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An Act to Assist Persons Experiencing Homelessness in Areas of
High Rent by Seeking a Waiver from the Federal Government
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 30-A MRSA §4748 is enacted to read:

§4748. Fair market rent; temporary waiver for homeless

For an area where the actual fair market rent for existing housing is greater than the
fair market rent calculated by the United States Department of Housing and Urban
Development, the Maine State Housing Authority shall seek a temporary waiver of the
requirements of a housing voucher program administered by the United States Department
of Housing and Urban Development under the United States Housing Act of 1937, Public
Law 75-412, 50 Stat. 888, Section 8 or any other federal housing assistance program to
permit additional funds to cover the cost of the actual fair market rent for a person who is
homeless. The temporary waiver must be terminated when the fair market rent calculated
by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development is equal to or greater
than the actual fair market rent for existing housing in the area.

SUMMARY

This bill provides that, for an area where the actual fair market rent for existing housing
is greater than the fair market rent calculated by the United States Department of Housing
and Urban Development, the Maine State Housing Authority is required to seek a
temporary waiver of the requirements of the so-called Section 8 housing program
administered by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development or any
other federal housing assistance program to permit additional funds to cover the cost of the
actual fair market rent for a person who is homeless. The temporary waiver must be
terminated when the fair market rent calculated by the United States Department of
Housing and Urban Development is equal to or greater than the actual fair market rent for
existing housing in the area.
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