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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 1 MRSA §2, as amended by PL 1973, c. 513, §22 and c. 525, is further
amended to read:

§2. Offshore waters and submerged land

The jurisdiction of this State shall-extend extends to and over, and be is exercisable
with respect to, waters offshore from the coasts of this State as follows:

1-A. Territorial waters. Notwithstanding any provision of this section or of law to
the contrary, the State of Maine owns and may exercise jurisdiction over and control all
waters within the rise and fall of the tide seaward 12 nautical miles;

2. High seas. The high seas to whatever extent jurisdiction therein may be claimed
by the United States of America, or to whatever extent may be recognized by the usages
and customs of international law or by any agreement, international or otherwise, to which
the United States of America or this State may be party;

2-A. —harvesting Harvesting. The State of Maine deelares—that-it owns and shal
eontrol controls the harvesting of the living resources of the seas adjoining the coastline for
a distance of 200 miles or to the furthest edge of the Continental Shelf, whichever is greater,
subject only to the boundary with Canada. Control over the harvesting of these living
resources shall must be by licenses or permits issued by the Department of Marine
Resources; and

3. Submerged lands. All submerged lands, including the subsurface thereof, lying
under said-aforementioned the waters referred to in this section.

SUMMARY

This bill provides that, notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the State
of Maine owns and may exercise jurisdiction over and control all waters, and all submerged
lands lying under those waters, within the rise and fall of the tide seaward 12 nautical miles.
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