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L.D. 309

Date: (Filing No. H- )

VETERANS AND LEGAL AFFAIRS

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
132ND LEGISLATURE
FIRST SPECIAL SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “  ” to H.P. 209, L.D. 309, “An Act to Allow a
Political Party to Determine How That Party's Nominee Is Selected in a Primary Election”

Amend the bill by striking out all of section 3 and inserting the following:
'Sec. 3. 21-A MRSA §321, sub-§2, 4G is enacted to read:

G. Determine if the party's primary election to be held for the general election
following the next general election after the party's convention will be determined by
a plurality of votes cast in that election or by applying a ranked-choice voting count

pursuant to section 723-A. The party's determination must be incorporated into party
rules.’'

Amend the bill by striking out all of section 4.
Amend the bill by striking out all of section 5 and inserting the following:
'Sec. 5. 21-A MRSA §723-A, sub-§5-D is enacted to read:

5-D. Opt-out for party primaries. A political party may opt out from the provisions
of this section for the party's primary election and cause the primary election to be
determined by a plurality of votes cast in that primary election if the party's convention
under section 321 votes to opt out of applying a ranked-choice voting count for the party's
primary election to be held for the general election following the next general election after
the party's convention and that determination is incorporated into the party's rules.'

Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section
number to read consecutively.

SUMMARY

This amendment provides that a political party during the party's state convention held
between March 1st and August 1st biennially during each general election year must
determine whether the party's primary election to be held for the general election following
the next general election after the convention will be determined by ranked-choice voting
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or by a plurality of votes. The amendment retains the provision of the bill providing that
such a determination is required to be incorporated into the party's rules.

FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
(See attached)
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