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1 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

2 CONCEPT DRAFT

3 SUMMARY
4 This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208.  
5 This bill proposes to enact the Social Work Licensure Compact to facilitate the 
6 interstate practice of regulated social workers by improving public access to competent 
7 social work services. The compact preserves the regulatory authority of a state to protect 
8 public health and safety through that state's current system of state licensure and promote 
9 mobility and address workforce shortages by eliminating the necessity for licenses in 

10 multiple states by providing for the mutual recognition of other member state licenses.  
11 The verbatim text of the Social Work Licensure Compact, which has not been edited 
12 to make necessary, nonsubstantive changes to conform to Maine legislative drafting 
13 standards, reads as follows.  
14 SECTION 1: PURPOSE 
15 The purpose of this Compact is to facilitate interstate practice of Regulated Social 
16 Workers by improving public access to competent Social Work Services. The Compact 
17 preserves the regulatory authority of States to protect public health and safety through the 
18 current system of State licensure. 
19 This Compact is designed to achieve the following objectives: 
20 A. Increase public access to Social Work Services; 
21 B. Reduce overly burdensome and duplicative requirements associated with holding 
22 multiple licenses; 
23 C. Enhance the Member States’ ability to protect the public’s health and safety; 
24 D. Encourage the cooperation of Member States in regulating multistate practice; 
25 E. Promote mobility and address workforce shortages by eliminating the necessity for 
26 licenses in multiple States by providing for the mutual recognition of other Member 
27 State licenses; 
28 F. Support military families; 
29 G. Facilitate the exchange of licensure and disciplinary information among Member 
30 States; 
31 H. Authorize all Member States to hold a Regulated Social Worker accountable for 
32 abiding by a Member State’s laws, regulations, and applicable professional standards 
33 in the Member State in which the client is located at the time care is rendered; and 
34 I. Allow for the use of telehealth to facilitate increased access to regulated Social Work 
35 Services. 
36 SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS 
37 As used in this Compact, and except as otherwise provided, the following definitions 
38 shall apply: 
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