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Background Materials 

Provided by the Office of Policy and Legal Analysis  

Material Notes 

Overview of Problem: Harmful Chemical Exposure at Base Gagetown See pages 24-27 of “Meeting 
Materials” for September 18, 
2026 

Gagetown Harmful Chemical Study Commission Report (January 2024)  

Federal Government Resources 

Material Author 

“Veterans and Agent Orange: Update 11 (2018)” National Academies of 
Sciences, Engineering, and 
Medicine; Health and 
Medicine Division; Board on 
Population Health and Public 
Health Practice; Committee to 
Review the Health Effects in 
Vietnam Veterans of Exposure 
to Herbicides (Eleventh 
Biennial Update; November 
15, 2018) 

“Public Health: Herbicide Tests and Storage Outside the U.S.” United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs  
(updated May 11, 2026) 

 Substance Profile: “2,3,7,8-Tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin”  Report on Carcinogens, 
Fifteenth Edition  
(December 2021). 
  

“The PACT Act and Your VA benefits” United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs 
(updated June 2, 2026) 

“Agent Orange Exposure and Disability Compensation” United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs 
(updated September 15, 2025) 

“ARCHIVED – The Use of Herbicides at CFB Gagetown from 1952 to 
Present Day” 

Canadian National Defence 
(last updated December 13, 
2018) 

State Government Resources 

Material Author 

Veterans’ Healthcare Benefits: “Agent Orange/Agent Purple”  Maine Bureau of Veterans’ 
Service 

  

https://legislature.maine.gov/backend/App/services/getDocument.aspx?documentId=124338
https://legislature.maine.gov/doc/12693
https://legislature.maine.gov/doc/10717
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30629395/
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/PUBLICHEALTH/exposures/agentorange/locations/tests-storage/outside-vietnam.asp
https://ntp.niehs.nih.gov/sites/default/files/ntp/roc/content/profiles/tetrachlorodibenzodioxin.pdf
https://www.va.gov/resources/the-pact-act-and-your-va-benefits/
https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/hazardous-materials-exposure/agent-orange/#requirements-for-agent-orange-
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/corporate/reports-publications/health/use-of-herbicides-at-cfb-gagetown-from-1952-to-present-day.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/corporate/reports-publications/health/use-of-herbicides-at-cfb-gagetown-from-1952-to-present-day.html
https://www.maine.gov/veterans/benefits/healthcare/agent-orange-purple
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Scientific Research 

Material Author and Notes 

“CFB Herbicide Spray Programs: 1952-2004 Fact-Finders’ Report” Dr. Dennis Furlong (2007), 
published on Prevent Cancer 
Now (November 2023)  

“Task 3A-1: Toxicological Risk Assessment Pertaining To Potential 
Occupational And Related Exposures Associated With Herbicide 
Spraying Operations at CFB Gagetown – Tier 1 – 1966-67 U.S. Trials –
Manufacturing Impurities (Contaminants)” 

Cantox Environmental (July 
2006), published on Prevent 
Cancer Now (November 2023) 

** Pages 24-28 distributed to 
Commission on October 2, 2026, 
following members’ request for a 
list of tactical herbicides sprayed 
at Base Gagetown 

Appendix H: “Peer Review Comments, Health Canada Comments and 
Cantox Environmental Response Comments” 

Peer review: Michalek et al. 
(June 23 2006), published on 
Prevent Cancer Now 
(November 2023) 

Media  

Material Author 

Article: “60 years ago, Agent Orange was sprayed at CFB Gagetown. 
Vets want to know: are toxins still in the soil?”  

CBC (June 18, 2026) 

Article: “Ex-soldier says he watched barrels of Agent Orange being 
buried at Gagetown base” 

CBC (May 23, 2018) 

Podcast: “The Legacy of Agent Orange: 60 years on, veterans are still 
fighting for recognition over Agent Orange Spraying at CFB Gagetown” 

CBC’s The Sunday Magazine 
(June 14, 2026)  

Provided by Commission Members 

Material Notes 

Petition 451-00899 (Environmental): Petition to the Canadian 
Government to conduct an inquiry into the history of CFB Gagetown's 
toxic herbicide program and the Base Gagetown and Area Fact Finding 
Project/Report 

Provided by Jan McColm, from 
the Canadian House of 
Commons (last updated June 
8, 2026) 

Example of National Guard Compensation for Training at Base 
Gagetown 

Provided by Karen St. Peter; 
see pages 197- 205 of 
“Meeting Materials” for 
October 2, 2026” 

“Appendix B: Limitations of the Furlong Report and Task 3A-Tier 1 Risk 
Assessment” 

Provided by Jan McColm, from 
Pensions Advocates for the 
Canadian Bureau of Pensions 
Advocates Lisa Laird; see pages 
206-216 of “Meeting 
Materials” for October 2, 
2026” 

https://legislature.maine.gov/backend/App/services/getDocument.aspx?documentId=124338
https://preventcancernow.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/FFOCFinalReport-2007Aug27.pdf
https://preventcancernow.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/3a-1-CFB_Gagetown-CEI_HHRA_TIER1_Final_Report-july2.pdf
https://preventcancernow.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/3a-1-CFB_Gagetown-CEI_HHRA_TIER1_Final_Report-july2.pdf
https://preventcancernow.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/3a-1-CFB_Gagetown-CEI_HHRA_TIER1_Final_Report-july2.pdf
https://preventcancernow.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/3a-1-CFB_Gagetown-CEI_HHRA_TIER1_Final_Report-july2.pdf
https://preventcancernow.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/3a-1-Appendix_H-Tier_1_Final_July06-Peer_Review.pdf
https://preventcancernow.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/3a-1-Appendix_H-Tier_1_Final_July06-Peer_Review.pdf
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/sunday/gagetown-60-agent-orange-9.7238622
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/sunday/gagetown-60-agent-orange-9.7238622
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/agent-orange-gagetown-eyewitness-1.4673641
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/agent-orange-gagetown-eyewitness-1.4673641
https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/audio/9.7231393
https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/audio/9.7231393
https://www.ourcommons.ca/petitions/en/Petition/Details?Petition=451-00899
https://legislature.maine.gov/doc/12720
https://legislature.maine.gov/doc/12720
https://legislature.maine.gov/doc/12720
https://legislature.maine.gov/doc/12720


Gagetown Harmful Chemical Study Commission 
Established by Public Law 2025, Chapter 763 

Background Materials for the Gagetown Harmful Chemical Study Commission      
Last updated October 5, 2026   Page 3 of 3 

Provided by Commission Members (cont’d) 

Material Notes 

“Sample of Arguments Frequently Presented to [Veterans Review and 
Appeal Board] VRAB”  

Provided by Jan McColm, from 
Pensions Advocates for the 
Canadian Bureau of Pensions 
Advocates Lisa Laird; see pages 
217-235 of “Meeting 
Materials” for October 2, 
2026” 

“Exhibits frequently filed with the Veterans Review and Appeal Board” Provided by Jan McColm, from 
Pensions Advocates for the 
Canadian Bureau of Pensions 
Advocates Lisa Laird; see page 
236 of “Meeting Materials” for 
October 2, 2026” 

  

https://legislature.maine.gov/backend/App/services/getDocument.aspx?documentId=124338
https://legislature.maine.gov/doc/12720
https://legislature.maine.gov/doc/12720
https://legislature.maine.gov/doc/12720

