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Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and

Whereas, this legislation amends the provisions of law regarding disposable food
service containers. Pursuant to Public Law 2021, chapter 208, those provisions of law are
effective July 1, 2025; and

Whereas, this legislation needs to be enacted prior to July 1, 2025; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within
the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as
immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now,
therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 38 MRSA §1571, sub-§3, as amended by PL 2021, c. 208, §1, is further
amended by repealing the first blocked paragraph.

Sec. 2. 38 MRSA §1571, sub-§3-A, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 208, §2, is repealed.

Sec. 3. 38 MRSA §1572, sub-§3, §/C, as amended by PL 2021, c. 208, §4, is further
amended by repealing the first blocked paragraph.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation
takes effect when approved.

SUMMARY

This bill amends the law governing disposable food service containers in the following
ways.

1. It repeals the provision that is currently set to take effect on July 1, 2025 that defines
"disposable food service container" to include service ware used to contain, transport or
otherwise package raw, uncooked or butchered meat, poultry, fish, seafood or eggs. It
retains the provision that is currently set to repeal on July 1, 2025, which does not include
service ware used to contain, transport or otherwise package raw, uncooked or butchered
meat, poultry, fish, seafood or eggs.

2. Current law repeals, effective July 1, 2025, the current exemption for a covered
establishment to sell at retail food or beverages in or on a polystyrene foam disposable food
service container that the covered establishment purchases prepackaged at wholesale. The
bill removes that July 1, 2025 repeal.
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