131st MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-2023

Legislative Document No. 1055

S.P. 424 In Senate, March 7, 2023

An Act to Prohibit the Use of Ballot Drop Boxes

Reference to the Committee on Veterans and Legal Affairs suggested and ordered printed.

T A T
DAREK M. GRANT
Secretary of the Senate

Presented by Senator BRAKEY of Androscoggin.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 21-A MRSA §626-A, as amended by PL 2021, c. 246, §4, is further amended
to read:

§626-A. Voting place report

The municipal clerk shall file a voting place report at least 60 days before each election
conducted under this Title, on a form designed by the Secretary of State, with information
about each voting place, including, but not limited to, the location of each voting place, the

location-of-eachsecured-drop-bex; the times for in-person absentee voting at the clerk’s

office under section 753-B, subsection 8, the poll opening time and the number of voting
booths that will be used.

Sec. 2. 21-A MRSA §752-B, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 273, §12, is amended to
read:

§752-B. Secured drop boxes for the return of absentee ballots prohibited

1. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, unless the context otherwise indicates,
the following terms have the following meanings.

" A hcante

B. "Secured drop box" means a device containing a slot or chute through which an
absentee voter may deposit an absentee ballot into a secure, locked collection box i

1 it . e on.
2. Secured drop boxes autherized prohibited. A municipality may ebtain-andinstall
not use a secured drop box that-meetsthe requirements-of - thisseetion—Thesceured-drop
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Sec. 3. 21-A MRSA §754-A, sub-§1, €D, as amended by PL 2019, c. 371, §36, is
further amended to read:
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D. The voter or an immediate family member of the voter shall return the sealed
envelope containing the voted ballot to the clerk of the municipality where the voter

resides by mail; or by personal delivery erby-depesiting-it-into-a—secured-drop-box
aeccessible—by—enly—the—munieipalelerk. The voter shall send a completed voter

registration or absentee ballot application, if necessary, in a separate envelope.

SUMMARY
This bill prohibits the use of ballot drop boxes.
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