
REF # Statute Description Entity Agency Proposed Action Response PDF Page Analyst Notes

1 34-A MRSA §1208, sub-§8(A)(1)

Title 34-A, section 1208, subsection 8, paragraph 

A: Registry of the names, phone numbers and 

other contact information for attorneys who 

represent incarcerated persons, when registry is in 

the possession of jails or correctional facilities

MDOC
No changes recommended

Continuation of exception supported
22 No changes recommended

2 34-A MRSA §1212

Title 34-A, section 1212, relating to personal 

information of Department of Corrections 

employees and contractors

MDOC
No changes recommended

Continuation of exception supported
27

Defining confidential documents as 

"not a public record" may be 

duplicative per drafting manual

3 34-A MRSA §1216, sub-§1

Title 34-A, section 1216, subsection 1, relating to 

orders of commitment, medical and 

administrative records, applications and reports 

pertaining to any person receiving services from 

Department of Corrections

MDOC
No changes recommended

Continuation of exception supported
33

May need changes to conform with 

drafting manual

4 34-A MRSA §1216, sub-§6

Title 34-A, section 1216, subsection 6, relating to 

documents used to screen or assess clients of the 

Department of Corrections

MDOC
No changes recommended

Continuation of exception supported
41

Can be simplified to conform with 

drafting manual

5 34-A MRSA §1402(14)(A)(1)

Title 34-A, section 1402, subsection 14, 

paragraph A: Registry of the names, phone 

numbers and other contact information for 

attorneys who represent incarcerated persons, 

when registry is in the possession of the 

Department of Corrections

MDOC
No changes recommended

Continuation of exception supported
51 No changes recommended

6 34-A MRSA §5210, sub-§4
Title 34-A, section 5210, subsection 4, relating to 

the State Parole Board report to the Governor

MDOC, State 

Parole Board

Continuation of exception supported

DOC notes that The Governor's Board on 

Executive Clemency was established by an 

Executive Order and a similar statute may 

be beneficial to cover the Clemendy Board

56

No changes recommended re: 

existing statute. 

The Executive Order does contain 

provisions re: confidentiality of the 

Clemency board.

7 34-A MRSA §9877, sub-§4

Title 34-A, section 9877, subsection 4, relating to 

the release by the Interstate Commission for 

Adult Offender Supervision of records that 

adversely affect personal privacy rights or 

proprietary interests

Interstate 

Commission for 

Adult Offender 

Supervision

No changes recommended

Continuation of exception supported
62 No changes recommended

8 34-A MRSA §9903, sub-§8

Title 34-A, section 9903, subsection 8, relating to 

the release by the Interstate Commission for 

Juveniles of records that adversely affect personal 

privacy rights or proprietary interests

Interstate 

Commission for 

Adult Offender 

Supervision

No changes recommended

Continuation of exception supported
70 No changes recommended

9 34-A MRSA §11221, sub-§9-A

Title 34-A, section 11221, subsection 9-A, 

relating to sex offender registry information 

created, collected or maintained by the State 

Bureau of Identification

State Bureau of 

Identification

No changes recommended

Continuation of exception supported
80

"The following are public records" 

is likely unnecessary

10 34-A MRSA §11221, sub-§13

Title 34-A, section 11221, subsection 13, relating 

to sex offender registry information in electronic 

form about a registrant

State Bureau of 

Identification

No changes recommended

Continuation of exception supported
89 No changes recommended
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11 34-A MRSA §11281, sub-§9

Title 34-A, section 11281, subsection 9, relating 

to sex offender registry information created, 

collected or maintained by the State Bureau of 

Identification

State Bureau of 

Identification

No changes recommended

Continuation of exception supported
98 No changes recommended

12 34-A MRSA §11281, sub-§12

Title 34-A, section 11281, subsection 12, relating 

to sex offender registry information in electronic 

form about a registrant

State Bureau of 

Identification

No changes recommended

Continuation of exception supported
107 No changes recommended

13 34-B MRSA §1207, sub-§1

Title 34-B, section 1207, subsection 1, relating to 

orders of commitment and medical and 

administrative records, applications and reports 

pertaining to any client of Department of Health 

and Human Services

DHHS No response received as of 10/29/2026 N/A

"shall be kept confidential" can be 

simplified & "and may not be 

disclosed by any person" likely 

duplicative

14 34-B MRSA §1223, sub-§10

Title 34-B, section 1223, subsection 10, relating 

to information about a person with intellectual 

disabilities or autism accessed by the Maine 

Developmental Services Oversight and Advisory 

Board

Maine 

Developmental 

Services 

Oversight and 

Advisory Board

No changes recommended

Continuation of exception supported
124 No changes recommended

15 34-B MRSA §3864, sub-§5
Title 34-B, section 3864, subsection 5, relating to 

mental health involuntary commitment hearings

Maine Judicial 

Branch

No changes recommended

Defers to legislature as to continuation
127

Defining confidential documents as 

"not a public record" may be 

duplicative per drafting manual

16 34-B MRSA §3864, sub-§12

Title 34-B, section 3864, subsection 12, relating 

to abstract of involuntary commitment order 

provided to State Bureau of Identification

State Bureau of 

Identification

No changes recommended

Continuation of exception supported
145

Defining confidential documents as 

"not a public record" may be 

duplicative per drafting manual

17 34-B MRSA §5005-A, sub-§5

Title 34-B, section 5005-A, subsection 5, relating 

to records and accounts concerning request for 

action by advocacy agency for persons with 

intellectual disabilities or autism

Disability Rights 

Maine
No response received as of 10/29/2026 N/A

Paragraph C could be modified 

with more affirmative construction 

& simplification "The records are 

confidential and may be released 

only with the written consent 

from…" 

18 34-B MRSA §5605, sub-§15

Title 34-B, section 5605, subsection 15, relating 

to records of persons receiving intellectual 

disabilities or autism services

Various 

Custodians
No response received as of 10/29/2026 N/A Can be simplified 

19 34-B MRSA §7014, sub-§1
Title 34-B, section 7014, subsection 1, relating to 

court proceedings concerning sterilization

Maine Judicial 

Branch

No changes recommended

Defers to legislature as to continuation
163 Unclear

20 35-A MRSA §114, sub-§1

Title 35-A, section 114, subsection 1, relating to 

utility personnel records, not open to the Public 

Utilities Commission

Public Utilities 

Commission

No changes recommended

Continuation of exception supported
171

Simplify to "The following records 

of public utilities are confidential 

except as otherwise provided in 

subsection 3:"

21 35-A MRSA §704, sub-§5

Title 35-A, section 704, subsection 5, relating to 

utility records concerning customer information, 

Consumer Assistance Division, Public Utilities 

Commission

Public Utilities 

Commission

No changes recommended

Continuation of exception supported
178

Defining confidential documents as 

"not a public record" may be 

duplicative per drafting manual

22 35-A MRSA §1311-A
Title 35-A, section 1311-A, relating to Public 

Utilities Commission protective orders

Public Utilities 

Commission

No changes recommended

Continuation of exception supported
186

Confidential vs. public records in 

the lead-in.

https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/34-a/title34-Asec11281.html
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/34-a/title34-Asec11281.html
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https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/34-b/title34-Bsec5605.html
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23 35-A MRSA §1311-B, sub-§1, 2, 4

Title 35-A, section 1311-B, subsections 1, 2 and 

4, relating to public utility technical operations 

information

Public Utilities 

Commission

No changes recommended

Continuation of exception supported
193

Defining confidential documents as 

"not a public record" may be 

duplicative per drafting manual

Could simplify "designated as 

confidential" to just confidential

24 35-A MRSA §1316-A

Title 35-A, section 1316-A, relating to Public 

Utilities Commission communications 

concerning utility violations

Public Utilities 

Commission

No changes recommended

Continuation of exception supported
199 No changes recommended*

25 35-A MRSA §7221, sub-§5

Title 35-A, section 7221, subsection 5, paragraph 

B, relating to competitive information about the 

extent of service by providers to determine 

whether to relieve Provider of Last Resort 

designation

Public Utilities 

Commission

No changes recommended

Continuation of exception supported
208

Defining confidential documents as 

"not a public record" may be 

duplicative per drafting manual

26 35-A MRSA §7225-A, sub-§1

Title 25-A, section 7225-A, subsection 1, relating 

to service quality metrics report submitted by 

incumbent local exchange carrier (ILEC) to the 

Public Utilities Commission

Public Utilities 

Commission

No changes recommended

Continuation of exception supported
214

Defining confidential documents as 

"not a public record" may be 

duplicative per drafting manual

27 35-A MRSA §8703, sub-§5

Title 35-A, section 8703, subsection 5, relating to 

telecommunications relay service 

communications

Various 

Custodians

Would defer any changes to AG's Office

Continuation of exception supported
220 Can simplify language

28 35-A MRSA §9207, sub-§1

Title 35-A, section 9207, subsection 1, relating to 

information about communications service 

providers

Maine 

Connectivity 

Authority

No changes recommended at this point, 

though there are clarifications sought in 

future legislation

Continuation of exception supported

225

Defining confidential documents as 

"not a public record" may be 

duplicative per drafting manual.

Language re: designating info as 

confidential could be simplified

29 35-A MRSA §9408, sub-§§1 and 2

Title 35-A, section 9408, subsection 1: Maine 

Connectivity Authority – information about 

communications service providers if public 

access could compromise security of public 

utility systems or specific information is of a 

competitive or proprietary nature

Maine 

Connectivity 

Authority

No changes recommended at this point, 

though there are clarifications sought in 

future legislation

Continuation of exception supported

232

Defining confidential documents as 

"not a public record" may be 

duplicative per drafting manual.

Language re: designating info as 

confidential could be simplified

30 35-A MRSA §10106, sub-§1

Title 35-A, section 9207, subsection 1, paragraph 

A, relating to social security numbers included in 

certain records of the Efficiency Maine Trust

Efficiency Maine 

Trust

See questionnaire for suggested changes

Continuation of exception supported
238 Can simplify language

31 35-A MRSA §10313(9)

Title 35-A, section 10313, subsection 9: 

Competitive solicitation proposals and contract 

negotiation materials possessed by a new agency, 

the Department of Energy Resources.

Department of 

Energy 

Resources

Supports the exception, but notes it has not 

been used yet as it is new.
246 No changes recommended

32 36 MRSA §191
Title 36, section 191, relating to the 

confidentiality of tax returns

Maine Revenue 

Services

No changes recommended

Continuation of exception supported
261 No changes recommended

33 36 MRSA §194-D, sub-§4

Title 36, section 194-D, subsection 4, relating to 

criminal background check information for 

"affected persons" with access to federal tax 

information obtained by Maine Revenue Services 

or applicants to the bureau

Maine Revenue 

Services

No changes recommended

Continuation of exception supported
272

Defining confidential documents as 

"not a public record" may be 

duplicative per drafting manual

https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/35-a/title35-Asec1311-B.html
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/35-a/title35-Asec1316-A.html
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https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/35-A/title35-Asec10313.html
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/36/title36sec191.html
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/36/title36sec194-D.html


34 36 MRSA §579

Title 36, section 579, relating to the Maine Tree 

Growth Tax Law concerning forest management 

plans

DACF, Bureau 

of Forestry
No response received as of 10/14/2026 N/A

Defining confidential documents as 

"not a public record" may be 

duplicative per drafting manual

35 36 MRSA §581-G, sub-§3

Title 36, section 581-G, subsection 3, relating to 

addresses, telephone numbers, electronic mail 

addresses of forest landowners owning less than 

1,000 acres

DACF, Bureau 

of Forestry
No response received as of 10/14/2026 N/A No changes recommended

36 36 MRSA §653, sub-§1

Title 36, section 653, subsection 1, paragraph G, 

relating to applications and proof of entitlement 

for veterans property tax exemption

Maine Revenue 

Services, 

Various 

Custodians

No changes recommended

Continuation of exception supported
290/293

The exemptions nuder this section 

are discontinued beginning with 

property tax years beginning 

4/1/2027. 

37 36 MRSA §841, sub-§2

Title 36, section 841, subsection 2, relating to 

property tax abatement application information 

and proceedings

Maine Revenue 

Services, 

Various 

Custodians

No changes recommended

Continuation of exception supported
304/307 No changes recommended

38 36 MRSA §4316, sub-§4

Title 36, section 4316, subsection 4, relating to 

wild blueberries audits, Department of 

Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

DACF No response received as of 10/14/2026 N/A Can simplify language

39 36 MRSA §6271, sub-§2

Title 36, section 6271, subsection 2, relating to 

information and communications relating to an 

application under a municipal property tax 

deferral program for senior citizens

Maine Revenue 

Services, 

Various 

Custodians

No changes recommended

Continuation of exception supported
320 No changes recommended

40 36 MRSA §6760
Title 36, section 6760, relating to employment tax 

increment financing

Maine Revenue 

Services

No changes recommended

Continuation of exception supported
335 No changes recommended

https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/36/title36sec579.html
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/36/title36sec581-G.html
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/36/title36sec653.html
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/36/title36sec841.html
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/36/title36sec4316.html
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/36/title36sec6271.html
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/36/title36sec6760.html


 

Right to Know Advisory Committee 

Subcommittee of the  

RIGHT TO KNOW ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Public Records Exceptions Subcommittee 

 

Friday, October 30, 10:30 a.m. 

 

Location: State House, Room 202 (Hybrid Meeting) 

Public access also available through the Maine Legislature’s livestream:  

https://legislature.maine.gov/Audio/#202  

   

 

1. Introductions 

 

2. Review of Public Records Exceptions Titles 34-A through 36 

 

3. Confirm future meeting dates 

  

4. Adjourn  

https://legislature.maine.gov/Audio/#202
















































MRS Title 34-A, §1212. CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION

Generated 
10.05.2026 §1212. Confidential information |  1

§1212.  Confidential information
The following information pertaining to department employees and independent contractors is 

confidential and that part of any record of the department containing this information is not a public 
record, as defined in Title 1, section 402, subsection 3:  [PL 1991, c. 281 (NEW).]

1.  Addresses and telephone numbers.  Nonbusiness addresses and telephone numbers;
[PL 1991, c. 281 (NEW).]

2.  Information regarding other persons.  The existence, names, addresses and telephone 
numbers of family members, household members and persons to be notified in the event of an 
emergency; and
[PL 1991, c. 281 (NEW).]

3.  Work schedules.  Information pertaining to work schedules.
[PL 1991, c. 281 (NEW).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1991, c. 281 (NEW). 

The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include 
the following disclaimer in your publication:
All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects 
changes made through the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Maine Legislature and is current through October 1, 2026. The 
text is subject to change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the 
Maine Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements for certified text.
The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our 
goal is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to 
preserve the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the 
public. If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.













































































































































































































Reference # 15 

Right to Know Advisory Committee 

13 State House Station  Augusta, Maine 04333 

Telephone: (207) 287-1670 

 

 

STATUTE:  34-B MRSA §3864, sub-§5 

 

AGENCY:  Judicial Branch  

   

CONTACT PERSON:  Julia Finn   

 

RETURN BY: October 23, 2026 

 

The Right to Know Advisory Committee is established in Title 1, chapter 13 to serve as a 

resource for ensuring compliance with the Freedom of Access Act and upholding the 

integrity of the purposes underlying the Freedom of Access Act. Among its duties is to 

undertake review of existing provisions of law that allow records that would otherwise be 

public to be kept confidential. The Advisory Committee is required by law to complete a 

review of existing public records exceptions in Titles 33 through 39-A; the exception 

cited above is within the scope of that review. We would appreciate your input during 

this process. 

 

Thank you. 

 

QUESTIONS 

 

1. Please describe your agency’s experience in administering or applying this public 

records exception.  Please include a description of the records subject to the exception, an 

estimate of the frequency of its application, and an estimate of how frequently the 

exception is cited in denying a request for production of records (whether the denial 

occurs in response to an FOA request or in administrative or other litigation). 

 

 34-B MRS §3864(5) makes confidential hearings and reports of proceedings in 

mental health involuntary hospitalization and involuntary treatment/medication cases. 

The records are part of the court case file and are thus not subject to FOA.  

 

2. Please state whether your agency supports or opposes continuation of this 

exception, and explain the reasons for that position. 

 

 Because this is a matter of public policy, the Judicial Branch defers to the 

Legislature to determine the appropriateness of this exception. 

 

3. Please identify any problems that have occurred in the application of this 

exception.  Is it clear that the records described are intended to be confidential under the 

FOA statutes?  Is the language of the exception sufficiently clear in describing the 

records that are covered? 

 

 The Judicial Branch has not encountered any problems in applying this exception. 

 

4.   Does your agency recommend changes to this exception?  

mailto:julia.finn@courts.maine.gov


Reference # 15 

Right to Know Advisory Committee 

13 State House Station  Augusta, Maine 04333 

Telephone: (207) 287-1670 

 

 

 No. 

 

5. Please identify stakeholders whose input should be considered in the evaluation of 

this exception, with contact information if that is available. 

 

 None known. 

 

6. Please provide any further information that you believe is relevant to the Advisory 

Committee’s review. 

 







































































Reference # 19 

Right to Know Advisory Committee 

13 State House Station  Augusta, Maine 04333 

Telephone: (207) 287-1670 

 

 

STATUTE:  34-B MRSA §7014, sub-§1 

 

AGENCY:  Judicial Branch  

   

CONTACT PERSON:  Julia Finn   

 

RETURN BY: October 23, 2026 

 

The Right to Know Advisory Committee is established in Title 1, chapter 13 to serve as a 

resource for ensuring compliance with the Freedom of Access Act and upholding the 

integrity of the purposes underlying the Freedom of Access Act. Among its duties is to 

undertake review of existing provisions of law that allow records that would otherwise be 

public to be kept confidential. The Advisory Committee is required by law to complete a 

review of existing public records exceptions in Titles 33 through 39-A; the exception 

cited above is within the scope of that review. We would appreciate your input during 

this process. 

 

Thank you. 

 

QUESTIONS 

 

1. Please describe your agency’s experience in administering or applying this public 

records exception.  Please include a description of the records subject to the exception, an 

estimate of the frequency of its application, and an estimate of how frequently the 

exception is cited in denying a request for production of records (whether the denial 

occurs in response to an FOA request or in administrative or other litigation). 

 

 34-B MRS §7014(1) makes confidential hearings and records of proceedings in 

cases arising under the Due Process in Sterilization Act of 1982 (Chapter 7). The records 

are part of the court case file and are thus not subject to FOA. 

 

2. Please state whether your agency supports or opposes continuation of this 

exception, and explain the reasons for that position. 

 

 Because this is a matter of public policy, the Judicial Branch defers to the 

Legislature to determine the appropriateness of this exception. 

 

3. Please identify any problems that have occurred in the application of this 

exception.  Is it clear that the records described are intended to be confidential under the 

FOA statutes?  Is the language of the exception sufficiently clear in describing the 

records that are covered? 

 

 The Judicial Branch has not encountered any problems in applying this exception. 

 

4.   Does your agency recommend changes to this exception?  

mailto:julia.finn@courts.maine.gov


Reference # 19 

Right to Know Advisory Committee 

13 State House Station  Augusta, Maine 04333 

Telephone: (207) 287-1670 

 

 

 No. 

 

5. Please identify stakeholders whose input should be considered in the evaluation of 

this exception, with contact information if that is available. 

 

 None known. 

 

6. Please provide any further information that you believe is relevant to the Advisory 

Committee’s review. 

 

 





























































































































































































































































 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
To: Right to Know Advisory Committee, Exceptions Sub-committee 
From: Amanda Campbell, Legislative Advocate, MMA 
Re: Reponses to Exceptions References Nos. 36, 37 and 39 
Date: October 20, 2026 
Sent via email to Will.Tew@legislature.maine.gov 
 
Reference #36 – 36 MRS §653, sub-§1 (Exemptions related to the estates of veterans) 
 
Question #1 
36 MRS §653, sub-§1-G provides that applications and supporting documents for a property tax 
exemption available to eligible veterans is confidential. Municipal assessors or assessing agents are the 
primary local officials tasked with custody of the veteran’s exemption application and supporting 
documentation. In municipalities with an assessing agent, it is likely a town manager/administrator or 
town clerk who maintains custody. These same officials, unless a community has a specific FOAA 
officer, would apply the exception to any request received by the municipality. The confidential 
information included in these application materials may include social security numbers, date of birth, 
Veterans Administration disability rating documentation, and military discharge records. 
 
While a listing of veteran property taxpayers receiving an exemption is likely to be requested, specific 
applications and supporting documentation for eligibility are much less likely to be the subject of a FOAA 
request. A survey of MMA members indicates that a FOAA request for these documents happens very 
rarely, if ever.  
 
Question #2 
Surveyed municipal officials overwhelmingly, although not unanimously, agree that this exception should 
be continued.  
 
Question #3 
36 MRS §653, sub-§1-G is clear that “an application and proof of entitlement filed pursuant to this 
paragraph is confidential and may not be made available for public inspection.”  
 
Municipal officials noted that while the statute is clear, it is still possible to glean exemption level status 
from a review of the municipal tax commitment book. Although that document would not include 
personally identifying information such as a social security number or birthday, under the new eligibility 
levels, anyone could determine a taxpayer’s disability rating by the value of their exemption listed. 
Municipal officials only bring this to the attention of the committee and do not propose further 
confidentiality measures for municipal-level tax documents.  
 



 
 

 
 

Question #4 
During the second session of the 132nd Legislature, the sections of Title 36 that govern property tax 
exemptions for certain individuals were amended and consolidated. The application for the homestead 
exemption, the veterans exemption, and the exemption for persons who are legally blind are now all part 
of one application. 
 
Newly enacted 36 MRS §684, sub-§6 reads: 
6. Confidentiality. Notwithstanding Title 1, chapter 13, an application and proof of entitlement filed 
pursuant to subsection 5 are confidential and may not be made available for public inspection. The 
application and proof of entitlement must be made available to the bureau by the municipality upon 
request. (Section 5, referred to in this paragraph, outlines the application process and requirement for 
proof of entitlement.) 
 
Reference #37 – 36 MRS §841, sub-§2 (Exemptions related to hardship or poverty abatements) 
 
Question #1 
36 MRS §841, sub-§2 provides that applications, supporting documents, files and communications 
relating to an application for a hardship or poverty abatement are confidential. A wide variety of municipal 
officials could maintain custody of these records, depending on the municipality. Municipal assessors or 
assessing agents are included in abatement proceedings. General Assistance administrators may also 
participate. In most communities, it is likely a town manager/administrator who maintains custody 
although in smaller communities this could be the chair of either a selectboard or board of assessors. 
These same officials, unless a community has a specific FOAA officer, would apply the exception to any 
request received by the municipality.  
 
Municipal officials who responded to the survey reported no requests for this type of record. 
 
Question #2 
Surveyed municipal officials overwhelmingly, although not unanimously, agree that this exception should 
be continued.  
 
Question #3 
36 MRS §841, sub-§2 is clear that “all applications, information submitted in support of the applications, 
files and communications relating to an application for abatement and the determination on the 
application for abatement are confidential.”  
 
Municipal officials noted that while the statutory language is clear, it does not specifically reference the 
FOAA statute under 1 MRS §402(3), which prompted some survey respondents to express concern 
regarding the possibility of overlooking the confidential nature of the records as they apply specifically to 
a FOAA request.  
 
 
 

https://legislature.maine.gov/legis/statutes/36/title36sec684.html


 
 

 
 

Question #4 
Committee members may wish to consider adding the FOAA statute reference to 36 MRS §841, sub-2. 
 
Reference #39 – 36 MRS §6271, sub-§2 (Exemptions related to municipal property tax deferral 
programs) 
 
Question #1 
36 MRS §6271, sub-§2 provides that applications, supporting documents, files, and communications 
relating to an application for deferral of taxes are confidential. A wide variety of municipal officials could 
maintain custody of these records, depending on the municipality. Tax collectors, treasurers, and finance 
directors would likely take part in any application review process for deferral of taxes. In most 
communities, it is likely a town manager/administrator who maintains custody, although in smaller 
communities this could also be the chair of either a selectboard or board of assessors. These same 
officials, unless a community has a specific FOAA officer, would apply the exception to any request 
received by the municipality.  
 
Municipal officials who responded to the survey reported no requests for this type of record 
 
Question #2 
Surveyed municipal officials overwhelmingly, although not unanimously, agree that this exception should 
be continued.  
 
Question #3 
36 MRS §6271, sub-§2 is clear that “an application, information submitted in support of an application 
and files and communications relating to an application for deferral of taxes under the program are 
confidential.”  
 
Municipal officials noted that while the statute language is clear, it does not specifically reference the 
FOAA statute under 1 MRS §402(3), which prompted some survey respondents to express concern 
regarding the possibility of overlooking the confidential nature of the records as they apply specifically to 
a FOAA request.  
 
Question #4 
Committee members may wish to consider adding the FOAA statute reference to 36 MRS §6271, sub-2. 
 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions. 
acampbell@memun.org  
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To: Right to Know Advisory Committee, Exceptions Sub-committee 
From: Amanda Campbell, Legislative Advocate, MMA 
Re: Reponses to Exceptions References Nos. 36, 37 and 39 
Date: October 20, 2026 
Sent via email to Will.Tew@legislature.maine.gov 
 
Reference #36 – 36 MRS §653, sub-§1 (Exemptions related to the estates of veterans) 
 
Question #1 
36 MRS §653, sub-§1-G provides that applications and supporting documents for a property tax 
exemption available to eligible veterans is confidential. Municipal assessors or assessing agents are the 
primary local officials tasked with custody of the veteran’s exemption application and supporting 
documentation. In municipalities with an assessing agent, it is likely a town manager/administrator or 
town clerk who maintains custody. These same officials, unless a community has a specific FOAA 
officer, would apply the exception to any request received by the municipality. The confidential 
information included in these application materials may include social security numbers, date of birth, 
Veterans Administration disability rating documentation, and military discharge records. 
 
While a listing of veteran property taxpayers receiving an exemption is likely to be requested, specific 
applications and supporting documentation for eligibility are much less likely to be the subject of a FOAA 
request. A survey of MMA members indicates that a FOAA request for these documents happens very 
rarely, if ever.  
 
Question #2 
Surveyed municipal officials overwhelmingly, although not unanimously, agree that this exception should 
be continued.  
 
Question #3 
36 MRS §653, sub-§1-G is clear that “an application and proof of entitlement filed pursuant to this 
paragraph is confidential and may not be made available for public inspection.”  
 
Municipal officials noted that while the statute is clear, it is still possible to glean exemption level status 
from a review of the municipal tax commitment book. Although that document would not include 
personally identifying information such as a social security number or birthday, under the new eligibility 
levels, anyone could determine a taxpayer’s disability rating by the value of their exemption listed. 
Municipal officials only bring this to the attention of the committee and do not propose further 
confidentiality measures for municipal-level tax documents.  
 



 
 

 
 

Question #4 
During the second session of the 132nd Legislature, the sections of Title 36 that govern property tax 
exemptions for certain individuals were amended and consolidated. The application for the homestead 
exemption, the veterans exemption, and the exemption for persons who are legally blind are now all part 
of one application. 
 
Newly enacted 36 MRS §684, sub-§6 reads: 
6. Confidentiality. Notwithstanding Title 1, chapter 13, an application and proof of entitlement filed 
pursuant to subsection 5 are confidential and may not be made available for public inspection. The 
application and proof of entitlement must be made available to the bureau by the municipality upon 
request. (Section 5, referred to in this paragraph, outlines the application process and requirement for 
proof of entitlement.) 
 
Reference #37 – 36 MRS §841, sub-§2 (Exemptions related to hardship or poverty abatements) 
 
Question #1 
36 MRS §841, sub-§2 provides that applications, supporting documents, files and communications 
relating to an application for a hardship or poverty abatement are confidential. A wide variety of municipal 
officials could maintain custody of these records, depending on the municipality. Municipal assessors or 
assessing agents are included in abatement proceedings. General Assistance administrators may also 
participate. In most communities, it is likely a town manager/administrator who maintains custody 
although in smaller communities this could be the chair of either a selectboard or board of assessors. 
These same officials, unless a community has a specific FOAA officer, would apply the exception to any 
request received by the municipality.  
 
Municipal officials who responded to the survey reported no requests for this type of record. 
 
Question #2 
Surveyed municipal officials overwhelmingly, although not unanimously, agree that this exception should 
be continued.  
 
Question #3 
36 MRS §841, sub-§2 is clear that “all applications, information submitted in support of the applications, 
files and communications relating to an application for abatement and the determination on the 
application for abatement are confidential.”  
 
Municipal officials noted that while the statutory language is clear, it does not specifically reference the 
FOAA statute under 1 MRS §402(3), which prompted some survey respondents to express concern 
regarding the possibility of overlooking the confidential nature of the records as they apply specifically to 
a FOAA request.  
 
 
 

https://legislature.maine.gov/legis/statutes/36/title36sec684.html


 
 

 
 

Question #4 
Committee members may wish to consider adding the FOAA statute reference to 36 MRS §841, sub-2. 
 
Reference #39 – 36 MRS §6271, sub-§2 (Exemptions related to municipal property tax deferral 
programs) 
 
Question #1 
36 MRS §6271, sub-§2 provides that applications, supporting documents, files, and communications 
relating to an application for deferral of taxes are confidential. A wide variety of municipal officials could 
maintain custody of these records, depending on the municipality. Tax collectors, treasurers, and finance 
directors would likely take part in any application review process for deferral of taxes. In most 
communities, it is likely a town manager/administrator who maintains custody, although in smaller 
communities this could also be the chair of either a selectboard or board of assessors. These same 
officials, unless a community has a specific FOAA officer, would apply the exception to any request 
received by the municipality.  
 
Municipal officials who responded to the survey reported no requests for this type of record 
 
Question #2 
Surveyed municipal officials overwhelmingly, although not unanimously, agree that this exception should 
be continued.  
 
Question #3 
36 MRS §6271, sub-§2 is clear that “an application, information submitted in support of an application 
and files and communications relating to an application for deferral of taxes under the program are 
confidential.”  
 
Municipal officials noted that while the statute language is clear, it does not specifically reference the 
FOAA statute under 1 MRS §402(3), which prompted some survey respondents to express concern 
regarding the possibility of overlooking the confidential nature of the records as they apply specifically to 
a FOAA request.  
 
Question #4 
Committee members may wish to consider adding the FOAA statute reference to 36 MRS §6271, sub-2. 
 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions. 
acampbell@memun.org  
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To: Right to Know Advisory Committee, Exceptions Sub-committee 
From: Amanda Campbell, Legislative Advocate, MMA 
Re: Reponses to Exceptions References Nos. 36, 37 and 39 
Date: October 20, 2026 
Sent via email to Will.Tew@legislature.maine.gov 
 
Reference #36 – 36 MRS §653, sub-§1 (Exemptions related to the estates of veterans) 
 
Question #1 
36 MRS §653, sub-§1-G provides that applications and supporting documents for a property tax 
exemption available to eligible veterans is confidential. Municipal assessors or assessing agents are the 
primary local officials tasked with custody of the veteran’s exemption application and supporting 
documentation. In municipalities with an assessing agent, it is likely a town manager/administrator or 
town clerk who maintains custody. These same officials, unless a community has a specific FOAA 
officer, would apply the exception to any request received by the municipality. The confidential 
information included in these application materials may include social security numbers, date of birth, 
Veterans Administration disability rating documentation, and military discharge records. 
 
While a listing of veteran property taxpayers receiving an exemption is likely to be requested, specific 
applications and supporting documentation for eligibility are much less likely to be the subject of a FOAA 
request. A survey of MMA members indicates that a FOAA request for these documents happens very 
rarely, if ever.  
 
Question #2 
Surveyed municipal officials overwhelmingly, although not unanimously, agree that this exception should 
be continued.  
 
Question #3 
36 MRS §653, sub-§1-G is clear that “an application and proof of entitlement filed pursuant to this 
paragraph is confidential and may not be made available for public inspection.”  
 
Municipal officials noted that while the statute is clear, it is still possible to glean exemption level status 
from a review of the municipal tax commitment book. Although that document would not include 
personally identifying information such as a social security number or birthday, under the new eligibility 
levels, anyone could determine a taxpayer’s disability rating by the value of their exemption listed. 
Municipal officials only bring this to the attention of the committee and do not propose further 
confidentiality measures for municipal-level tax documents.  
 



 
 

 
 

Question #4 
During the second session of the 132nd Legislature, the sections of Title 36 that govern property tax 
exemptions for certain individuals were amended and consolidated. The application for the homestead 
exemption, the veterans exemption, and the exemption for persons who are legally blind are now all part 
of one application. 
 
Newly enacted 36 MRS §684, sub-§6 reads: 
6. Confidentiality. Notwithstanding Title 1, chapter 13, an application and proof of entitlement filed 
pursuant to subsection 5 are confidential and may not be made available for public inspection. The 
application and proof of entitlement must be made available to the bureau by the municipality upon 
request. (Section 5, referred to in this paragraph, outlines the application process and requirement for 
proof of entitlement.) 
 
Reference #37 – 36 MRS §841, sub-§2 (Exemptions related to hardship or poverty abatements) 
 
Question #1 
36 MRS §841, sub-§2 provides that applications, supporting documents, files and communications 
relating to an application for a hardship or poverty abatement are confidential. A wide variety of municipal 
officials could maintain custody of these records, depending on the municipality. Municipal assessors or 
assessing agents are included in abatement proceedings. General Assistance administrators may also 
participate. In most communities, it is likely a town manager/administrator who maintains custody 
although in smaller communities this could be the chair of either a selectboard or board of assessors. 
These same officials, unless a community has a specific FOAA officer, would apply the exception to any 
request received by the municipality.  
 
Municipal officials who responded to the survey reported no requests for this type of record. 
 
Question #2 
Surveyed municipal officials overwhelmingly, although not unanimously, agree that this exception should 
be continued.  
 
Question #3 
36 MRS §841, sub-§2 is clear that “all applications, information submitted in support of the applications, 
files and communications relating to an application for abatement and the determination on the 
application for abatement are confidential.”  
 
Municipal officials noted that while the statutory language is clear, it does not specifically reference the 
FOAA statute under 1 MRS §402(3), which prompted some survey respondents to express concern 
regarding the possibility of overlooking the confidential nature of the records as they apply specifically to 
a FOAA request.  
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Question #4 
Committee members may wish to consider adding the FOAA statute reference to 36 MRS §841, sub-2. 
 
Reference #39 – 36 MRS §6271, sub-§2 (Exemptions related to municipal property tax deferral 
programs) 
 
Question #1 
36 MRS §6271, sub-§2 provides that applications, supporting documents, files, and communications 
relating to an application for deferral of taxes are confidential. A wide variety of municipal officials could 
maintain custody of these records, depending on the municipality. Tax collectors, treasurers, and finance 
directors would likely take part in any application review process for deferral of taxes. In most 
communities, it is likely a town manager/administrator who maintains custody, although in smaller 
communities this could also be the chair of either a selectboard or board of assessors. These same 
officials, unless a community has a specific FOAA officer, would apply the exception to any request 
received by the municipality.  
 
Municipal officials who responded to the survey reported no requests for this type of record 
 
Question #2 
Surveyed municipal officials overwhelmingly, although not unanimously, agree that this exception should 
be continued.  
 
Question #3 
36 MRS §6271, sub-§2 is clear that “an application, information submitted in support of an application 
and files and communications relating to an application for deferral of taxes under the program are 
confidential.”  
 
Municipal officials noted that while the statute language is clear, it does not specifically reference the 
FOAA statute under 1 MRS §402(3), which prompted some survey respondents to express concern 
regarding the possibility of overlooking the confidential nature of the records as they apply specifically to 
a FOAA request.  
 
Question #4 
Committee members may wish to consider adding the FOAA statute reference to 36 MRS §6271, sub-2. 
 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions. 
acampbell@memun.org  
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