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L.D. 650

Date: (Filing No. H- )

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
132ND LEGISLATURE
FIRST SPECIAL SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “  ” to H.P. 418, L.D. 650, “An Act to Support
Municipal Public Health”

Amend the bill in section 1 in §453 by striking out all of subsection 1 (page 1, lines 4
to 16 in L.D.) and inserting the following:

'l. Membership; administration. A municipality may appoint a local board of health
consisting of a minimum of 3 and a maximum of 7 members besides the local health officer
appointed pursuant to section 451, one of whom must be a physician, an advanced practice
nurse or a physician assistant, if available in the community. Appointees must have
knowledge. education and experience in medicine or public health, including but not
limited to community mental health, public health nursing, public and community health,
social work and communications. To the extent possible, the board must be representative
of the population served. When first appointed, members of the board must be appointed
one for one year, one for 2 years and one for 3 years. Subsequent appointments must be for
3-year terms. The local health officer is secretary ex officio of the local board of health and
shall keep a record of all proceedings. The local board of health constitutes an advisory
body to the local health officer.'

Amend the bill in section 1 in §453 in subsection 2 in paragraph A in the last line (page
1, line 21 in L.D.) by inserting after the following: "rule" the following: 'and are based in
scientific approaches'

Amend the bill in section 1 in §453 in subsection 2 in paragraph C in the last line (page
1, line 26 in L.D.) by inserting after the following: "officer" the following: ', but shall
prioritize activities overseen by the local health officer'

Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section
number to read consecutively.

SUMMARY

This amendment adds language allowing a municipal local board of health seat filled
by a physician to instead be filled by a physician, advanced practice nurse or physician
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assistant. It provides that a board member must have education in the field of medicine or
public health, requires that the board be, to the extent possible, representative of the
community and requires that public education on health issues provided by a local board
of health be based on scientific approaches.

FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
(See attached)
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