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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 35-A MRSA c. 44-A is enacted to read:

CHAPTER 44-A

SOLAR ENERGY DEVELOPMENT MONITORING PROGRAM

§4421. Definitions

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms
have the following meanings.
1. Department. "Department” means the Department of Environmental Protection.

2. Operator. "Operator" means the person operating a solar energy development.

3. Solar energy development. "Solar energy development" means a development
occupying 3 or more acres that uses a solar energy system consisting of ground-mounted
solar panels to convert solar energy to electrical energy for sale or use by a person other
than the generator. "Solar energy development" includes generating facilities and
associated facilities.

8§4422. Solar energy development air and water temperature monitoring program;
rules

In consultation with the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, the department
shall establish and administer a program to monitor air and water temperatures surrounding
solar energy developments. The department shall adopt rules necessary for the
establishment and administration of the program, which must include, but are not limited
to, provisions regarding the scope of monitoring to be conducted and the sharing of
monitoring information with the operator, other state agencies and the public. Rules
adopted pursuant to this paragraph are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter
375, subchapter 2-A.

§4423. Access to solar energy development site; authority of department

The department shall administer the program established under section 4422 subject to
the same powers and authorities granted to it pursuant to Title 38, chapter 2, including, but

not limited to, the authority to enter a solar energy development site in accordance with
Title 38, section 347-C as necessary to administer the program.

SUMMARY

This bill directs the Department of Environmental Protection, in consultation with the
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, to establish, adopt rules for and administer a
program to monitor air and water temperatures surrounding solar energy developments.
Under the bill, "solar energy development" is defined as a development occupying 3 or
more acres that uses a solar energy system consisting of ground-mounted solar panels to
convert solar energy to electrical energy for sale or use by a person other than the generator.
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