Environmental
Priorities /v
alition / -

0

R A

Testimony of the Environmental Pr1|or1t1es Coalition
Before the Energy, Utilities, and Technology Commuttee

In Support of LD 1895
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Good afternoon Senator Lawrence, Representative Zeigler, and distinguished members of the
Energy, Utilities, and Technology Commuittee My name 1s Kelt Wilska and I offer testimony on
behalf of Maine’s Environmental Priorities Coalition (EPC) The EPC 1s a partnership of 37
environmental, conservation, and pyblic health orgamzations representing over 120,000 members
who want to protect the good health, good jobs, and quality of life that our environment provides
Thank you for the opportunity to testify today in support of LD 1895, An Act Regarding the
Procurement of Energy from Offshore Wind Resources We have designated this bill as EPC
priority legislation for this session '

As I'look around the commuttee room today, I see another unprecedented coalition a group of
environmental, labor, educational, municipal, and fisheries orgamzations that have rallied around
responsible offshore wind development 1n the Gulf of Maine This legislation 1s the product of
many months of consistent collaboration between these parties, and 1t reflects an urgent and
united desire to mitigate the effects of climate change, protect our ocean ecosystems, and achieve
a Just clean energy transition where Maine’s communities come out stronger and more resilient
on the other side

LD 1895 must become law this session As our state’s climate action plan so aptly states, Maine
Won’t Wait, and Maine can’t wait, to address the rapidly worsening effects of chmate change A
phased procurement of 2 8 gigawatts of commercially developed offshore wind energy will be an
essential step towards meeting Governor Mills’ goal of 100% clean energy by 2040 The Gulf of
Maine 1s currently a victim of the climate crisis, with 1ts waters warming faster than 99% of the
world’s oceans Let us now make the Gulf of Maine part of the solution to the climate crisis,
where 1t can provide an offramp from the volatile market of dirty o1l and gas and an on-ramp to a
clean energy future with stable and affordable electricity for all Mainers, all while using
groundbreaking technology developed at the University of Maine



A just clean energy transition 1s only truly just if our policy holds the most vulnerable
communities at 1ts center LD 1895 does exactly that, ensuring that the economic benefits of this
mdustry are distributed equitably throughout the entire state, from our coast to our most rural
mland communities With a proposed sponsor amendment, this legislation requires fishing
communities mvestment plans and incentivizes development outside of Lobster Management
Area 1, a priority among fisheries stakeholders that was mcluded 1n the official recommendations
from the Maine Offshore Wind Roadmap Fisheries Working Group Through provisions that
facilitate project labor agreements and) labor peace agreements and ensure that developers
engage, consult with, and hire members of our state’s most vulnerable communities, this bill
harnesses the power of Mainers who are ready and willing to make offshore wind a reality 1 our
state

This bill launches a strong, equtable offshore wind industry the Maine way, building up our
state’s communities while ensuring the continued prosperity of our ocean ecosystems and marine
heritage industries through requirements for environmental monitoring and mitigation To
achieve a just transition to Mame-made offshore wind, we need all voices at the table LD 1895
reflects those voices For this reason, Maine Conservation Voters, the dozens of organizations
comprising the Environmental Priorities Coalition, and almost 450 Maine people who have
signed the attached petition, all encourage you to vote “Ought to pass ” Thank you for your time
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WE SUPPORT RESPONSIBLY
DEVELOPED OFFSHORE WIND IN

THE UNDERSIGNED 446 MAINE RESIDENTS
SUPPORT A RESPONSIBLY DEVELOPED
OFFSHORE WIND INDUSTRY IN THE GULF OF
MAINE THAT ADHERES TO STRONG
ENVIRONMENTAL, LABOR, AND EQUITY
STANDARDS.

- THE GULF OF MAINE
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Barbara Acosta, Trenton ) Michael Catania, Portland |-
Celina Adams, Kittery IZOngB';?’ Bka rNHarbor Ingrid Chalufour, Brunswick A
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Peggy Drake, Steuben Stacie Haines, Augusta Diana Jagde, Gardiner “5’%3
Janice Drinan, Scarborough Laurie Haines, Bowdoin Caroline Janover, Damariscotta g
Robert Eaton, Harpswell Seth Hall, Waldoboro Abigail Jones, East Boothbay Fg
Jeri Edgar, Portland Kimberly Hallee, Waterville Casey Kaemerer, Lamoine fn"g“
Richard Farnsworth, Portland Annie Halvorsen, Kittery Point Virginia Kanzler, Fryeburg -
Anne Farrington, Auburn Bill Hammond, Trevett Fred Kaplan, Boothbay Harbor ZJF“
Shelley Fein, Northport James Handy, Lewiston Daniel Katz, Portland a
Lorna Ferguson, East Millinocket Connie Hanson, Augusta Katie Keenan, Portland NS
Charles Ferguson, East Milinocket Meredith Harding, Cornish Robert Keith, New Gloucester
Margaret Fernald, Orland Lours Hargan, York Henry Kennedy, Nobleboro
Anne Ferrara, Brooksville Elise Hartill, Whitefield John Kerr, Yarmouth .
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Matthew freytag, East Vassalboro Janet Heroux, Portland Susy Kist, Portland
Diane Friese, Brunswick George Higgins, Peaks Island Steven Kloppenburg, Berwick .
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Louis Frumer, Bowdoinham Jon Hinck, Augusta Jud Knox, York -
Christine Gabree, Buxton Ken Hnottavangetelleen, Arrowsic Dana Knudsen, Wells
Terra Gallo, Cumberland Center Fran Hoef-Bouchard, Portland Bob Kohl, Liberty ‘
Steve Garnaas-Holmes, Wells 7~ _ Chloe Hoffman, Portland Deanna Korey, Westbrook -
Paula Georges, Portland Cheryl Hoffman, Lebanon Janet Kuech, Gorham :
Susan Gerry, Friendship Laurie Holland, Woolwich Jackie Kulik, Winslow e
Kevin Gestrich, Waterville Mair Honan, Freeport Alan Lambert, Yarmouth ;: ’
Shelly Gibson, Lewiston Tim Honey, South Portland Justin Lamkin, Kittery s
Marie-Estelle Gill, Sabattus Deb Houdek, Auburn cindy lang, Thomaston
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Laura Graves, Phippsburg Kathleen Huntington, Newcastle Therese larochelle, Augusta B
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Carol Libby, York
R Daniel Libby, York
John Lillibridge, Portland
Jill Linzee, New Harbor
Elyjah Locke, Scarborough
Tom Long, Portland
Harrah Lord, Rockport
Ben Lounsbury, Auburn
J Lukas, Avon
Nick Lund, Cumberland Center
Gordon Lutz, Holden
Jeff Mac Donald, Brownville
Michael MacDonald, Holden
George Mack, Northeast Harbor
Laura MacKay, Camden
Michael MacPherson, Milbridge
Polly Mahoney, Newry
Laurie Manos, Harpswell
Chris Manos, Harpswell
Jeff Marks, Portland
Caitlin Marshall, Portland
Margaret Marshall, Orland
Toby Martin, Islesboro
Natasha Mayers, Whitefield
Mac McAbee, York
Monica McAndrews, Ellsworth
Margaret McCann, Rome
Diane McClanahan, Raymond
Linda McCracken, Canaan
Linda McCullough, Brunswick
Joseph Mcdougall, Augusta
Mary McEvoy, Stoneham
Jennifer Melville, Freeport
B Erik Mercer, Portland
Sally Merchant, South Thomaston
David Merrill, Newcastle
Susan Messrschmitt, Biddeford
James Miller, Leeds

James Miller, Clinton
Sidney Mitchell, Dover Foxcroft
Lindy Moceus, Vienna
Quinn Molloy, Cumberland Center
Joseph Montillo, Glenburn
Ananda Moor-Jankowski, Portland
Mason Morfit, South Freeport
Pam Morgan, Kennebunkport
Nicole Morin-Scribner, Belgrade
Thomas Moroney, Boothbay
Sylvia Morrison, Newcastle
Claire Mortimer, Brooklin
Sharon Mrozinski, Vinalhaven
Nadya Mullen, N Yarmouth
Angela Murphy, Kennebunk
Virginia Murphy, Richmond
Susan Murr, Yarmouth
Ruth Nadelhaft, Bangor
John Neal, Greene
Peter Neill, Sedgwick
Jenna Nelson, Poland
Nicolas Neveux, Shapleigh
John Newlin, Brunswick

> Patricia Nobel, Lincoln
Zoe North, Orono
Diane Nosnik, Cape Neddick
Natalte Nowatzke, Portland
Randall Oakley, Mount Vernon
Ken Oberholtzer, Stockton Springs
Julia O'Brien-Merrill, Newcastle
Susanna Okace, Georgetown
Sarah Oldham, Portland
Betty Olivolo, Kittery
Daniel Oppenheim, Falmouth
Richard Osann, Bar Harbor
Ashley Ouellette, Biddeford
Laurence Packard, Yarmouth
Deirdre Page, Peaks Island

Eliot Paine, Bar Harbor
Gerhild Paris, Portland
Carole Parker, Lewiston
Cynthia Pawlek, Kittery Point
Don Pendleton, Dixmont
__Edward Perrin, Hallowell
Duncan Perry, Scarborough
Ann Peterson, Saco
Sarah Pierce, New Gloucester
Tom Pinkerman, York
Priscilla Platt, Falmouth
David Platt, Scarborough
David Plavin, Saco
Steve Podgajny, Brunswick
Rob Porter, Harpswell
Jennifer Porter, Bar Mills
Nola Prevost, Brewer
Eileen Purdy, Portland
Molly Rahman, Southwest Harbor
Connor Ransom, Waterville
Davian Rawls, Portland
Susan Raye, Falmouth .
Gregg Raymond, South Portland °
Richard Record, Buxton
Debbie Reifsnyder, Falmouth
> Paul Retherford, Falmouth
Rosalind Revilock-Frost, York
Jeff Reynolds, Bangor
Christina Richardson, Berwick
John Rindlaub, Portland
Paul Robie, Northport
Ruth Roemer, Portland
Jack Rosberg, Harpswell
Erika Rowland, Lovell
Susan Ruch, Falmouth
Suzanne Rudalevige, Cape Elizabeth
Tom Rumpf, Brunswick
Dorothy Salvato, Clinton
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Mia Sargent, Augusta
Eve Sawyer, Portland
Ann Schaer, Waldoboro
Molly Schen, South Portland
Anneliese Schultz, Gray
Charlene Schuman, Gorham
Toni Scribner, Pembroke
Jerry Scribner, Belgrade
Maryann Sedlack, Falmouth
Jeff Sedlack, Falmouth
Jay Seiler, Brunswick
Priscilla Seimer, Harpswell
Claire Sessions, Athens
Maeve Shea, Brunswick
Ran: Sheaffer, Hallowell
Kristin Shearman, Jefferson
Laura Sheinkopf, Belfast
Gail Shields, Burnham
Elly Shivel, Kennebunkport
Laura Sholtz, Exeter
Jason Silberstein, Portland
Iris Silverstein, Brunswick
Barbara Simon, South Portland
Jeffrey Sloan, Bethel
Gordon Smith, Brunswick
Joseph Smith, North Berwick
Halsey Snow, Casco
¢ Maggie Somers, Portland
Tracy Sommers, Diamond Cove
Jane Soulos, Bath
Gretchen Stanton, Portland
Charles Staples, Cumberland
Linda Stathoplos, Wells
Mark Stelmack, Portland
Robin Stevens, Litchfield
Karen Stickney, Lewiston
John Stiles, Milbridge
Linda Stimpson, Portland

Doris Stockly, Falmouth
Cynthia Strout, Hollis Center
Bill Studebaker, Thomaston
Meghan Suslovic, Portland
Emily Swan, Brunswick
Richard Swett, Dover Foxcroft
T Victoria Symonds, Standish
Tammymarie Symonds, Standish
Ella Tabasky, Brunswick
Susan Tananbaum, Freeport
Burton Taylor, Harpswell
Jody Telfair, Bristol
Meka Thompson, Woodville
Jeffrey Tindall, Durham
Meredith Tipton, Portland
Sharon Tisher, Orono
Ellen F Toomey, Harpswell
Colleen Topper, Portland
Kerrin Tourville, Augusta
Nina Trowbridge, Cape Elizabeth
Mariana Tupper, Falmouth
Karen Turner, Kennebunk
Susan van Alsenoy, Wiscasset
Medora Van Denburgh, Medford
Jenifer Van Deusen, Bath
Robert Vanderhoek, Shapleigh
James Verderese, Cornville
George Viles, Cape Elizabeth
Robert Villforth, Peaks Island
David VonSeggern, Portland
Sandra Wachholz, Yarmouth
Keelan Wackman, Arundel
Rhoda Waller, Anson
Edward Walworth MD, Lewiston
Michael Ward, Bangor
Robert Warrington, South Paris
Jen Waterman, Yarmouth
Willam Weber, Portland
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Deena Weinstein, Falmouth
Eleanor Weisman, Knox
Sam Wells, Topsham
Jane Werner, Kittery
John Werner, Kittery
Richard Westin, Deer Isle
Nick Whatley, Topsham
Pol Wheelock, Fairfield
Curtis White, Bath
Marcia White, Stratton
Richard Whitlock, Lewiston
John and Anne Whitman, Peaks Island
Jonathan Wilcox, South Paris
Anne Wilder, Portland
Lois Winter, Portland
Jayne Winters, South China
Robert Withee, Searsmont
Gail Witherill, Cumberland
Maggy Wolf, Portland
Stephen Wood, Brunswick
David A Woolsey, Ellsworth
Melinda Wright, Brunswick
Shantia Wright-Gray, Ocean Park
Peggy York, Portland




