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L.D. 1478

Date: (Filing No. H- )

INLAND FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
132ND LEGISLATURE
FIRST SPECIAL SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “  ”to H.P. 970, L.D. 1478, “An Act to Amend the
Laws Governing Baitfish Wholesaler's Licenses”

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the
following:

'Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §12551-A, sub-§6, B, as amended by PL 2023, c. 431, §§18
and 19 and affected by §23, is further amended by repealing subparagraph (3) and enacting
the following in its place:

(3) Attempt to take from the inland waters live baitfish for resale using drop nets
through the ice unless the license holder marks all holes made in the ice by that
license holder for that purpose. The holes must be marked either by evergreen
boughs placed around the hole or by suspending at least one strand of fluorescent
biodegradable tape at least 3 feet above the ice around the entire perimeter of the
hole so that the tape is visible from all sides;

Sec. 2. 12 MRSA §12551-A, sub-§6, §B, as amended by PL 2023, c. 431, §§18
and 19 and affected by §23, is further amended by amending subparagraph (4) to read:

(4) Take eels; or

Sec. 3. 12 MRSA §12551-A, sub-§6, §B, as amended by PL 2023, c. 431, §§18
and 19 and affected by §23, is further amended by repealing subparagraph (5).'

Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section
number to read consecutively.

SUMMARY

This amendment replaces the bill. It amends the authorizations and restrictions
applying to baitfish wholesaler's licenses. The amendment removes the restriction that
prohibits a license holder from taking or selling suckers, Genus Catostomus, greater than
10 inches in length between April 1st and September 30th of each year. Finally, the
amendment prohibits a license holder from attempting to take from inland waters live
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baitfish for resale using drop nets through the ice unless the license holder sufficiently
marks the holes in the ice by evergreen boughs or fluorescent biodegradable tape.

FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
(See attached)
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