, which may suggest criteria for consid-
eration by the department.

Sec. 9. 30-A MRSA 86209, as enacted by PL
2005, c. 266, 8§82, is amended to read:

§6209. Request for proposals

No later than November 1st of each year, the de-
partment shall issue a request for proposals in accor-
dance with the Department of Administrative and Fi-
nancial Services, Bureau of General Services Rules,
Chapter 110 that includes the schedules for submission
and action on applications for grants under this chap-
ter; procedures for scoring and ranking those applica-
tions; and procedures and information requirements
related to application submissions. The department
shall provide reasonable notice to all eligible appli-
cants about the availability of the fund and the solicita-
tion of grant proposals.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 314
S.P.605-L.D. 1648

An Act To Amend the Law
Recognizing Local Control
Regarding Food Systems and
Require Compliance with
Federal and State Food Safety
Regulations

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, in the First Regular Session of the
128th Legislature, the Legislature enacted "An Act To
Recognize Local Control Regarding Food Systems,"
which the Governor, on June 16, 2017, signed and
which became Public Law 2017, chapter 215, effective
November 1, 2017; and

Whereas, under provisions of the Federal Meat
Inspection Act and the Federal Poultry Products In-
spection Act, the United States Department of Agricul-
ture, Food Safety and Inspection Service has ques-
tioned the State's authority under Public Law 2017,
chapter 215 to enforce the requirements of the State's
meat and poultry products inspection and licensing
program set forth in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title
22, chapter 562-A in a manner that is at least equal to
the standards imposed and enforced under the federal
acts; and

Whereas, the Secretary of Agriculture of the
United States has notified the Governor that, on or
after November 1, 2017, Maine will become a so-
called designated state for federal inspection of all the
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State's licensed or registered slaughtering and process-
ing establishments, which would threaten the meat and
poultry processing infrastructure of our State and po-
tentially cause grave harm to the State's rural econo-
mies; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 7 MRSA c. 8-F is enacted to read:
CHAPTER 8-F
MAINE FOOD SOVEREIGNTY ACT
§281. Short title

This chapter may be known and cited as "the
Maine Food Sovereignty Act."”

§282. Definitions

As used in this chapter, unless the context other-
wise indicates, the following terms have the following

meanings.

1. Direct producer-to-consumer _transaction.
"Direct producer-to-consumer _transaction” means a
face-to-face transaction involving food or food prod-
ucts at the site of production of those food or food

products.

2. Food or food products. "Food or food prod-
ucts" means food or food products intended for hu-
man_consumption, including, but not limited to, milk
or_milk products, meat or meat products, poultry or
poultry products, fish or fish products, seafood or sea-
food products, cider or juice, acidified foods or canned
fruits or vegetables.

3. State food law. "State food law" means any
provision of this Title or Title 22 that regulates direct
producer-to-consumer transactions.

§283. Statement of policy; local control and rural
economic development

It is the policy of this State to encourage food

PUBLIC LAW, C. 314

3. Improved health and well-being. Improve
the health and well-being of citizens of this State by
reducing hunger and increasing food security through
improved access to wholesome, nutritious foods by
supporting family farms and encouraging sustainable
farming and fishing;

4. Self-reliance _and personal responsibility.
Promote self-reliance and personal responsibility by
ensuring the ability of individuals, families and other
entities to prepare, process, advertise and sell foods
directly to customers intended solely for consumption
by the customers or their families; and

5. Rural economic development. Enhance rura
economic_development and the environmental and
social wealth of rural communities.

§284. Home rule authority

Pursuant to the home rule authority granted to
municipalities by Title 30-A, section 3001 and by the
Constitution of Maine, Article VIII, Part Second, and
notwithstanding any provision of state food law to the
contrary, except as contained in section 285, a munici-
pality may adopt ordinances regarding direct producer-
to-consumer transactions and the State shall recognize
such ordinances by not enforcing those state food laws
with respect to those direct producer-to-consumer
transactions that are governed by the ordinance.

§285. Departmental authority; livestock and
poultry

Notwithstanding any provision in this chapter to
the contrary, the department shall implement and en-
force all provisions of Title 22, chapter 562-A and the
rules adopted thereunder that are necessary to ensure
that the requirements of the State's meat and poultry
products inspection and licensing program are at least
equal to the applicable requirements specified under
applicable federal acts, as defined by the United States
Department of Agriculture or other federal agencies,
without exception.

§286. Compliance with food safety regulations

An individual who grows, produces, processes or
prepares food or food products for purposes other than
direct producer-to-consumer transactions in a munici-
pality that adopts or amends an ordinance pursuant to
section 284 shall grow, produce, process or prepare the

self-sufficiency for its citizens. The department shall

food or food products in compliance with all applica-

support policies that:

1. Local control. Through local control, pre-
serve the ability of communities to produce, process,
sell, purchase and consume locally produced foods;

2. Small-scale farming and food production.
Ensure the preservation of family farms and traditional
foodways through small-scale farming and food pro-
duction;

ble state and federal food safety laws, rules and regula-
tions.

Sec. 2. 7-A MRSA §101, sub-82-A, as en-
acted by PL 2013, c. 405, Pt. A, 87, is repealed.

Sec. 3. 7-A MRSA 8101, sub-82-B, as en-
acted by PL 2017, c. 215, 81, is repealed.

Sec. 4. 7-A MRSA 8§201-A, as enacted by PL
2013, c. 405, Pt. A, 88, is repealed.
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Sec. 5. 7-A MRSA 8§201-B, as enacted by PL
2017, c. 215, 82, is repealed.

Sec. 6. Authority to report a bill. The Joint
Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and
Forestry may report out a bill relating to the Maine
Revised Statutes, Title 7, chapter 8-F to the Second
Regular Session of the 128th Legislature.

Sec. 7. Effective date. Those sections of this
Act that repeal the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 7-A,
section 101, subsection 2-B and Title 7-A, section
201-B take effect November 1, 2017.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved, except as otherwise indicated.

Effective October 31, 2017, unless otherwise
indicated.

CHAPTER 315
S.P. 606 - L.D. 1649

An Act To Provide Funding for
Geographic Information
System Services

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, this legislation provides funding to the
Department of Administrative and Financial Services,
Office of Geographic Information Systems and Maine
Library of Geographic Information for the current fis-
cal year; and

Whereas, certain obligations and expenses re-
lated to the provision of services by the Department of
Administrative and Financial Services, Office of Geo-
graphic Information Systems and Maine Library of
Geographic Information to state agencies will become
due and payable during the current fiscal year; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. Appropriations and allocations.
The following appropriations and allocations are
made.

ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL
SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF

FIRST SPECIAL SESSION - 2017

Revenue Services, Bureau of 0002

Initiative: Provides funding for the Department of
Administrative and Financial Services, Office of Geo-
graphic Information Systems and Maine Library of
Geographic Information.

GENERAL FUND 2017-18 2018-19
All Other $263,213 $265,725

GENERAL FUND TOTAL $263,213 $265,725

ADMINISTRATIVE AND

FINANCIAL SERVICES,

DEPARTMENT OF

DEPARTMENT TOTALS 2017-18 2018-19
GENERAL FUND $263,213 $265,725

DEPARTMENT TOTAL - $263,213 $265,725

ALL FUNDS

AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND
FORESTRY, DEPARTMENT OF

Office of the Commissioner 0401

Initiative: Provides funding for the Department of
Administrative and Financial Services, Office of Geo-
graphic Information Systems and Maine Library of
Geographic Information.

GENERAL FUND 2017-18 2018-19
All Other $102,512 $102,921
GENERAL FUND TOTAL $102,512 $102,921
OTHER SPECIAL 2017-18 2018-19
REVENUE FUNDS
All Other $18,090 $18,163
OTHER SPECIAL $18,090 $18,163
REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
AGRICULTURE,
CONSERVATION AND
FORESTRY,
DEPARTMENT OF
DEPARTMENT TOTALS 2017-18 2018-19
GENERAL FUND $102,512 $102,921
OTHER SPECIAL $18,090 $18,163

REVENUE FUNDS
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DEPARTMENT TOTAL -
ALL FUNDS

$120,602 $121,084

BAXTER STATE PARK AUTHORITY
Baxter State Park Authority 0253

Initiative: Provides funding for the Department of
Administrative and Financial Services, Office of Geo-
graphic Information Systems and Maine Library of
Geographic Information.

OTHER SPECIAL 2017-18 2018-19
REVENUE FUNDS
All Other $6,780 $6,818
OTHER SPECIAL $6,780 $6,818
REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
BAXTER STATE PARK
AUTHORITY
DEPARTMENT TOTALS 2017-18 2018-19
OTHER SPECIAL $6,780 $6,818
REVENUE FUNDS
DEPARTMENT TOTAL - $6,780 $6,818
ALL FUNDS

DEFENSE, VETERANS AND EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT, DEPARTMENT OF

Administration - Maine Emergency Management
Agency 0214

Initiative: Provides funding for the Department of
Administrative and Financial Services, Office of Geo-
graphic Information Systems and Maine Library of
Geographic Information.

FEDERAL EXPENDITURES 2017-18 2018-19
FUND
All Other $40,410 $40,640
FEDERAL EXPENDITURES $40,410 $40,640
FUND TOTAL
DEFENSE, VETERANS
AND EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT,
DEPARTMENT OF
DEPARTMENT TOTALS 2017-18 2018-19
FEDERAL $40,410 $40,640

EXPENDITURES FUND

PUBLIC LAW, C. 315

DEPARTMENT TOTAL -
ALL FUNDS

$40,410 $40,640

EDUCATION, DEPARTMENT OF
School Finance and Operations Z078

Initiative: Provides funding for the Department of
Administrative and Financial Services, Office of Geo-
graphic Information Systems and Maine Library of
Geographic Information.

GENERAL FUND 2017-18 2018-19
All Other $5,644 $5,681

GENERAL FUND TOTAL $5,644 $5,681

EDUCATION,

DEPARTMENT OF

DEPARTMENT TOTALS 2017-18 2018-19
GENERAL FUND $5,644 $5,681

DEPARTMENT TOTAL - $5,644 $5,681

ALL FUNDS

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION,
DEPARTMENT OF

Administration - Environmental Protection 0251

Initiative: Provides funding for the Department of
Administrative and Financial Services, Office of Geo-
graphic Information Systems and Maine Library of
Geographic Information.

GENERAL FUND 2017-18 2018-19
All Other $103,271 $103,753
GENERAL FUND TOTAL $103,271 $103,753
OTHER SPECIAL 2017-18 2018-19
REVENUE FUNDS
All Other $44,604 $44,604
OTHER SPECIAL $44,604 $44,604
REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION,
DEPARTMENT OF
DEPARTMENT TOTALS 2017-18 2018-19
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GENERAL FUND $103,271 $103,753
OTHER SPECIAL $44,604 $44,604
REVENUE FUNDS
DEPARTMENT TOTAL - $147,875 $148,357
ALL FUNDS

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES,
DEPARTMENT OF

Office of the Commissioner 0142

Initiative: Provides funding for the Department of
Administrative and Financial Services, Office of Geo-
graphic Information Systems and Maine Library of
Geographic Information.

GENERAL FUND 2017-18 2018-19
All Other $27,655 $27,793
GENERAL FUND TOTAL $27,655 $27,793
OTHER SPECIAL 2017-18 2018-19
REVENUE FUNDS
All Other $18,437 $18,529
OTHER SPECIAL $18,437 $18,529
REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES,
DEPARTMENT OF
DEPARTMENT TOTALS 2017-18 2018-19
GENERAL FUND $27,655 $27,793
OTHER SPECIAL $18,437 $18,529
REVENUE FUNDS
DEPARTMENT TOTAL - $46,092 $46,322
ALL FUNDS

HOUSING AUTHORITY, MAINE STATE
Housing Authority - State 0442

Initiative: Provides funding for the Department of
Administrative and Financial Services, Office of Geo-
graphic Information Systems and Maine Library of
Geographic Information.

OTHER SPECIAL 2017-18 2018-19
REVENUE FUNDS
All Other $6,780 $6,818

FIRST SPECIAL SESSION - 2017

OTHER SPECIAL
REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL

$6,780 $6,818

HOUSING AUTHORITY,
MAINE STATE

DEPARTMENT TOTALS 2017-18 2018-19

OTHER SPECIAL
REVENUE FUNDS

$6,780 $6,818

DEPARTMENT TOTAL -
ALL FUNDS

$6,780 $6,818

INLAND FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE,
DEPARTMENT OF

Office of the Commissioner - Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife 0529

Initiative: Provides funding for the Department of
Administrative and Financial Services, Office of Geo-
graphic Information Systems and Maine Library of
Geographic Information.

GENERAL FUND 2017-18 2018-19
All Other $108,102 $108,584

GENERAL FUND TOTAL $108,102 $108,584

INLAND FISHERIES AND

WILDLIFE,

DEPARTMENT OF

DEPARTMENT TOTALS 2017-18 2018-19
GENERAL FUND $108,102 $108,584

DEPARTMENT TOTAL - $108,102 $108,584

ALL FUNDS

LABOR, DEPARTMENT OF
Administration - Labor 0030

Initiative: Provides funding for the Department of
Administrative and Financial Services, Office of Geo-
graphic Information Systems and Maine Library of
Geographic Information.

GENERAL FUND 2017-18 2018-19
All Other $5,644 $5,681
GENERAL FUND TOTAL $5,644 $5,681
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LABOR, DEPARTMENT

OF

DEPARTMENT TOTALS 2017-18 2018-19
GENERAL FUND $5,644 $5,681

DEPARTMENT TOTAL - $5,644 $5,681

ALL FUNDS

MARINE RESOURCES, DEPARTMENT OF
Bureau of Policy and Management 0258

Initiative: Provides funding for the Department of
Administrative and Financial Services, Office of Geo-
graphic Information Systems and Maine Library of
Geographic Information.

GENERAL FUND 2017-18 2018-19
All Other $59,729 $59,959

GENERAL FUND TOTAL $59,729 $59,959

MARINE RESOURCES,

DEPARTMENT OF

DEPARTMENT TOTALS 2017-18 2018-19
GENERAL FUND $59,729 $59,959

DEPARTMENT TOTAL - $59,729 $59,959

ALL FUNDS

PUBLIC SAFETY, DEPARTMENT OF
Fire Marshal - Office of 0327

Initiative: Provides funding for the Department of
Administrative and Financial Services, Office of Geo-
graphic Information Systems and Maine Library of
Geographic Information.

OTHER SPECIAL 2017-18 2018-19
REVENUE FUNDS
All Other $38,138 $38,368
OTHER SPECIAL $38,138 $38,368
REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
PUBLIC SAFETY,
DEPARTMENT OF
DEPARTMENT TOTALS 2017-18 2018-19
OTHER SPECIAL $38,138 $38,368

REVENUE FUNDS

PUBLIC LAW, C. 315

DEPARTMENT TOTAL -
ALL FUNDS

$38,138 $38,368

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
Emergency Services Communication Bureau 0994

Initiative: Provides funding for the Department of
Administrative and Financial Services, Office of Geo-
graphic Information Systems and Maine Library of
Geographic Information.

OTHER SPECIAL 2017-18 2018-19
REVENUE FUNDS
All Other $40,979 $41,209
OTHER SPECIAL $40,979 $41,209
REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
PUBLIC UTILITIES
COMMISSION
DEPARTMENT TOTALS 2017-18 2018-19
OTHER SPECIAL $40,979 $41,209
REVENUE FUNDS
DEPARTMENT TOTAL - $40,979 $41,209
ALL FUNDS

SECRETARY OF STATE, DEPARTMENT OF
Administration - Motor Vehicles 0077

Initiative: Provides funding for the Department of
Administrative and Financial Services, Office of Geo-
graphic Information Systems and Maine Library of
Geographic Information.

HIGHWAY FUND 2017-18 2018-19
All Other $6,212 $6,249

HIGHWAY FUND TOTAL $6,212 $6,249

SECRETARY OF STATE,

DEPARTMENT OF

DEPARTMENT TOTALS 2017-18 2018-19
HIGHWAY FUND $6,212 $6,249

DEPARTMENT TOTAL - $6,212 $6,249

ALL FUNDS

SECTION TOTALS 2017-18 2018-19
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GENERAL FUND $675,770 $680,097
HIGHWAY FUND $6,212 $6,249
FEDERAL $40,410 $40,640
EXPENDITURES FUND
OTHER SPECIAL $173,808 $174,509
REVENUE FUNDS

SECTION TOTAL - ALL $896,200 $901,495

FUNDS

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective October 31, 2017.

CHAPTER 316
H.P. 1137 - L.D. 1646

An Act To Implement
Ranked-choice Voting in 2021

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 21-A MRSA 81, sub-827-C, as en-
acted by IB 2015, c. 3, 81, is repealed and the follow-
ing enacted in its place:

27-C. Elections determined by ranked-choice
voting. "Elections determined by ranked-choice vot-

ing" means:

A. Primary elections for the offices of United
States Senator, United States Representative to
Congress, Governor, State Senator and State Rep-
resentative;

B. General and special elections for the offices of
United States Senator and United States Repre-
sentative to Congress; and

C. General and special elections for the offices of
Governor, State Senator and State Representative.

This subsection is repealed December 1, 2021 unless,
prior to that date, the voters of the State ratify an
amendment to the Constitution of Maine, Article 1V,
Part First, Section 5, Article 1V, Part Second, Sections
4 and 5 and Article V, Part First, Section 3 authorizing
he Legislature, by proper enactment, to determine the
method by which the Governor and members of the
State Senate and House of Representatives are elected.

Sec. 2. 21-A MRSA 81, sub-835-A, as en-
acted by IB 2015, c. 3, §2, is amended to read:

35-A. Ranked-choice voting. "Ranked-choice
voting" means the method of casting and tabulating
votes in which voters rank candidates in order of pref-

—
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erence, tabulation proceeds in sequential rounds in
which last-place candidates are defeated and the can-
didate with the most votes in the final round is elected.

This subsection is repealed December 1, 2021 unless,
prior to that date, the voters of the State ratify an
amendment to the Constitution of Maine, Article 1V,
Part First, Section 5, Article 1V, Part Second, Sections
4 and 5 and Article V, Part First, Section 3 authorizing
the Legislature, by proper enactment, to determine the
method by which the Governor and members of the
State Senate and House of Representatives are elected.

Sec. 3. 21-A MRSA 8601, sub-82, 1J, as en-
acted by 1B 2015, c. 3, 83, is amended to read:

J.  For offices—elected elections determined by
ranked-choice voting, the ballot must be simple
and easy to understand and allow a voter to rank
candidates for an office in order of preference. A
voter may include no more than one write-in can-
didate among that voter's ranked choices for each
office.

This paragraph is repealed December 1, 2021
unless, prior to that date, the voters of the State
ratify an amendment to the Constitution of Maine,
Article 1V, Part First, Section 5, Article 1V, Part
Second, Sections 4 and 5 and Article V, Part First,
Section 3 authorizing the Legislature, by proper
enactment, to determine the method by which the
Governor and members of the State Senate and
House of Representatives are elected.

Sec. 4. 21-A MRSA 8695, first {, as
amended by PL 2001, c. 516, 810, is further amended
to read:

Except for elections determined by ranked-choice
voting, the following provisions apply to the counting
of ballots. The election clerks shall count the ballots
under the supervision of the warden as soon as the
polls are closed, except that if, in the opinion of the
municipal clerk the public interests will best be served,
referendum ballots may be counted on the day imme-
diately following the election, as long as the count is
completed within 24 hours after the polls are closed.
If referendum ballots are counted under this exception,
the municipal clerk is responsible for the security and
safekeeping of the ballots until the count has been
completed.

Sec. 5. 21-A MRSA 8722, sub-81, as
amended by PL 2017, c. 141, 82, is further amended to
read:

1. How tabulated. The Secretary of State shall
tabulate all votes that appear by an election return to
have been cast for each question or candidate whose
name appeared on the ballot. For effices-elected elec-
tions determined by ranked-choice voting, the Secre-
tary of State shall tabulate the votes according to the
ranked-choice voting method described in section
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723-A. The Secretary of State shall tabulate the votes
that appear by an election return to have been cast for
a declared write-in candidate based on a recount re-
quested and conducted pursuant to section 737-A, sub-
section 2-A.

Sec. 6. 21-A MRSA §723, sub-81, as
amended by PL 2017, c. 248, 85, is further amended to
read:

1. Primary election. In a primary election held
before December 1, 2021, the person who receives a
plurality of the votes cast for nomination to any office,
as long as there is at least one vote cast for that office,
is nominated for that office, except for write-in candi-
dates under paragraph A. In a primary election held
on or after December 1, 2021, the person who is de-
termined the winner pursuant to section 723-A for
nomination to any office, as long as there is at least
one vote cast for that office, is nominated for that of-
fice, except for write-in candidates under paragraph A.

A. A write-in candidate who complies with sec-
tion 722-A and who fulfills the other qualifica-
tions under section 334 may be nominated at the
primary election if that person receives a number
of valid write-in votes equal to at least twice the
minimum number of signatures required under
section 335, subsection 5 on a primary petition for
a candidate for that office.

B. The Secretary of State shall immediately cer-
tify by mail the nomination of each person nomi-
nated by the primary election.

Sec. 7. 21-A MRSA §723, sub-82, as
amended by PL 2017, c. 248, 86, is further amended to
read:

2. Other elections. In any other election except
for those determined by ranked-choice voting, the per-
son who receives a plurality of the votes cast for elec-
tion to any office, as long as there is at least one vote
cast for that office, is elected to that office, except that
a write-in candidate must also comply with section
722-A.

Sec. 8. 21-A MRSA 8723-A, sub-82, as en-
acted by IB 2015, c. 3, 85, is amended to read:

2. Procedures. Except as provided in subsec-
tions 3 and 4, the following procedures are used to
determine the winner i of an election fer-an—office
elected determined by ranked-choice voting. Tabula-
tion must proceed in rounds. In each round, the num-
ber of votes for each continuing candidate must be
counted. Each continuing ballot counts as one vote for
its highest-ranked continuing candidate for that round.
Exhausted ballots are not counted for any continuing
candidate. The round then ends with one of the follow-
ing 2 potential outcomes.

PUBLIC LAW, C. 316

A. If there are 2 or fewer continuing candidates,
the candidate with the most votes is declared the
winner of the election.

B. If there are more than 2 continuing candidates,
the last-place candidate is defeated and a new
round begins.

Sec. 9. 21-A MRSA 8723-A, sub-85, as en-
acted by IB 2015, c. 3, 85, is amended to read:

5. Effect on rights of political parties. For all
statutory and constitutional provisions in the State
pertaining to the rights of political parties, the number
of votes cast for a party's candidate for an office
elected determined by ranked-choice voting is the
number of votes credited to that candidate after the
initial counting in the first round described in subsec-
tion 2.

Sec. 10. 21-A MRSA 8723-A, sub-85-A is
enacted to read:

5-A. Rules. The Secretary of State shall adop
rules for the proper and efficient administration of
elections determined by ranked-choice voting. At a
minimum, rules required under this subsection must
include procedures, as determined appropriate by the
Secretary of State, for requesting and conducting re-
counts of the results as determined in the rounds of
tabulation described in subsection 2. Rules adopted
pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules
as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

Sec. 11. 21-A MRSA §723-A, sub-86, as en-
acted by IB 2015, c. 3, 85, is amended to read:

6. Application. This section applies to elections
held on or after January-1,2018 December 1, 2021.

Sec. 12. 21-A MRSA 8723-A, sub-87 is en-
acted to read:

7. Contingent repeal. This section is repealed
December 1, 2021 unless, prior to that date, the voters
of the State ratify an amendment to the Constitution of
Maine, Article 1V, Part First, Section 5, Article 1V,
Part Second, Sections 4 and 5 and Article V, Part First,
Section 3 authorizing the Legislature, by proper en-
actment, to determine the method by which the Gov-
ernor and members of the State Senate and House of
Representatives are elected.

Sec. 13. Secretary of State to report. The
Secretary of State shall conduct an evaluation of im-
plementation of ranked-choice voting for primary elec-
tions for the offices of United States Senator, United
States Representative to Congress, Governor, State
Senator and State Representative and general and spe-
cial elections for the offices of United States Senator
and United States Representative to Congress, includ-
ing, but not limited to, identification of statutory con-
flicts between Initiated Bill 2015, chapter 3 as
amended by this Act and relevant provisions of the
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Maine Revised Statutes. The evaluation must include
an estimate of the costs associated with the implemen-
tation of ranked-choice voting. No later than January
2, 2019, the Secretary of State shall submit a report to
the joint standing committee of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over election matters, including recom-
mended legislation, for the administration of ranked-
choice voting for the elections as described in this sec-
tion. The joint standing committee of the Legislature
having jurisdiction over election matters is authorized
to submit legislation based on the report described in
this section to the First Regular Session of the 129th
Legislature.

Sec. 14. Contingent legislation. If the Maine
Revised Statutes, Title 21-A, section 723-A is repealed
pursuant to Title 21-A, section 723-A, subsection 7,
the joint standing committee of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over election matters shall submit a bill to
the Second Regular Session of the 130th Legislature to
reflect the repeal of ranked-choice voting provisions
found in the Maine Revised Statutes.

See title page for effective date.
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PRIVATE AND SPECIAL LAWS OF THE STATE OF MAINE
AS PASSED AT
THE FIRST SPECIAL SESSION OF THE
ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE
2017

(There were none.)
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RESOLVES OF THE STATE OF MAINE
AS PASSED AT
THE FIRST SPECIAL SESSION OF THE
ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE
2017

CHAPTER 29
S.P. 604 - L.D. 1647

Resolve, Authorizing Certain
Land Transactions by the
Bureau of Parks and Lands
within the Department of
Agriculture, Conservation and
Forestry

Preamble. The Constitution of Maine, Article
IX, Section 23 requires that real estate held by the
State for conservation or recreation purposes may not
be reduced or its uses substantially altered except on
the vote of 2/3 of all members elected to each House;
and

Whereas, the real estate authorized for convey-
ance by this resolve is under the designations de-
scribed in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, section
598-A; and

Whereas, the Director of the Bureau of Parks
and Lands within the Department of Agriculture, Con-
servation and Forestry may sell or exchange lands with
the approval of the Legislature in accordance with the
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, sections 1837 and
1851; and

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, this legislation is important to the im-
mediate and long-term economic health of the Town
of Washburn and of Aroostook County; and

Whereas, this legislation is important to the
safety of the public that uses the multipurpose trail
system in the Town of Washburn and to the safety of
the public that uses the roadways near that trail sys-
tem; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore, be it

Sec. 1. Director of the Bureau of Parks
and Lands authorized, but not directed, to ex-
change certain land in the Town of Washburn,
Aroostook County. Resolved: That the Director

of the Bureau of Parks and Lands within the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry may
by quitclaim deed convey to the Town of Washburn
the property southwest of the intersection of Main
Street, Route 164, and Gardiner Creek Road constitut-
ing a segment of the Aroostook Valley Trail measur-
ing approximately 30 feet wide and approximately 440
feet long from where it joins the Bangor and
Aroostook Trail, both being state-owned trails used for
motorized recreation, in exchange for conveyance of
the property west and north of the intersection of Main
Street, Route 164, and Riverside Drive, now owned by
the Town of Washburn, constituting a new stretch of
trail corridor 60 feet wide, on which the Town of
Washburn must have built a new trail making a con-
nection between the 2 trails according to specifications
provided by the Bureau of Parks and Lands prior to
this conveyance.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective October 31, 2017.
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CONSTITUTIONAL RESOLUTIONS OF THE STATE OF MAINE
AS PASSED AT
THE FIRST SPECIAL SESSION OF THE
ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE
2017

(There were none.)
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PUBLIC LAWS OF THE STATE OF MAINE
AS PASSED AT
THE SECOND REGULAR SESSION OF THE
ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE
2017

CHAPTER 317
S.P.613-L.D. 1663

An Act To Improve the
Regulation of Debt Collectors

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 32 MRSA 811002, sub-82, as
amended by PL 1995, c. 397, 8101, is further amended
to read:

2. Conducting business in this State. "Conduct-
ing business in this State™ means the collection or at-
tempted collection of a debt due another by a debt
collector located in this State; the face-te-face solicita-
tion of creditors in this State as clients and the collec-
tion or attempted collection of their debts by a debt
collector, wherever located; or the collection or at-
tempted collection of debts—ineurred-between a debt
from a consumer in this State apd-creditor-in-this-State
by a debt collector, wherever located.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 318
H.P. 1165 - L.D. 1677

An Act Regarding the
Information Required of Debt
Buyers for Debt Collection

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 32 MRSA 811013, sub-89, 1D, as
enacted by PL 2017, c. 216, 85, is amended to read:

D. The prineipal amount due at charge-off;

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 319
H.P. 895 - L.D. 1298
An Act To Update Maine's
Water Quality Standards

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 38 MRSA 8361-A, sub-81-L is en-
acted to read:

1-L. CFU. "CFU" means colony-forming units.

Sec. 2. 38 MRSA 8464, sub-84, 1A, as
amended by PL 2013, c. 193, 81, is further amended to
read:

A. Notwithstanding section 414-A, the depart-
ment may not issue a water discharge license for
any of the following discharges:

(1) Direct discharge of pollutants to waters
having a drainage area of less than 10 square
miles, except that:

(a) Discharges into these waters that
were licensed prior to January 1, 1986
are allowed to continue only until practi-
cal alternatives exist;

(b) Storm water discharges in compli-
ance with state and local requirements
are exempt from this subparagraph;

(c) Aquatic pesticide or chemical dis-
charges approved by the department and
conducted by the department, the De-
partment of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
or an agent of either agency for the pur-
pose of restoring biological communities
affected by an invasive species are ex-
empt from this subparagraph;

(d) Chemical discharges for the purpose
of restoring water quality in GPA waters
approved by the department are exempt
from this subparagraph;

(e) Discharges of aquatic pesticides ap-
proved by the department for the control
of mosquito-borne diseases in the interest
of public health and safety using materi-
als and methods that provide for protec-
tion of nontarget species are exempt from
this subparagraph. When the department
issues a license for the discharge of
aquatic pesticides authorized under this
division, the department shall notify the
municipality in which the application is
licensed to occur and post the notice on
the department's publicly accessible
website; and
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(f) Discharges of pesticides approved by
the department are exempt from this sub-
paragraph that are:

(i) Unintended and an incidental re-
sult of the spraying of pesticides;

(if) Applied in compliance with fed-
eral labeling restrictions; and

(iii)  Applied in compliance with
statute, Board of Pesticides Control
rules and best management prac-
tices:;

(2) New direct discharge of domestic pollut-
ants to tributaries of Class-GPA waters;

(3) Any discharge into a tributary of GPA
waters that by itself or in combination with
other activities causes water quality degrada-
tion that would impair the characteristics and
designated uses of downstream GPA waters
or causes an increase in the trophic state of

those GPA waters except-for-thefollewing:;

. ical_di

(4) Discharge of pollutants to waters of the
State that imparts color, taste, turbidity, toxic-
ity, radioactivity or other properties that cause
those waters to be unsuitable for the desig-
nated uses and characteristics ascribed to
their class;

(5) Discharge of pollutants to any water of
the State that violates sections 465, 465-A
and 465-B, except as provided in section 451;
causes the "pH" of fresh waters to fall outside
of the 6.0 to 8.5 range; or causes the "pH" of
estuarine and marine waters to fall outside of
the 7.0 to 8.5 range;
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(6) New discharges of domestic pollutants to
the surface waters of the State that are not
conveyed and treated in municipal or quasi-
municipal sewage facilities. For the purposes
of this subparagraph, "new discharge” means
any overboard discharge that was not licensed
as of June 1, 1987, except discharges from
vessels and those discharges that were in con-
tinuous existence for the 12 months preceding
June 1, 1987, as demonstrated by the appli-
cant to the department with clear and con-
vincing evidence. The volume of the dis-
charge from an overboard discharge facility
that was licensed as of June 1, 1987 is deter-
mined by the actual or estimated volume from
the facilities connected to the overboard dis-
charge facility during the 12 months preced-
ing June 1, 1987 or the volume allowed by
the previous license, whichever is less, unless
it is found by the department that an error was
made during prior licensing. The months
during which a discharge may occur from an
overboard discharge facility that was licensed
as of June 1, 1987 must be determined by the
actual use of the facility at the time of the
most recent license application prior to June
1, 1987 or the actual use of the facility during
the 12 months prior to June 1, 1987, which-
ever is greater. If the overboard discharge fa-
cility was the primary residence of an owner
at the time of the most recent license applica-
tion prior to June 1, 1987 or during the 12
months prior to June 1, 1987, then the facility
is considered a year-round residence. "Year-
round residence™ means a facility that is con-
tinuously used for more than 8 months of the
year. For purposes of licensing, the depart-
ment shall treat an increase in the licensed
volume or quantity of an existing discharge or
an expansion in the months during which the
discharge takes place as a new discharge of
domestic pollutants;

(7) After the Administrator of the United
States Environmental Protection Agency
ceases issuing permits for discharges of pol-
lutants to waters of this State pursuant to the
administrator's authority under the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act, Section
402(c)(1), any proposed license to which the
administrator has formally objected under 40
Code of Federal Regulations, Section 123.44,
as amended, or any license that would not
provide for compliance with applicable re-
quirements of that Act or regulations adopted
thereunder;

(8) Discharges for which the imposition of
conditions can not ensure compliance with
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applicable water quality requirements of this
State or another state;

(9) Discharges that would, in the judgment of
the Secretary of the United States Army, sub-
stantially impair anchorage or navigation;

(10) Discharges that would be inconsistent
with a plan or plan amendment approved un-
der the Federal Water Pollution Control Act,
Section 208(b); and

(11) Discharges that would cause unreason-
able degradation of marine waters or when
insufficient information exists to make a rea-
sonable judgment whether the discharge
would cause unreasonable degradation of ma-
rine waters.

Notwithstanding subparagraph (6), the department
may issue a wastewater discharge license allow-
ing for an increase in the volume or quantity of
discharges of domestic pollutants from any uni-
versity, college or school administrative unit sew-
age facility, as long as the university, college or
school administrative unit has a wastewater dis-
charge license valid on the effective date of this
paragraph and the increase in discharges does not
violate the conditions of subparagraphs (1) to (5)
and (7) to (11) or other applicable laws.

Sec. 3. 38 MRSA 8464, sub-84, D, as

amended by PL 1991, c. 159, is further amended to
read:

D. Except as otherwise provided in this para-
graph, for the purpose of computing whether a
discharge will violate the classification of any
river or stream, the assimilative capacity of the
river or stream must be computed using the mini-
mum 7-day low flow which that can be expected
to occur with a frequency of once in 10 years.
The department may use a different flow rate only
for those toxic substances regulated under section
420 and for those nutrients specified in depart-
ment rules. To use a different flow rate, the de-
partment must find that the flow rate is consistent
with the risk being addressed.

Sec. 4. 38 MRSA 8465, sub-81, B, as en-

acted by PL 1985, c. 698, 815, is amended to read:

B. The aquatic life, dissolved oxygen and bacte-
ria content of Class AA waters shall must be as
naturally occurs, except that the number of
Escherichia coli bacteria in these waters may not
exceed a geometric mean of 64 CFU per 100 mil-
liliters over a 90-day interval or 236 CFU per 100
milliliters in more than 10% of the samples in any
90-day interval.

Sec. 5. 38 MRSA 8465, sub-82, YB, as en-

acted by PL 1985, c. 698, 8§15, is amended to read:
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B. The dissolved oxygen content of Class A wa-
ters shall-be may not be less than 7 parts per mil-
lion or 75% of saturation, whichever is higher,
except that for the period from October 1st to May
14th, in order to ensure spawning and eqg incuba-
tion of indigenous fish species, the 7-day mean
dissolved oxygen concentration may not be less
than 9.5 parts per million and the one-day mini-
mum dissolved oxygen concentration may not be
less than 8.0 parts per million in identified fish
spawning areas. The aquatic life and bacteria
content of Class A waters shall must be as natu-
rally occurs, except that the numbers of
Escherichia coli bacteria in these waters may not
exceed a geometric mean of 64 CFU per 100 mil-
liliters over a 90-day interval or 236 CFU per 100
milliliters in more than 10% of the samples in any

90-day interval.
Sec. 6. 38 MRSA 8465, sub-83, B, as

amended by PL 2005, c. 409, 81, is further amended to
read:

B. The dissolved oxygen content of Class B wa-
ters may not be less than 7 parts per million or
75% of saturation, whichever is higher, except
that for the period from October 1st to May 14th,
in order to ensure spawning and egg incubation of
indigenous fish species, the 7-day mean dissolved
oxygen concentration may not be less than 9.5
parts per million and the 4-day one-day minimum
dissolved oxygen concentration may not be less
than 8.0 parts per million in identified fish spawn-
ing areas. Between May April 15th and Septem-
ber-30th October 31st, the number of Escherichia
coli bacteria e et
in these waters may not exceed a geometric mean
of 64 CFU per 100 milliliters over a 90-day inter-
val or an-instantaneoustevel-of 236 CFU per 100
milliliters in more than 10% of the samples in any
90-day interval. i
i i i i 1
Sec. 7. 38 MRSA 8465, sub-83, 1C, as

amended by PL 2007, c. 291, 84, is further amended to
read:

C. Discharges to Class B waters may not cause
adverse impact to aquatic life in that the receiving
waters must be of sufficient quality to support all
aquatic species indigenous to the receiving water
without detrimental changes in the resident bio-
logical community.



PUBLIC LAW, C. 319
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(1-A) For the purpose of allowing the dis-
charge of aquatic pesticides or chemicals ap-
proved by the department and conducted by
the department, the Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife or an agent of either
agency to restore resident biological commu-
nities affected by an invasive species, the de-
partment may find that the discharged efflu-
ent will not cause adverse impact to aquatic
life as long as the materials and methods used
do not cause a significant loss of any nontar-
get species and allow restoration of nontarget
species. The department may find that an un-
avoidable, temporary loss of nontarget spe-
cies does not constitute a significant loss of

nontarget species.

(2) For the purpose of allowing the discharge
of aquatic pesticides approved by the depart-
ment for the control of mosquito-borne dis-
eases in the interest of public health and
safety, the department may find that the dis-
charged effluent will not cause adverse im-
pact to aquatic life as long as the materials
and methods used provide protection for non-
target species. When the department issues a
license for the discharge of aquatic pesticides
authorized under this subparagraph, the de-
partment shall notify the municipality in
which the application is licensed to occur and
post the notice on the department's publicly
accessible website.

Sec. 8. 38 MRSA 8465, sub-84, 1B, as re-

pealed and replaced by PL 2005, c. 409, 82, is
amended to read:

B. The dissolved oxygen content of Class C wa-
ter may be not be less than 5 parts per million or
60% of saturation, whichever is higher, except
that in identified salmonid spawning areas where
water quality is sufficient to ensure spawning, egg
incubation and survival of early life stages, that
water quality sufficient for these purposes must be
maintained. In order to provide additional protec-
tion for the growth of indigenous fish, the follow-
ing standards apply.

(1) The 30-day average dissolved oxygen cri-
terion of a Class C water is 6.5 parts per mil-
lion using a temperature of 22 degrees centi-
grade or the ambient temperature of the water
body, whichever is less, if:

(&) A license or water quality certificate
other than a general permit was issued
prior to March 16, 2004 for the Class C
water and was not based on a 6.5 parts
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per million 30-day average dissolved
oxygen criterion; or

(b) A discharge or a hydropower project
was in existence on March 16, 2005 and
required but did not have a license or wa-
ter quality certificate other than a general
permit for the Class C water.

This criterion for the water body applies to li-
censes and water quality certificates issued on
or after March 16, 2004.

(2) In Class C waters not governed by sub-
paragraph (1), dissolved oxygen may not be
less than 6.5 parts per million as a 30-day av-
erage based upon a temperature of 24 degrees
centigrade or the ambient temperature of the
water body, whichever is less. This criterion
for the water body applies to licenses and wa-
ter quality certificates issued on or after
March 16, 2004.

The department may negotiate and enter into
agreements with licensees and water quality cer-
tificate holders in order to provide further protec-
tion for the growth of indigenous fish. Agree-
ments entered into under this paragraph are en-
forceable as department orders according to the
provisions of sections 347-A to 349.

Between May April 15th and September-30th Oc-
tober 31st, the number of Escherichia coli bacteria
in Class C

waters may not exceed a geometric mean of 126
100 CFU per 100 milliliters over a 90-day interval
or an-instantaneous-tevel-of 236 CFU per 100 mil-
liliters in_more than 10% of the samples in any

90-day interval. tnr-determining—human—and-do-
resticantmal-ortgin—thedepartment shall-assess

licensed—and-unhicensed-sources—using—available
diagnestic—procedures: The board shall adopt

rules governing the procedure for designation of
spawning areas. Those rules must include provi-
sion for periodic review of designated spawning
areas and consultation with affected persons prior
to designation of a stretch of water as a spawning
area.

Sec. 9. 38 MRSA 8465, sub-84, 1C, as

amended by PL 2005, c. 182, 85, is further amended to

C. Discharges to Class C waters may cause some
changes to aquatic life, except that the receiving
waters must be of sufficient quality to support all
species of fish indigenous to the receiving waters
and maintain the structure and function of the

resident biological community. Fhis—paragraph

| : icid el

discharges-approved-by-the-department-and-con-

ducted—by—the department—the Department—of
land Fioheri Tdlif F it
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- For
the purpose of allowing the discharge of aquatic
pesticides or chemicals approved by the depart-
ment_and conducted by the department, the De-
partment of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife or an
agent of either agency to restore biological com-
munities affected by an invasive species, the de-
partment may find that the discharged effluent
will not cause unacceptable changes to aguatic life
as long as the materials and methods used will en-
sure the support of all species of indigenous fish
and the structure and function of the resident bio-
logical community and will allow restoration of

nontarget species.
Sec. 10. 38 MRSA 8465-A, sub-81, YB, as

amended by PL 2017, c. 137, Pt. B, 82, is further
amended to read:

B. Class GPA waters must be described by their
trophic state based on measures of the chlorophyll
a" content, Secchi disk transparency, total phos-
phorus content and other appropriate criteria.
Class GPA waters must have a stable or decreas-
ing trophic state, subject only to natural fluctua-
tions, and must be free of culturally induced algal
blooms that impair their use and enjoyment. The
number of Escherichia coli bacteria ef-human-and
in these waters may not
exceed a geometric mean of 29 CFU per 100 mil-
liliters over a 90-day interval or ar-instantanecus
fevel-of 194 CFU per 100 milliliters in more than
10% of the samples in any 90-day interval.

Sec. 11. 38 MRSA §465-B, sub-81, B, as

enacted by PL 1985, c. 698, 815, is amended to read:

B. The estuarine and marine life, dissolved oxy-
gen and bacteria content of Class SA waters shal
must be as naturally occurs, except that the num-
ber of enterococcus bacteria in these waters may
not exceed a geometric mean of 8 CFU per 100
milliliters in any 90-day interval or 54 CFU per
100 milliliters in more than 10% of the samples in
any 90-day interval.

Sec. 12. 38 MRSA 8§465-B, sub-82, 1B, as

PUBLIC LAW, C. 320

- The numbers number
of total coliform bacteria or other specified indica-
tor organisms in samples representative of the wa-
ters in shellfish harvesting areas may not exceed
the criteria recommended under the National
Shellfish Sanitation Program, United States Food
and Drug Administration.

Sec. 13. 38 MRSA 8465-B, sub-83, 1B, as

amended by PL 2005, c. 409, 84, is further amended to

B. The dissolved oxygen content of Class SC wa-
ters must-be may not be less than 70% of satura-
tion. Between May April 15th and September
30th October 31st, the numbers number of entero-
coccus bacteria ef-human—and—domestic—animal
origin in these waters may not exceed a geometric
mean of 14 CFU per 100 milliliters in any 90-day
interval or an-instantaneous-level-of 94 CFU per
100 milliliters in more than 10% of the samples in
any 90-day interval.

- The numbers number
of total coliform bacteria or other specified indica-
tor organisms in samples representative of the wa-
ters in restricted shellfish harvesting areas may
not exceed the criteria recommended under the
National Shellfish Sanitation Program, United
States Food and Drug Administration.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 320
H.P. 1144 - L..D. 1659

An Act To Amend Maine's
Marine Resources Laws
Regarding Certain License
Fees and Surcharges That
Were Amended by Recently
Enacted Legislation

amended by PL 2005, c. 409, §3, is further amendedto ~ Be it enacted by the People of the State of
read: Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA 86421, sub-87-B, A, as
enacted by PL 2017, c. 284, Pt. EEEEE, 83, is
amended to read:

A. For a resident Class | license for applicants
under 18 years of age, $65 $60;

Sec. 2. 12 MRSA 86421, sub-87-C, 1B to
E, as enacted by PL 2017, c. 284, Pt. EEEEE, 83, are
amended to read:

B. For aresident Class I license for applicants 18
g years of age or older and under 70 years of age,

B. The dissolved oxygen content of Class SB wa-
ters must-be may not be less than 85% of satura-
tion. Between May April 15th and September
30th October 31st, the numbers number of entero-
coccus bacteria ef—h%qan—and—derﬂesm—ammal
origin in these waters may not exceed a geometric
mean of 8 CFU per 100 milliliters in any 90-day
interval or an-instantaneous-tevel-of 54 CFU per
100 milliliters in more than 10% of the samples in
any 90-day interval.
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resident Class Il license for applicants 70 years of
age or older or resident apprentice license for ap-
plicants 70 18 years of age or older, $10;

C. For a resident Class Il license for applicants
under 70 years of age or resident Class Il license
for applicants 70 years of age or older, $20;

D. For a resident Class Il license for applicants
under 70 years of age, nonresident Class I license
for applicants under 18 years of age or a nonresi-
dent apprentice license for applicants under 18
years of age, $30;

E. For a nonresident Class I license for applicants
18 years of age or older or nonresident apprentice
license for applicants 18 years of age or older,
$60;

Sec. 3. 12 MRSA §6749-Q, sub-83, as
amended by PL 2007, c. 615, §19, is repealed.

Sec. 4. 12 MRSA 86749-Q, last 1, as
amended by PL 2007, c. 615, §20, is further amended
to read:

The commissioner shall deposit all surcharges as-
sessed in this section in the Sea Urchin Research Fund

established in section 6749-R.—except-that—fees—col-

lected-under-subsection-3-must-be-evenly-split between
the-Sea—Urchin-Research-Fund-and-the-Seallop-—Re-
Fund liohod i ion 6720 A

See title page for effective date.
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right-of-way and the designated-time—period date
the sign witl-be-maintained was erected within the
public right-of-way.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 321
H.P. 165 - L.D. 209

An Act To Amend the Laws
Governing Temporary Sign
Usage

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 23 MRSA 81913-A, sub-81, YL, as
enacted by PL 2015, c. 403, 84, is amended to read:

L. Temporary signs placed within the public
right-of-way for a maximum of 6 12 weeks per
calendar year. A temporary sign may not be
placed within 30 feet of another temporary sign
bearing the same or substantially the same mes-
sage. A temporary sign may not exceed 4 feet by
8 feet in size. A sign under this paragraph must
be—labeled—with include or be marked with the
name and address of the individual, entity or or-
ganization that placed the sign within the public

CHAPTER 322
H.P. 1163 - L.D. 1675

An Act To Clarify Definitions
in the Laws Regarding the
Licensing of Eating
Establishments and Lodging
Places

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA 813063, sub-85, as amended
by PL 2011, c. 304, Pt. C, §2 and c. 682, 838, is fur-
ther amended to read:

5. Retail business permitting program. By
The ombudsman shall establish
and administer a central permitting program for all
permits required by retail businesses selling directly to
the final consumer, including, but not limited to, per-
mits required for the operation of hotels and motels
convenience stores and eating and-lodging-places es-
tablishments, and permits required for the sale of lig-
uor or beer, tobacco, food, beverages, lottery tickets
and gasoline. Permits issued by the Department of
Environmental Protection, the Department of Marine
Resources and the Maine Land Use Planning Commis-
sion are not included in this program. The ombuds-
man shall:

A. Create a consolidated permit procedure that al-
lows each business to check on a cover sheet all
state permits for which it is applying and to re-
ceive all permit applications from a centralized of-
fice;

B. Total all permit fees due from a business, col-
lect those fees on a semiannual basis, with 1/2 of
the total fees due by January 1st and 1/2 of the to-
tal fees due by July 1st, and distribute the fees to
the appropriate funds or permitting entities;

C. Forward a copy of the appropriate permit ap-
plication to any commission, department, munici-
pality or other agency that has responsibility for
permitting that retail business;

D. Develop a tracking system to track permits is-
sued by state agencies. This system must at a
minimum include information on the applicant,
agency involvement, time elapsed or expended on
the permit and action taken;

E. Coordinate and supervise the permitting proc-
ess to ensure that all involved state agencies proc-
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ess the applications and complete any necessary
inspections in a timely fashion; and

F. Respond to inquiries from the business com-
munity and requests for information from the in-
dividual permitting entities, including reports on
the status of an application.

A retail business is not required to participate in the
retail business permitting program. An enforcement
action taken against a retail business for a permit ob-
tained through the retail business permitting program
does not affect other permits issued to that same retail
business through that program.

Sec. 2. 22 MRSA 82491, sub-86, as amended
by PL 2011, c. 193, Pt. A, 83, is repealed.

Sec. 3. 22 MRSA 82491, sub-87, as amended
by PL 2013, c. 264, 83, is repealed and the following
enacted in its place:

7. Eating establishment. "Eating establishment"
means any place where food or drink is prepared and
served or served to the public for consumption on the
premises or prepared and served or served ready to eat
to the public for consumption off the premises. "Eat-
ing_establishment" includes places in the entertain-
ment, hospitality, recreation, restaurant and tourism
industries; catering establishments; correctional facili-
ties; hospital cafeterias; mobile eating places; public
and private schools; retail frozen dairy product estab-
lishments; and workplace eating establishments and
places where food is prepared for vending machines
dispensing food other than in original sealed packages.
"Eating establishment"” does not include:

A. A place preparing and serving food that is li-
censed pursuant to state law by a state agency
other than the department as long the licensing of
the place includes regular food safety inspections;

B. A place serving food only to residents, such as
a boarding home, a retirement home or an inde-
pendent living place; and

C. A farm stand that offers only whole, uncut
fresh fruits and vegetables.

Sec. 4. 22 MRSA 82492, sub-81, 1B, as en-
acted by PL 2003, c. 452, Pt. K, §20 and affected by
Pt. X, 82, is repealed.

Sec. 5. 22 MRSA 82494, first ], as amended
by PL 2011, c. 193, Pt. B, 81, is further amended to
read:

Each application for, or for renewal of, a license
to operate an eating establlshment
place; lodging place, recreational camp, youth camp or
campground within the meaning of this chapter must
be accompanied by a fee, appropriate to the size of the
establishment, place, camp or area of the licensee,
determined by the department and not to exceed the
fees listed below. All fees collected by the department

PUBLIC LAW, C. 322

must be deposited into a special revenue account es-
tablished for this purpose. No such fee may be re-
funded. No license may be assignable or transferable.
The fees may not exceed:

Sec. 6. 22 MRSA §2495, first ¥, as amended
by PL 2011, c. 193, Pt. B, 83, is further amended to
read:

The department shall, within 30 days following
receipt of application, issue an annual license to oper-
ate any eating establishment,
lodging place, recreational camp, youth camp or
campground that is found to comply with this chapter
and the rules adopted by the department.

Sec. 7. 22 MRSA 82498, sub-81, as amended
by PL 2013, c. 264, §6, is further amended to read:

1. Authorization. The department is authorized
to impose one or more of the following sanctions
when a violation of this chapter, or rules enacted pur-
suant to this chapter, occurs and the department de-
termines that a sanction is necessary and appropriate to
ensure compliance with state licensing rules or to pro-
tect the public health.

A. The department may impose penalties for vio-
lations of this chapter, or the rules adopted pursu-
ant to this chapter, on any eating establishment,

: lodging place, recrea-
tional camp, youth camp, public pool or public
spa or campground. The penalties may not be
greater than $100 for each violation. Each day
that the violation remains uncorrected may be
counted as a separate offense. Penalties may be
imposed for each violation of the rules.

B. The department may direct an eating estab-
lishment, - lodging place,
recreational camp, youth camp, publlc pool or
public spa or campground to correct any viola-
tions in a manner and within a time frame that the
department determines is appropriate to ensure
compliance with state rules or to protect the pub-
lic health. Failure to correct violations within the
time frames constitutes a separate finable viola-
tion.

C. Any person, corporation, firm or copartnership
that operates any eating establishment, eating-and

lodging place, recreational camp,
youth camp, publlc pool or public spa or camp-
ground without first obtaining a license as re-
quired by this chapter must be punished, upon ad-
judication of unlicensed operation, by a fine of not
less than $25 nor more than $200, and upon a 2nd
or subsequent adjudication of unlicensed opera-
tion must be punished by a fine of not less than
$200 nor more than $500. Each day any such per-
son, corporation, firm or copartnership operates
without obtaining a license constitutes a separate
offense.
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D. In the event of any violation of this section or
any rule pursuant to this chapter, the Attorney
General may seek to enjoin a further violation, in
addition to any other remedy.

E. A person, corporation, firm or copartnership
that fails to pay a penalty imposed pursuant to this
chapter:

(1) May be referred to the Attorney General
for appropriate enforcement action; and

(2) In addition to all fines and penalties im-
posed pursuant to this chapter, is liable for
any interest, costs and fees incurred by the
department, including attorney's fees.

Sec. 8. 25 MRSA 82468, sub-82, A, as
amended by PL 2015, c. 396, 81, is further amended to
read:

A. Each unit in any building of multifamily oc-
cupancy; a fraternity house, sorority house or
dormitory that is affiliated with an educational fa-
cility; a children's home, emergency children's
shelter, children's residential care facility, shelter
for homeless children or specialized children's
home as defined in Title 22, section 8101; or a ho-
tel, motel, inn or bed and breakfast licensed as an
eating i establishment or a lodg-
ing place under Title 22, chapter 562. The owner
shall use a carbon monoxide detector that is pow-
ered by:

(1) Both the electrical service in the building
and a battery;

(2) A nonreplaceable 10-year battery; or

(3) A replaceable battery if the carbon mon-
oxide detector uses a low-power radio fre-
quency wireless communication signal, uses
multiple sensors, has low-frequency audible
notification capability or is connected to a
control panel;

Sec. 9. 25 MRSA 82468, sub-84, 1B, as en-
acted by PL 2011, c. 553, §2, is amended to read:

B. A hotel, motel, inn or bed and breakfast upon
initial licensure of that new construction as an eat-
ing and-lodging-place establishment or a lodging
place under Title 22, chapter 562 on or after Au-
gust 1, 2012; or

See title page for effective date.
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CHAPTER 323
H.P. 1142 - L.D. 1657

An Act To Update the
Allowance Budget for the
Regional Greenhouse Gas

Initiative

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 38 MRSA §8580-B, sub-83, as
amended by PL 2013, c. 369, Pt. D, 84, is further
amended to read:

3. Base annual budget. Until January 1, 2014,
the base annual carbon dioxide emissions budget is
established at 5,948,902 tons of carbon dioxide. For
the year 2014, the base annual carbon dioxide emis-
sions budget is established at 3,277,250 tons of carbon
dioxide. Beginning with the year 2015, the annual
carbon dioxide emissions budget must decline by 2.5%
each year through the year 2020. For the year 2021,
the department shall establish the base annual carbon
dioxide emissions budget in accordance with the
model rule and with rules adopted pursuant to subsec-
tion 4. Beginning with the year 2022, the annual car-
bon dioxide emissions budget must decline by 2.5% of
the 2014 base annual carbon dioxide emissions budget
each year through the year 2030.

Sec. 2. 38 MRSA 8§580-B, sub-83-A, as en-
acted by PL 2013, c. 369, Pt. D, 85, is amended to
read:

3-A. Interim adjustments for banked allow-
ances. The 2014 base annual carbon dioxide emis-
sions budget of 3,277,250 tons of carbon dioxide and
base annual budgets for 2015 to 2020 must be reduced
by an amount equivalent to the quantity of banked
allowances in excess of the quantity of allowances
required for compliance at the end of 2013. The base
annual carbon dioxide emissions budgets for 2021 to
2025 must be reduced by an amount equivalent to the
quantity of banked allowances in excess of the quan-
tity of allowances required for compliance at the end
of 2020. The State's interim adjustments for banked
allowances must be made in proportion to the State's
share of the total annual carbon dioxide emissions
budget for all states participating in the regional
greenhouse gas initiative.

See title page for effective date.
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CHAPTER 324
H.P. 1173 - L.D. 1693

An Act To Clarify the Law
Governing the Separation of a
Class A Restaurant and an
Off-premises Retail Licensee
Located on the Same Premises

Be it enacted by the People of the State of

Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 28-A MRSA 810, sub-84, as amended
by PL 2013, c. 344, 81, is further amended to read:

4. Application. This section does not apply to a

A. A dual license holder under section 1208; or

B. A manufacturing facility licensed und

er sec-

tion 1355-A at the same location as a retai

estab-

lishment authorized by section 1355-A, subsec-

tion 2, paragraph I.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 325
H.P. 1213 - L.D. 1759

An Act To Rename the Coast
of Maine Wildlife Management
Area as the Alan E. Hutchinson

Wildlife Management Area

Be it enacted by the People of the State of

Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA 812708, sub-81, B, as
amended by PL 2013, c. 408, §21, is further amended

to read:

B. The following areas are classified as state-
owned wildlife management areas, or "WMAs":

(1) Blanchard/AuClair WMA (Roach River
Corridor) - T1 R14 WELS - Piscataquis

County;

(2) Major Gregory Sanborn WMA - Brown-
field, Denmark, Fryeburg - Oxford County;

(3) George Bucknam WMA (Belgrade
Stream) - Mt. Vernon - Kennebec County;

(4) Caesar Pond WMA - Bowdoin - Sagada-

hoc County;

(5) Chesterville WMA - Chesterville -
lin County;

Frank-

(6) Coast—of Maine Alan E. Hutchinson
WMA - all state-owned coastal islands that
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are owned or managed by the Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife;

(7) Dickwood Lake WMA - Eagle Lake -
Aroostook County;

(8) Francis D. Dunn WMA (Sawtelle Dead-
water) - T6 R7 WELS - Penobscot County;

(9) Fahi Pond WMA - Embden - Somerset
County;

(10) Lyle Frost WMA (formerly Scammon) -
Eastbrook, Franklin - Hancock County;

(11) Alonzo H. Garcelon WMA (Mud Mill
Flowage) - Augusta, Windsor, Vassalboro,
China - Kennebec County;

(12) Great Works WMA - Edmunds Town-
ship - Washington County;

(13) Jamies Pond WMA - Manchester, Farm-
ingdale, Hallowell - Kennebec County;

(14) Jonesboro WMA - Jonesboro - Wash-
ington County;

(15) Earle R. Kelley WMA (Dresden Bog) -
Alna, Dresden - Lincoln County;

(16) Kennebunk Plains WMA - Kennebunk -
York County;

(17) Bud Leavitt WMA (Bull Hill) - Atkin-
son, Charleston, Dover-Foxcroft, Garland -
Penobscot County and Piscataquis County;

(18) Gene Letourneau WMA (Frye Moun-
tain) - Montville, Knox, Morrill - Waldo
County;

(19) Long Lake WMA - St. Agatha -
Aroostook County (all of Long Lake within
the Town of St. Agatha);

(20) Madawaska WMA - Palmyra - Somerset
County;

(20-A) Maine Youth Conservation WMA -
T32MD - Hancock County;

(21) Mainstream WMA - Cambridge, Ripley
- Somerset County;

(22) Lt. Gordon Manuel WMA - Hodgdon,
Cary Plantation, Linneus - Aroostook
County;

(23) Maynard F. Marsh WMA (Killick Pond)
- Hollis, Limington - York County;

(24) Mercer Bog WMA - Mercer - Somerset
County;

(25) Merrymeeting Bay WMA - Dresden,
Bowdoinham, Woolwich, Bath, Topsham -
Lincoln County and Sagadahoc County;
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(26) Morgan Meadow WMA - Raymond -
Cumberland County;

(27) Mt. Agamenticus WMA - York, South
Berwick - York County;

(28) Muddy River WMA - Topsham - Sa-
gadahoc County;

(29) Narraguagus Junction WMA - Cherry-
field - Washington County;

(30) Old Pond Farm WMA - Maxfield,
Howland - Penobscot County;

(31) Orange River WMA - Whiting - Wash-
ington County;

(32) Peaks Island WMA - Portland - Cum-
berland County;

(33) Pennamagquam WMA - Pembroke,
Charlotte - Washington County;

(34) Steve Powell WMA - Perkins Township
- Sagadahoc County (being the islands in the
Kennebec River near Richmond known as
Swan Island and Little Swan Island, formerly
known as Alexander Islands);

(35) David Priest WMA (Dwinal Pond) -
Lee, Winn - Penobscot County;

(36) James Dorso Ruffingham Meadow
WMA - Montville, Searsmont - Waldo
County;

(37) St. Albans WMA - St. Albans - Somer-
set County;

(38) Sandy Point WMA - Stockton Springs -
Waldo County;

(39) Scarborough WMA - Scarborough, Old
Orchard Beach, Saco - Cumberland County
and York County;

(40) Steep Falls WMA - Standish, Baldwin -
Cumberland County;

(41) Tyler Pond WMA - Manchester, Au-
gusta - Kennebec County;

(42) Vernon S. Walker WMA - Newfield,
Shapleigh - York County;

(43) R. Waldo Tyler Weskeag Marsh WMA
- South Thomaston, Thomaston, Rockland,
Owl's Head, Friendship - Knox County;

(43-A) Kennebec River Estuary WMA - Ar-
rowsic, Bath, Georgetown, Phippsburg, West
Bath, Woolwich - Sagadahoc County;

(43-B) Tolla Wolla WMA - Livermore - An-
droscoggin County;

(43-C) Green Point WMA - Dresden - Lin-
coln County;
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(43-D) Hurds Pond WMA - Swanville -
Waldo County;

(43-E) Sherman Lake WMA - Newcastle,
Damariscotta - Lincoln County;

(43-F) Ducktrap River WMA - Belmont,
Lincolnville - Waldo County;

(45) Stump Pond WMA - New Vineyard -
Franklin County;

(46) Bog Brook WMA - Beddington, Deblois
- Washington County;

(47) Cobscook Bay WMA - Lubec, Pem-
broke, Perry, Trescott Township - Washing-
ton County;

(48) Mattawamkeag River System WMA -
Drew Plantation, Kingman Township, Pren-
tiss Township, Webster Township - Penob-
scot County;

(49) Booming Ground WMA - Forest City -
Washington County;

(50) Butler Island WMA - Ashland -
Aroostook County;

(51) Pollard Flat WMA - Masardis -
Aroostook County;

(52) Caribou Bog WMA - Old Town, Orono -
Penobscot County;

(53) Delano WMA - Monson - Piscataquis
County;

(54) Egypt Bay WMA - Hancock - Hancock
County;

(55) Spring Brook WMA - Hancock - Han-
cock County;

(56) Strong WMA - Strong - Franklin
County;

(57) Plymouth Bog WMA - Plymouth - Pe-
nobscot County; and

(58) Such other areas as the commissioner
designates, by rules adopted in accordance
with section 12701, as state-owned wildlife
management areas.

See title page for effective date.
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CHAPTER 326
H.P.921 - L.D. 1327

An Act To Expedite Health
Care Employment for Military
Veterans

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 26 MRSA c. 29 is enacted to read:
CHAPTER 29

HEALTH CARE EMPLOYMENT FOR
MILITARY VETERANS

82131. Definitions

As used in this chapter, unless the context other-
wise indicates, the following terms have the following

meanings.

1. Apprentice. "Apprentice” has the same mean-
ing as in section 3201, subsection 1.

2. Department. "Department" means the De-
partment of Labor.

3. Eligible veteran. "Eligible veteran" means:

A. A person who currently serves in the United
States Armed Forces, the National Guard of any
state or the Reserves of the United States Armed
Forces and who has obtained health care-related
military training or experience; or

B. A person who was discharged or released un-
der conditions other than dishonorable and who
has completed health care-related military training
or experience in the United States Armed Forces,
the National Guard of any state or the Reserves of
the United States Armed Forces.

4. National certification. "National certifica-
tion" means a credential from a national organization
or national board that evaluates the qualifications and
competency of individuals to practice in a specific
occupation and includes but is not limited to a creden-
tial issued following passage of an examination ad-
ministered by the organization or board.

5. Program. "Program" means the Health Care
Employment for Military Veterans Program estab-
lished in section 2132.

82132. Health Care Employment for Military
Veterans Program

1. Establishment; purpose. The department
shall, using existing resources and available grant
funding, establish and implement in accordance with
this section the Health Care Employment for Military
Veterans Program to assist eligible veterans who de-
sire to obtain employment in civilian health care occu-
pations in the State.
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2. Evaluation of military health care occupa-
tional specialties. The department, in_implementing
the program, shall create a document, referred to in
this subsection as "the military-to-civilian crosswalk,"
that describes the military training and experience that
members of the United States Armed Forces, the Na-
tional Guard of any state or the Reserves of the United
States Armed Forces are required to complete to en-
gage in various military health care occupational spe-
cialties and compares that required military training
and experience with the education and training re-
guirements for equivalent or similar civilian health
care occupations in this State. The military-to-civilian
crosswalk must include information to assist eligible
veterans, occupational licensing boards and postsec-
ondary education institutions in the State in determin-

ing:

A. The gaps that exist between the military train-
ing and experience obtained by individuals who
served in specific military health care occupa-
tional specialties and the education and experience
required to obtain national certification in equiva-
lent or similar civilian health care occupations;
and

B. The gaps that exist between the military train-
ng and experience obtained by individuals who
served in specific military health care occupa-
tional specialties and the education and experience
required to obtain any required licensure or certi-
fication to perform an equivalent or similar civil-
ian health care occupation in this State.

3. Direct assistance to eligible veterans. The
department, in_implementing the program, shall pro-
vide direct assistance to eligible veterans. The depart-
ment shall:

A. Assist eligible veterans in compiling compre-
hensive portfolios of their military training and

experience;

B. Collaborate with postsecondary education in-
stitutions in the State to assist eligible veterans in
receiving academic credit for experience, educa-
tion and training the eligible veterans obtained
during military service; and

C. Advocate for eligible veterans who request as-
sistance in _enrolling in postsecondary education
programs in the State or in securing employment
in a health care occupation in the State.

4. Coordination with the Maine Apprentice-
ship Program. The department shall ensure collabo-
ration between the program and the Maine Appren-
ticeship Program, established in section 3202, to re-
cruit employers in the State to sponsor eligible veter-
ans to serve as apprentices in health care occupations.

5. Priority. If the number of eligible veterans
seeking assistance from the program exceeds the ca-
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pacity of the program, the program shall give priority
to eligible veterans who were discharged or released
from military service no longer than 2 years prior to
seeking assistance.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 327
H.P. 1172 - L.D. 1692

An Act To Amend the Motor
Vehicle Laws

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 29-A MRSA 8456, sub-81, as
amended by PL 1995, c. 645, Pt. A, §2 and affected by
818, is further amended to read:

1. University of Maine System plate. The Sec-
retary of State, upon receiving an application and evi-
dence of payment of the excise tax required by Title
36, section 1482, the registration fee required by sec-
tion 501 or section 504 and the administrative fee and
voluntary contribution provided for in subsection 2,
shall issue a registration certificate and a set of Uni-
versity of Maine System registration plates to be used
in lieu of regular registration plates. These plates must
bear identification numbers and letters.

Sec. 2. 29-A MRSA 8456-A, sub-81, as
amended by PL 2009, c. 435, 82, is further amended to
read:

1. Lobster plates. The Secretary of State, upon
receiving an application and evidence of payment of
the excise tax required by Title 36, section 1482, the
annual motor vehicle registration fee required by sec-
tion 501 or section 504 and the contribution provided
for in subsection 2, shall issue a registration certificate
and a set of lobster special registration plates to be
used in lieu of regular registration plates. These plates
must bear identification numbers and letters. The Sec-
retary of State may issue lobster plates to certain state-
owned vehicles in accordance with section 517.

Sec. 3. 29-A MRSA 8456-A, sub-88, as
amended by PL 2015, c. 473, 885 and 6, is repealed.

Sec. 4. 29-A MRSA 8456-B, sub-81, as en-
acted by PL 2001, c. 623, 84, is amended to read:

1. Maine Black Bears plates. The Secretary of
State, upon receiving an application and evidence of
payment of the excise tax required by Title 36, section
1482, the annual motor vehicle registration fee re-
quired by section 501 or section 504 and the contribu-
tion provided for in subsection 2, shall issue a registra-
tion certificate and a set of Maine Black Bears special
registration plates to be used in lieu of regular registra-
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tion plates. These plates must bear identification
numbers and letters.
Sec. 5. 29-A MRSA 8456-B, sub-88, as

amended by PL 2007, c. 383, 84, is repealed.

Sec. 6. 29-A MRSA 8§456-C, sub-81, as
amended by PL 2013, c. 496, 84, is further amended to
read:

1. Sportsman registration plates. The Secretary
of State, upon receiving an application and evidence of
payment of the registration fee required by section 501
or section 504 and the excise tax required by Title 36,
section 1482, shall issue a registration certificate and a
set of sportsman plates to be used in lieu of regular
registration plates. These plates must bear identifica-
tion numbers and letters. Vanity plates may not dupli-
cate vanity plates issued in another class of plate. The
Secretary of State shall begin issuing sportsman regis-
tration plates by April 1, 2008. Sportsman vanity
plates are issued in accordance with this section and
section 453.

Sec. 7. 29-A MRSA 8456-D, sub-81, as re-
pealed and replaced by PL 2007, c. 703, §7, is
amended to read:

1. We Support Our Troops plates. The Secre-
tary of State, upon receiving an application and evi-
dence of payment of the excise tax required by Title
36, section 1482, the registration fee required by sec-
tion 501 or section 504 and the administrative fee and
contribution provided for in subsection 2, shall issue a
registration certificate and a set of We Support Our
Troops plates to be used in lieu of regular registration
plates. These plates must bear identification numbers
and letters.

Sec. 8. 29-A MRSA §456-D, sub-86, as re-
pealed and replaced by PL 2007, c. 703, §7, is re-
pealed.

Sec. 9. 29-A MRSA 8456-E, sub-81, as en-
acted by PL 2007, c. 547, 82, is amended to read:

1. Breast cancer support services plates. The
Secretary of State, upon receiving an application and
evidence of payment of the excise tax required by Ti-
tle 36, section 1482, the annual motor vehicle registra-
tion fee required by section 501 or section 504 and the
contribution provided for in subsection 2, shall issue a
registration certificate and a set of breast cancer sup-
port services special registration plates to be used in
lieu of regular registration plates. These plates must
bear identification numbers and letters.

Sec. 10. 29-A MRSA 8456-E, sub-88, as en-
acted by PL 2007, c. 547, 82, is repealed.

Sec. 11. 29-A MRSA 8456-G, sub-81, as en-
acted by PL 2009, c. 73, 81, is amended to read:

1. Support Animal Welfare plates. The Secre-
tary of State, upon receiving an application and evi-
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dence of payment of the excise tax required by Title
36, section 1482, the annual motor vehicle registration
fee required by section 501 or section 504 and the con-
tribution provided for in subsection 2, shall issue a
registration certificate and a set of Support Animal
Welfare special registration plates to be used in lieu of
regular registration plates.

Sec. 12. 29-A MRSA 8456-G, sub-88, as en-
acted by PL 2009, c. 73, 81, is repealed.

Sec. 13. 29-A MRSA 8468, first |, as
amended by PL 2007, c. 383, 85, is further amended to
read:

The Secretary of State may not issue a specialty
license plate until the sponsor has met all of the re-
quirements of this section and the proposed specialty
license plate legislation as required in subsection 7 is
reviewed by the joint standing committee of the Legis-
lature having jurisdiction over transportation matters
and approved by the Legislature. For the purposes of
this seetion subchapter, "specialty license plate" means
a specially designed registration plate that may be used
in place of the regular plate and registration for fund-
raising purposes. The Secretary of State shall admin-
ister a specialty license plate in accordance with the
following provisions.

Sec. 14. 29-A MRSA 8468, sub-88, as
amended by PL 2007, c. 383, 85, is further amended to
read:

8. Weight limit. A Except as provided under
section 456-F, subsection 7, paragraph B, a specialty
license plate under this subchapter may be issued for
an automobile or piekup truck that does not exceed
10,000 26,000 pounds registered weight.

Sec. 15. 29-A MRSA 8468, sub-89, as en-
acted by PL 2007, c. 383, 85, is amended to read:

9. Limit on authorization. The Secretary of
State shall retire and cease to issue any plate author-
ized after January 1, 2007
earlier—of; if the number of registrations falls below
4,000 for more than one year.

A—When-the-number-of-sets-of the-plate-issued
Sec. 16. 29-A MRSA 8562, sub-83, as

amended by PL 2009, c. 598, 8§24, is repealed and the
following enacted in its place:

3. Powers and duties. The board may advise the
Secretary of State on matters related to motor carrier
safety, including advising the Secretary of State on a
methodology for the Secretary of State to use to re-
view motor carriers for the purpose of suspending car-
riers with adverse safety records.
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The board shall hold a hearing upon the appeal of a
motor carrier whose privilege to operate a commercial
motor vehicle has been suspended by the Secretary of
State _upon the recommendation of the bureau or
whose privilege to operate a commercial motor vehicle
has been suspended by the Secretary of State pursuant
to _section 2458, subsection 2, paragraph V. The
board's decision must include a recommendation that
the Secretary of State uphold, modify or rescind the
suspension. The hearing must be conducted in accor-
dance with the Maine Administrative Procedure Act.

Sec. 17. 29-A MRSA 8562, sub-84, as en-
acted by PL 1995, c. 376, 83, is amended to read:

4. Rules. The board may adopt rules pursuant to
the Maine Administrative Procedure Act to carry out
the purposes of this section. Rules adopted by the
board may include authorizing the bureau to suspend a
motor carrier's privilege to operate a commercial mo-
tor vehicle upon the bureau's review of the safety rec-
ord of the motor carrier.

Sec. 18. 29-A MRSA 81411, as enacted by PL
2007, c. 251, 81, is repealed.

Sec. 19. 29-A MRSA 82458, sub-82, T, as
amended by PL 2007, c. 438, 83, is further amended to
read:

T. Has failed to comply with the provisions of Ti-
tle 36, chapter 459; o

Sec. 20. 29-A MRSA 82458, sub-82, MU, as
enacted by PL 2005, c. 433, §24 and affected by §28,
is amended to read:

U. Has failed to provide the information required
in section 401, subsection 2; or

Sec. 21. 29-A MRSA 82458, sub-82, TV is
enacted to read:

V. Has exceeded the motor carrier adverse safety
limits established by the Secretary of State using
the _methodology developed pursuant to section
562, subsection 3.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 328
H.P. 1157 - L.D. 1670

An Act To Revise the
Grandparents Visitation Act

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 19-A MRSA 81802, sub-82 is enacted
to read:

2. Sufficient existing relationship. "Sufficient
existing relationship” means a relationship involving
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extraordinary contact between a grandparent and a
child, including but not limited to circumstances in
which the grandparent has been a primary caregiver
and custodian of the child for a significant period of
time.

Sec. 2. 19-A MRSA §1803, sub-81, as en-
acted by PL 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, 82 and affected by Pt.
E, 8§82, is amended to read:

1. Standing to seek grandparent visitation
rights. A grandparent of a minor child
the-court has standing to initiate and maintain an ac-
tion for reasonable rights of visitation or access if:

) liod:
B. There is a sufficient existing relationship be-
tween the grandparent and the child; or

st o A i |
made:

D. Any other compelling state interest justifies
the court's interference with the parent's funda-
mental right to deny the grandparent access to the
child.

Sec. 3. 19-A MRSA 81803, sub-82, as
amended by PL 2005, c. 360, 83, is further amended to
read:

2. Procedure. The following procedures apply
to petitions for rights of visitation or access under sub-

section 1-paragraph-B-orC.
A. The A grandparent must seeking rights of visi-
tation or access shall file with the
initial pleadings an

affidavit alleging

Filod it , hall
copy-of-both-onatleast one-of-the parents-or-tegal

under oath sufficient facts
to support the grandparent's standing under sub-
section 1. The pleadings and affidavit must be

served upon all parents and legal guardians of the
child.

B. Fhe A parent or legal guardian of the child
may—file who files a pleading in response to the
pleadings in paragraph A shall also file an affida-

vit in response to-the-grandparent's—petition—and
accompanying-affidavit—\When-the-affidavit-inre-
e is Fil i , loaal

1

serving all parties to the proceeding with a copy.

C. The court shall determine on the basis of the
petition pleadings and the-affidavit affidavits un-
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der paragraphs A and B whether it-is-mere-likely
%mmwr : f i
made the grandparent has presented prima facie
evidence of standing under subsection 1. The
court may in its sole discretion, if necessary and
on an expedited basis, hold a hearing to determine

disputed facts that are necessary and material to
the issue of standing.

D. If the court's determination under paragraph C
is in the affirmative, the court may appoint a
guardian ad litem as provided in section 1507.
The court shall hold a hearing on the grandpar-
ent's petition for reasonable rights of visitation or
access and shall consider any objections the par-
ents or legal guardians may have concerning the
award of rights of visitation or access to the
grandparent. If the court has appointed a guardian
ad litem, the court shall also consider the report of
the guardian ad litem. The standard for the award
of reasonable rights of visitation or access is pro-
vided in subsection 3.

Sec. 4. 19-A MRSA 81803, sub-83, as
amended by PL 2001, c. 665, 8§85 and 6, is further
amended to read:

3. Best interest of the child. The court may
grant a grandparent reasonable rights of visitation or
access to a minor child upon finding that the grandpar-
ent has standing under subsection 1 and that granting
the grandparent reasonable rights of visitation or ac-
cess are is in the best interest of the child and would
not significantly interfere with any parent-child rela-
tionship or with the parent's rightful authority over the
child. In deciding whether
granting the grandparent reasonable rights of visitation
or _access is in the best interest of the child and
whether it would significantly interfere with the
parent-child relationship or with the parent's rightful
authority over the child, the court shall consider the
following factors:

A. The age of the child;

B. The relationship of the child with the child's
grandparents, including the amount of previous
contact;

B-1. Whether one or more of the child's parents
or legal guardians has died;

C. The preference of the child, if old enough to
express a meaningful preference;

D. The duration and adequacy of the child's cur-
rent living arrangements and the desirability of
maintaining continuity;

E. The stability of any proposed living arrange-
ments for the child,;
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F. The motivation of the parties involved and
their capacities to give the child love, affection
and guidance;

G. The child's adjustment to the child's present
home, school and community;

H. The capacity of the parent and grandparent to
cooperate or to learn to cooperate in child care;

I. Methods of assisting cooperation and resolving
disputes and each person's willingness to use
those methods;

J. Any other factor having a reasonable bearing
on the physical and psychological well-being of
the child; and

K. The existence of a grandparent's conviction for
a sex offense or a sexually violent offense as those
terms are defined in Title 34-A, section 11203.

Sec. 5. 19-A MRSA 81804, first 1, as en-
acted by PL 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, 82 and affected by Pt.
E, 82, is amended to read:

The court may refer the parties to mediation at
any time after a court determina-
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CHAPTER 329
H.P. 1166 - L.D. 1678

An Act To Amend the Laws
Affecting the Judicial Branch
Regarding Railroad Trespass
Civil Violations and Fines for

Civil Violations

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 4 MRSA 8171-A, sub-82, as enacted
by PL 1991, c. 733, 81, is amended to read:

2. Civil violations. When a complaint is made to
the proper officer of the District Court charging a per-
son with the commission of a civil violation other than
a traffic infraction, the officer of the District Court
shall cause to be served upon the person a Uniform
Summons and Complaint or other process in such
form and under such circumstances as the Supreme
Judicial Court shall by rule provide. The clerk of each
division may accept an admission to a civil violation
upon payment of a fine and surcharge in accordance

tion pursuant to section 1803, subsection 2, paragraph

with a schedule of violations, fines and surcharges,

C that the grandparent has standing and may require
that the parties have made a good faith effort to medi-
ate the issue before holding a hearing. If the court
finds that either party failed to make a good faith effort
to mediate, the court may order the parties to submit to
mediation, dismiss the action or any part of the action,
render a decision or judgment by default, assess attor-
ney's fees and costs or impose any other sanction that
is appropriate in the circumstances. The court may
also impose an appropriate sanction upon a party's
failure without good cause to appear for mediation
after receiving notice of the scheduled time for media-
tion.

Sec. 6. 19-A MRSA 81806 is enacted to read:
81806. Other actions

Nothing in this chapter limits a grandparent's abil-
ity to file any action not governed by the provisions of
this chapter with respect to a child, including but not
limited to an action to establish de facto parentage of a
child under section 1891, an action for guardianship of
a child under Title 18-A, Article 5 and a child protec-
tion petition under Title 22, section 4032, subsection

1, paragraph C.

See title page for effective date.

within the limits prescribed by law, established by the
Chief Judge, which the Chief Judge may amend.

Sec. 2. 23 MRSA 87007, sub-83, 1A to C,
as amended by PL 2015, c. 204, 81, are further
amended to read:

A. A person who violates subsection 1 commits a
civibvielation traffic infraction for which a fine of
not less than $50 and not more than $100 may be
adjudged.

B. A person who violates subsection 1 after hav-
ing previously violated subsection 1 commits a

traffic infraction for which a fine of
not less than $250 and not more than $500 may be
adjudged.

C. A person who violates subsection 1 after hav-
ing previously violated subsection 1 2 times
commits a eil—violatien traffic infraction for
which a fine of not less than $750 and not more
than $1,000 may be adjudged.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 330
H.P. 1167 - L.D. 1679
An Act Regarding the Registry
of Deeds in Oxford County

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
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90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, this legislation affects the position of
register of deeds for Oxford County and eliminates the
position of western district register of deeds in Oxford
County; and

Whereas, it is necessary that certain provisions
of this legislation take effect immediately to ensure the
Oxford County general elections in November 2018,
and the associated June 2018 primary elections, are
conducted in accordance with elimination of the west-
ern district register of deeds effective December 31,
2018; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 33 MRSA 8702 is amended to read:
8702. Western district office in Oxford County

The Towns of Hiram, Porter, Brownfield, Den-
mark, Fryeburg, Sweden, Lovell, Stoneham and Stewe
Stow, in the County of Oxford, compose the western
registry district of Oxford County and the register shall
keep his the register's office at Fryeburg.

This section is repealed December 31, 2018.

Sec. 2. Register of deeds in Oxford
County; November 2018 election. Notwithstand-
ing the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 33, section 602,
at the November 2018 general election, the legally
qualified voters of Oxford County shall elect a single
register of deeds for Oxford County to a 4-year term,
and there may not be an election for a register of deeds
for the western registry district of Oxford County de-
scribed in Title 33, section 702.

Sec. 3. Western  registry  district
transition; western subregistry. The register of
deeds of the western registry district of Oxford County
and the western district office in the Town of Fryeburg
shall continue to operate and function as provided in
the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 33, section 702 until
December 31, 2018. Effective January 1, 2019, the
Oxford County register of deeds shall maintain a west-
ern subregistry of deeds that maintains all records of
the former western registry district. Except as pro-
vided in section 4 of this Act, the Oxford County reg-
ister of deeds shall operate a western subregistry office
in the Town of Fryeburg at the same location as the
former western registry district office and the office
must be open for recording and research activities dur-
ing normal business hours.
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Sec. 4. Conditions for closure of Oxford
County western subregistry. The Oxford County
Commissioners may close the western subregistry
office in the Town of Fryeburg only if the commis-
sioners have completed the following:

1. Conducted at least 2 public hearings in the area
covered by the towns of Hiram, Porter, Brownfield,
Denmark, Fryeburg, Sweden, Lovell, Stoneham and
Stow; these hearings must be conducted at least 90
days prior to the vote conducted pursuant to subsection

2. Voted to close the western subregistry office in
Fryeburg on a date certain;

3. Duplicated all historical maps and plot plans on
display or available at the western subregistry office
and offered and provided copies of those maps and
plot plans to member towns for display or for the
towns to make them available at their town offices;

4. Made provisions for the preservation of, and
public access to, the record books of the western
subregistry of deeds;

5. Provided online access to all files and docu-
ments of the Oxford County registry of deeds and the
western subregistry of deeds;

6. Made available electronic recording of docu-
ments in the Oxford County registry of deeds and the
western subregistry of deeds; and

7. Provided electronic recording of documents at
no additional cost or surcharge to the municipal gov-
ernments in Oxford County.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective March 7, 2018.

CHAPTER 331
S.P.617-L.D. 1681

An Act To Correct a Technical
Error Pertaining to the Dairy
Improvement Fund

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 7,
section 2910-B and Title 10, section 1023-P establish
the Dairy Improvement Fund to provide loans to assist
dairy farmers in making capital improvements to
maintain and enhance the viability of their farms; and
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Whereas, a technical error during the initial
creation of the fund resulted in a failure to provide for
a base allocation of funds to the Finance Authority of
Maine for the provision of loans and to pay the costs
of administering the fund; and

Whereas, this allocation of funds is necessary to
begin operation of the loan program immediately; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. Appropriations and allocations.
The following appropriations and allocations are
made.

FINANCE AUTHORITY OF MAINE
Dairy Improvement Fund Z143

Initiative: Provides a base allocation to authorize ex-
penditures of funds received by the Finance Authority
of Maine to provide loans to assist dairy farmers in
making capital improvements and to pay the adminis-
trative costs of administering the fund.

OTHER SPECIAL 2017-18 2018-19
REVENUE FUNDS

All Other $500 $500
OTHER SPECIAL $500 $500

REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective March 7, 2018.

CHAPTER 332
S.P.661-L.D. 1776

An Act To Establish
Requirements for Civil
Deputies

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 14 MRSA 8702, as amended by PL
1987, c. 223, 81, is further amended to read:

PUBLIC LAW, C. 332

8702. Duty of sheriffs, deputies and civil deputies;
fees

Every sheriff and each of his the sheriff's deputies
and civil deputies, as defined in Title 30-A, section
351, subsection 5, shall serve and execute, within his
the sheriff's county, all writs and precepts issued by
lawful authority te-him directed and committed to the
sheriff, including those in which a town, plantation; or
parish of which the sheriff is a resident, or religious
society or school district, of which he the sheriff is at
the time a member, is a party or interested, but his the
sheriff's legal fees for service shall must first be paid
or secured to him the sheriff. If the fees are not paid or
secured to him the sheriff when the process is deliv-
ered to him the sheriff, he the sheriff shall immediately
return it to the plaintiff or attorney offering it; or if
sent to him the sheriff by mail or otherwise, he the
sheriff shall put it into seme a post office within 24
hours, directed to the person sending it; otherwise he
the sheriff waives his the sheriff's right to his the sher-
iff's fees before service.

Sec. 2. 14 MRSA §709 is amended to read:

8709. Service on deputy sheriff or civil deputy
sheriff

Any writ or precept in which the deputy or civil
deputy, as defined in Title 30-A, section 351, subsec-
tion 5, of a sheriff is a party may be served by any
other deputy or civil deputy of the same sheriff.

Sec. 3. 30-A MRSA 8104, as enacted by PL
1987, c. 737, Pt. A, 82 and Pt. C, 8106 and amended
by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §82; and c. 104, Pt. C, 888 and
10, is further amended to read:

§104. Execution of process

Sheriffs and their deputies and constables shall
execute all legal processes directed to them by the
commissioners. A civil deputy, as defined in section
351, subsection 5, shall serve civil process as directed
by the sheriff.

Sec. 4. 30-A MRSA §351, sub-85 is enacted
to read:

5. Civil deputy. "Civil deputy" means a deputy
who meets the requirements for a civil deputy adopted
by the sheriff and has been designated by the sheriff to
enforce civil laws and serve civil process.

Sec. 5. 30-A MRSA 8381, sub-86 is enacted
to read:

6. Exceptions for civil deputies. The provisions
of subsections 1 to 5 do not apply to civil deputies.
The sheriff may designate one or more persons to
serve as civil deputies to enforce civil laws and serve
civil process in accordance with the state rules of
court. A civil deputy holds no other law enforcement
powers. A civil deputy is compensated under section
386, subsection 4. The sheriff may adopt rules, proce-
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dures and requirements related to the qualifications
and training of a civil deputy and the service of civil

process.
Sec. 6. 30-A MRSA 8386, sub-84 is enacted
to read:

4. Civil deputies. Civil deputies must be com-
pensated at a reasonable rate established by the county
commissioners pursuant to section 421.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 333
H.P. 1229 - L.D. 1784

An Act To Update the Laws
Governing the Department of
Environmental Protection's
Rule-making Authority
Concerning Underground Oil
Storage Facilities To Align with
Federal Regulations

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, in October 2015, the United States
Environmental Protection Agency completed revisions
to the federal regulations concerning technical stan-
dards and corrective action requirements for owners
and operators of underground oil storage tanks; and

Whereas, states that have been delegated or au-
thorized to administer federal programs must adopt
regulations that are no less stringent than applicable
federal requirements within 3 years from the date that
any revisions to those federal requirements are
adopted; and

Whereas, the State has been delegated or author-
ized to administer the federal regulations governing
underground oil storage tanks since July 1992; and

Whereas, the State must adopt several revisions
to its statutory provisions and corresponding rules re-
garding underground oil storage facilities no later than
October 2018 in order to maintain its delegated status;
and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:
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Sec. 1. 38 MRSA 8563-B, first 1, as enacted
by PL 1987, c. 491, §10, is amended to read:

In addition to the rule-making authorities other-
wise set forth in this subchapter, the beard department
may adopt rules related to the following matters:

Sec. 2. 38 MRSA 8563-B, sub-82, as
amended by PL 1991, c. 763, 83, is further amended to
read:

2. Inventory reconciliation; precision testing;
leak detection methods. Procedures and methods to
be used in conducting statistical inventory analyses
reconciliation, underground oil storage facility preci-
sion testing and other leak detection methods. The
rules must allow owners or operators of facilities un-
dergoing routine monitoring in the absence of any
other evidence of a leak:

A. To check the accuracy of complete statistical
inventory data within #5 30 days of receipt by the
commissioner of the initial statistical anahysis rec-
onciliation by rerunning analyses reconciliations
before inconclusive reports are considered to be a
failure of the tank or piping;

B. To check for failures in any mechanical and
electronic monitoring devices within 3 working
days of an indication of failure before it is consid-
ered a failure of the tank or piping;

C. To engage in procedures under paragraphs A
and B before requiring the precision testing of fa-
cility components; and

D. To check the accuracy of a failed or inconclu-
sive precision test of facility components before
the commissioner may order the excavation of the
facility or any portion of the facility. An owner or
operator is allowed 2 weeks to schedule a repeat
of the precision test;

Sec. 3. 38 MRSA 8564, first Y, as amended
by PL 1989, c. 865, §10, is further amended to read:

The beard department shall adopt rules necessary
to minimize, to the extent practicable, the potential for
discharges of oil from underground oil storage facili-
ties and tanks used to store motor fuel or used in the
marketing and distribution of oil to others. These rules
must ensure that requirements and standards governing
facilities under this section assure that the State's pro-
gram meets requirements under the United States Re-
source Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976, Subti-
tle 1, as amended. These rules are limited to the fol-
lowing requirements.

Sec. 4. 38 MRSA 8564, sub-81-A, 1A and
B, as amended by PL 1991, c. 494, 84, are further
amended to read:

A. Monthly statistical inventory reconciliation of
daily product inventory data i
i iping by an independent
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vendor using procedures approved by the United
States Environmental Protection Agency. Pres-
surized piping must be retrofitted with an auto-
mated in-line leak detector; or

B. Installation of one of the following leak detec-
tion systems:

(1) Secondary containment of all under-
ground oil storage facility components or
secondary containment for the tank and
single-walled containment for suction piping
sloped evenly to the tank and equipped with a
single check valve under the pump;
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(c) Secondary containment with intersti-
tial space monitoring; or

(d) Other methods of leak detection ap-
proved by the department; or

(6) Other leak detection systems approved by
the department that can detect a 0.2 gallon per
hour leak rate or a leak of 150 gallons in 30
days with a 95% probability of detecting a
leak and a 5% chance of false alarm.

Sec. 5. 38 MRSA 8564, sub-82-A, as

amended by PL 2011, c. 317, 81, is further amended to
read:

2-A. Monitoring, maintenance and operating

procedures for existing, new and replacement fa-
cilities and tanks. The beard's department's rules

must require:

(5) Automatic tank gauging that can detect a
0.2 gallon per hour loss, and to detect a leak
or discharge of oil from product piping not
installed in accordance with subparagraph
(1), one of the following:

(@) Continuous vapor monitoring;
(b) Annual tightness testing;
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A. Collection of inventory data for each day that
oil is being added to or withdrawn from the facil-
ity or tank, reconciliation of the data, with
monthly summaries, and retention of records con-
taining all such data for a period of at least 3 years
either at the facility or at the facility owner's place
of business;

B. Annual Monthly statistical inventory analysis
reconciliation, the results of which must be re-
ported to the commissioner. Annual Monthly sta-
tistical inventory analysis reconciliation is not re-
quired for double-walled tanks equipped with in-
terstitial space monitors;

C. Voltage readings for cathodically protected
systems by a cathodic protection tester 6 months
after installation and annually thereafter;

D. Monthly inspections by a cathodic protection
tester of the rectifier meter on impressed current
systems;

E. Precision testing of any tanks and piping
showing evidence of a possible leak. Results of
all tests conducted must be submitted to the com-
missioner by the facility owner and the person
who conducted the test;

F. Proper calibration, operation and maintenance
of leak detection devices;

G. Evidence of financial responsibility for taking
corrective action and for compensating 3rd parties
for bodily injury and property damage caused by
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sudden and nonsudden accidental discharges from
an underground oil storage facility or tank;

H. Reporting to the commissioner any of the fol-
lowing indications of a possible leak or discharge
of oil:

(1) Unexplained differences in daily inven-
tory reconciliation values that, over a 30-day
period, exceed 1.0% of the product through-
put;

(2) Unexplained losses detected through sta-
tistical analysis reconciliation of inventory
records;

(3) Detection of product in a monitoring well
or by other leak detection methods;

(4) Failure of a tank or piping precision test,
hydrostatic test or other tank or piping tight-
ness test approved by the department; and

(5) Discovery of oil on or under the premises
or abutting properties, including nearby util-
ity conduits, sewer lines, buildings, drinking
water supplies and soil.

The rules may not require the reporting of a leak
or discharge of oil above ground of 10 gallons or
less that occurs on the premises, including, but not
limited to, spills, overfills and leaks, when those
leaks or discharges do not reach groundwaters or
surface waters of the State and are cleaned up
within 24 hours of discovery, if a written log is
maintained at the facility or the owner's place of
business in this State. For each discharge the log
must record the date of discovery, its source, the
general location of the discharge at the facility,
the date and method of cleanup and the signature
of the facility owner or operator certifying the ac-
curacy of the log;

I. Compatibility of the materials from which the
facility is constructed and the product to be
stored;

J. Owners and operators, upon request by the
commissioner, to sample their underground oil
tanks, to maintain records of all monitoring and
sampling results at the facility or the facility
owner's place of business and to furnish records of
all monitoring and sampling results to the com-
missioner and to permit the commissioner or the
commissioner's representative to inspect and copy
those records;

K. Owners and operators to permit the commis-
sioner or the commissioner's designated represen-
tatives, including contractors, access to all under-
ground oil storage facilities for all purposes con-
nected with administering this subchapter, includ-
ing, but not limited to, for sampling the contents
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of underground oil tanks and monitoring wells.
This right of access is in addition to any other
granted by law; and

L. Operators to complete a department training
program that meets the minimum requirements
specified by the United States Environmental Pro-
tection Agency under 42 United States Code, Sec-
tion 6991i (2007). The training program must
provide certification for the successful completion
of the program, which must be renewed every 2
years. Training may be provided by a 3rd party if
approved by the department.

The requirements in paragraphs A and B do not apply
to the following tanks provided as long as the associ-
ated piping has secondary containment or a suction
pump product delivery system or another leak detec-
tion system approved by the commissioner and pre-
vided-that as long as the tank and associated piping
have been installed and are operated in accordance
with the requirements of this subchapter, including
rules adopted under this subchapter: tanks providing
product to a generator; double-walled tanks with con-
tinuous interstitial space monitoring; and existing
tanks constructed of fiberglass, cathodically protected
steel or another commissioner-approved noncorrosive
material that are monitored for a leak by a method able
to detect a product loss or gain of 0.2 gallons or less
per hour.

Sec. 6. 38 MRSA 8564, sub-86, as enacted by
PL 2015, c. 361, 81, is amended to read:

6. Retrofit of existing underground tanks. The
beard's department's rules must allow a person to ret-
rofit a single-walled underground oil storage tank with
secondary containment as long as the retrofitted tank
complies with Underwriters Laboratories Subject 1316
or 1856 and interstitial monitoring of the retrofitted
tank is equal to or greater than interstitial monitoring
of a new tank. The beard department shall require a
site assessment of an underground oil storage facility
when a tank is retrofitted in accordance with this sub-
section.

Sec. 7. 38 MRSA 8566-A, sub-81, as
amended by PL 2011, c. 276, 82, is further amended to
read:

1. Abandonment. AH Except as provided by
subsection 1-A, all underground oil storage facilities
and tanks that have been, or are intended to be, taken
out of service for a period of more than 24 12 months
must be properly abandoned by the owner or operator
of the facility or tank or, if the owner or operator is
unknown, dissolved or insolvent, by the current owner
of the property where the facility or tank is located.
All abandoned facilities and tanks must be removed,
except where removal is not physically possible or
practicable because the tank or other component of the
facility to be removed is:
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A. Located beneath a building or other permanent
structure;

B. Of a size and type of construction that it can-
not be removed,

C. Otherwise inaccessible to heavy equipment
necessary for removal; or

D. Positioned in such a manner that removal will
endanger the structural integrity of nearby tanks.

Sec. 8. 38 MRSA 8566-A, sub-81-A, as
amended by PL 2011, c. 276, 83, is further amended to
read:

1-A. Abandoned tanks brought back into ser-
vice. Underground oil storage tanks and facilities that
have been out of service for a period of more than 24
12 months may not be brought back into service with-
out the written approval of the commissioner. The
commissioner may approve the return to service if the
owner demonstrates to the commissioner's satisfaction
that:

A. The facility is in compliance with this sub-
chapter and rules adopted pursuant to this sub-
chapter;

B. The underground oil storage tanks and piping
have successfully passed testing as directed by the
commissioner;

C. The underground oil storage tanks and piping
are constructed of fiberglass, cathodically pro-
tected steel or other equally noncorrosive material
approved by the commissioner;

D. The facility has conforming suction or double-
walled pressurized piping; and

E. The return of the facility to service does not
pose an unacceptable risk to groundwater re-
sources. In determining if the facility poses an
unacceptable risk to groundwater resources, the
commissioner may consider the age and mainte-
nance history of the storage tanks and piping, the
number and consequences of past oil discharges
from the tanks and piping, the proximity of the fa-
cility to drinking water supplies and the proximity
of the facility to sensitive geologic areas.

The commissioner may not approve the return to ser-
vice of a single-walled underground oil storage tank
that has been out of service for more than 24 12 con-
secutive months.

Sec. 9. 38 MRSA 8566-A, sub-83, as
amended by PL 1991, c. 88, 81, is further amended to
read:

3. Rulemaking. The beard department shall
adopt rules allowing for the granting of a variance
from the requirement of removal where abandonment
by removal is not physically possible or practicable
due to circumstances other than those listed in this
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subsection. The beard department shall adopt rules
setting forth the proper procedures for abandonment of
underground oil storage facilities and tanks, including
requirements and procedures to conduct a site assess-
ment for the presence of discharges of oil prior to
completion of abandonment at facilities storing motor
fuel or used in the marketing and distribution of oil,
acceptable methods of disposing of the removed tanks,
requiremen