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L.D. 1495

Date: (Filing No. H- )

ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
131ST LEGISLATURE
FIRST SPECIAL SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “ " to H.P. 950, L.D. 1495, “Resolve, Establishing
the Commission to Study the Role of Critical Minerals as a Resource in the State”

Amend the resolve in section 2 by striking out all of subsection 1 (page 1, lines 14 and
15 in L.D.) and inserting the following:

'l. Two members of the Senate, including a member from each of the 2 parties holding
the largest number of seats in the Legislature, appointed by the President of the Senate;'

Amend the resolve in section 2 by striking out all of subsection 2 (page 1, lines 16 and
17 in L.D.) and inserting the following:

'2. Two members of the House of Representatives, including a member from each of
the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature, appointed by the
Speaker of the House;'

Amend the resolve in section 2 in subsection 6 in the first line (page 1, line 22 in L.D.)
by striking out the following: "of a of" and inserting the following: 'of a'

Amend the resolve by striking out all of section 3 and inserting the following:

'Sec. 3. Chairs; quorum. Resolved: That the first-named Senate member is the
Senate chair and the first-named House of Representatives member is the House chair of
the commission. A quorum is 7 members and a quorum must be present to start a meeting
but is not required to continue a meeting.'

Amend the resolve by striking out all of section 5 and inserting the following:

'Sec. 5. Duties. Resolved: That the commission shall study issues associated with
the mining of critical minerals in the State and within the context of international climate
change. For the purposes of this resolve, "critical mineral" means a metallic or nonmetallic
element that is essential for the functioning of modern technologies and to the economic or
national security of the State or the Nation and that has a supply chain vulnerable to
disruption. In undertaking the study, the commission shall review:
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “  ”to H.P. 950, L.D. 1495

1. How other states and countries identify sites at which mining of critical minerals
can be conducted safely and the extent to which the potential environmental effects
associated with the mining of critical minerals could be adequately addressed to ensure
long-term environmental protection and public safety if mining of critical minerals is
permitted with appropriate safeguards;

2. The amount of critical mineral resources currently identified in the State;

3. The extent to which critical mineral resources will be needed in the State and the
Nation in the future for household, government, business, commercial, security and other
purposes and the extent to which those needs represent an economic opportunity for the
State;

4. Global best practices within the mining cycle, from exploration to post-closure,
including, but not limited to, development, operation and closure, and how those best
practices are applicable to both the mining of critical minerals and the mining of other
minerals; and

5. The nature and use of natural resource extraction taxes in other states and the
advantages and disadvantages of natural resource extraction taxes in the State.'

Amend the resolve by striking out all of section 7.

Amend the resolve by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or
section number to read consecutively.

SUMMARY

This amendment makes the following changes to the commission established in the
resolve.

1. It adds one additional member who is a member of the Senate and of the party
holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature and one additional member who is a
member of the House of Representatives and of the party holding the 2nd largest number
of seats in the Legislature. It clarifies that the first-named Senate member is the Senate
chair of the commission and the first-named House of Representatives member is the House
chair of the commission and clarifies quorum requirements for the commission.

2. It clarifies the duties of the commission.

3. It removes language from the resolve authorizing the commission to retain a
consultant for technical assistance in performing its duties.

FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
(See attached)
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