STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD

TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-THREE

JOINT RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING THE 2023 STATE OF
THE TRIBES

WHEREAS, the Wabanaki People, People of the Dawnland, including the Houlton Band
of Maliseet Indians, the Mi’kmaq Nation, the Passamaquoddy Tribe at Motahkomikuk, the
Passamaquoddy Tribe at Sipayik and the Penobscot Nation, have lived in present-day Maine
since time immemorial; and

WHEREAS, the Wabanaki People have been the stewards of the land and natural
resources, while making significant economic, social and cultural contributions, including the
participation of representatives to the Legislature since statehood; and

WHEREAS, the Wabanaki tribal nations addressed the Legislature in a historic State of
the Tribes address on March 11, 2002; and

WHEREAS, this State of the Tribes address builds upon that work and serves as an
opportunity to gain critical understanding of the continuing efforts to achieve a more just and
equitable relationship; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED: That We, the Members of the One Hundred and Thirty-first Legislature now
assembled in the First Regular Session, on behalf of the people we represent, take this
opportunity to recognize the inherent dignity and rights of the Houlton Band of Maliseet
Indians, the Mi’kmaq Nation, the Passamaquoddy Tribe at Motahkomikuk, the Passamaquoddy
Tribe at Sipayik and the Penobscot Nation; and be it further

RESOLVED: That We recognize March 16, 2023 as a historic State of the Tribes address
at the Legislature.
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