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1 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
2 Sec. 1. 36 MRSA §653, sub-§1, §C, as amended by PL 2023, c. 441, Pt. B, §1 and
3 affected by §7, is further amended to read:
4 C. The estates up to the just value of $6;600 $5,000, having a taxable situs in the place
5 of residence, of veterans who served in the Armed Forces of the United States:; except
6 that, for veterans who are 62 years of age or older, the exemption is up to $6,000 of the
7 just value.
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25 The exemptions provided in this paragraph apply to the property of that veteran,
26 including property held in joint tenancy with that veteran's spouse or held in a revocable
27 living trust for the benefit of that veteran.
28 Sec. 2. 36 MRSA §653, sub-§1, §C-1, as amended by PL 1995, c. 368, Pt. CCC,
29 §2 and affected by §11, is further amended to read:
30 C-1. The estates up to the just value of $7,000, having a taxable situs in the place of
31 residence of veterans who served in the Armed Forces of the United States during any
32 federallyrecognized-warperiod-during or before World War | and-whe—-weuld-be
33 cligible-for-an-exemption-under-paragraph-€.
34 The exemption provided in this paragraph is-inliev-of any-exemption-underparagraph
35 C-to—which-the-veteran—may be-eligible-and applies to the property of that veteran,
36 including property held in joint tenancy with that veteran's spouse or held in a revocable
37 living trust for the benefit of that veteran.
38 Sec. 3. 36 MRSA §653, sub-§1, §C-2 is enacted to read:
39 C-2. The estates, having a taxable situs in the place of residence of veterans who served
40 in the Armed Forces of the United States and have a service-connected disability rating
41 as determined by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs of 60% or greater,
42 as follows.
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(1) For a veteran with a service-connected disability rating of 100%., the exemption
is up to $50,000 of the just value.

(2) For a veteran with a service-connected disability rating of 90%, the exemption
is up to $40.000 of the just value.

(3) For a veteran with a service-connected disability rating of 80%., the exemption
is up to $30.000 of the just value.

(4) For a veteran with a service-connected disability rating of 70%, the exemption
is up to $20,000 of the just value.

(5) For a veteran with a service-connected disability rating of 60%, the exemption
is up to $10,000 of the just value.

The exemptions provided in this paragraph apply to the property of that veteran,
including property held in joint tenancy with that veteran's spouse or held in a revocable
living trust for the benefit of that veteran.

Sec. 4. 36 MRSA §653, sub-§1, gD, as amended by PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. PPPP,

§2, is repealed.

Sec. 5. 36 MRSA §653, sub-§1, §D-1, as amended by PL 2023, c. 441, Pt. B, §2

and affected by §7, is further amended to read:

D-1. The estates up to the just value of $50,000, having a taxable situs in the place of
residence, for specially adapted hous1ng units, of Veterans who served in the Armed
Forces of the Unrted States during-any F-FeCOsRize e 3 pe-the

medal—fer—seme&rrkth%ﬂned—Ferees—eﬁth%Uinted—States and who are Veterans as
described in 38 United States Code, Section 21015 and who received a grant from the
Unlted States Governrnent for any such housrng—er—ef—th&unremar&ed—w&de%—er

e e e SRIZC e-¢ ~ ertod. The exemptron
pr0V1ded in this paragraph apphes to the property of the Veteran including property
held in joint tenancy with a spouse or held in a revocable living trust for the benefit of
that veteran.

Sec. 6. 36 MRSA §653, sub-§1, §D-2, as amended by PL 2003, c. 702, §3, is

repealed.

Sec. 7. 36 MRSA §653, sub-§1, §D-3, as amended by PL 2003, c. 702, §4, is

repealed.

Sec. 8. 36 MRSA §653, sub-§1, qE, as amended by PL 2023, c. 360, Pt. A, §7, is

further amended to read:

E. Theword'veteran'asusedinthissubseetion For purposes of this section, "veteran"
means an individual who was on active duty in the Armed Forces of the United States
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and who, if discharged, retired or separated from the Armed Forces, was discharged,
retired or separated under other than dishonorable conditions. "Veteran" also includes:

(1) The unremarried surviving spouse or minor child of a veteran who would be
entitled to an exemption under this section if living, or who is in receipt of a
pension or compensation from the Federal Government as the surviving spouse or
minor child of a veteran; and

(2) The parent of a deceased veteran who is 62 years of age or older and is an
unremarried surviving spouse who is in receipt of a pension or compensation from
the Federal Government based upon the service-connected death of that parent's
child.

Individuals seeking an exemption as the unremarried surviving spouse, minor child or
parent of a veteran as described in subparagraphs (1) and (2) are eligible for the
exemption that the veteran would be eligible for pursuant to this section if the veteran

was living.

Sec. 9. 36 MRSA §841, sub-§4, as amended by PL 2017, c. 367, §8, is further
amended to read:

4. Veteran's widew-er-widewer surviving spouse or minor child. Notwithstanding
failure to comply with section 706-A, the assessors, on written application within one year
from the date of commitment, may make such abatement as they think proper in the case
of the unremarried widew-er-widewer surviving spouse or the minor child of a veteran, if
the widews—widewer surviving spouse or child would be entitled to an exemption under
section 653, subsection 1, paragraph B E, except for the failure of the widew,—widewer
surviving spouse or child to make application and file proof within the time set by section

653, subsection 1, paragraph G, if the veteran died during the 12-month period preceding
the April 1st for which the tax was committed.

Sec. 10. Application. This Act applies to property tax years beginning on or after
April 1, 2026.

SUMMARY

This bill changes the property tax benefits for veterans of the Armed Forces of the
United States for property tax years beginning on or after April 1, 2026. The bill provides
that veterans are no longer required to have served during a federally recognized war period
and receive an exemption of up to $5,000 of the just value of the property. It provides that
veterans who are 62 years of age or older receive an exemption of up to $6,000 of the just
value of the property. It also provides that veterans receive an exemption of between
$10,000 and $50,000 based on their United States Department of Veterans Affairs service-
connected disability rating. The bill provides that a veteran's unremarried surviving spouse,
minor child or parent remains eligible for the benefit that the veteran would be eligible for
if the veteran was living.
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