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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 30-A MRSA §5250-1, sub-§4, as amended by PL 2009, c. 461, §3, is further
amended to read:

4. Base level of employment. "Base level of employment" means the greater of either
the total employment in the State of a business as of March 3 1st, June 30th, September 30th
and December 31st of the calendar year immediately preceding the year of the business's
application to become a certified Pine Tree Development Zone business divided by 4 or its
average employment during the base period. Pursuant to section 5250-J, subsection 4-A,

"base level of employment" may be adJusted to mean—ilé%—ef—t—h&avemg%mmber—ef

oceurrence subtract the reductlon in employment at the locat1ons affected bv the

catastrophic occurrence to the extent that the employment was included in the base level of
employment at the time of application for certification under section 5250-0O.

Pursuant to section 5250-], subsection 4-C, "base level of employment" must be adjusted
for a qualified business that has more than one location in the State and creates 250 or more
jobs at one of these locations, so that the base level of employment is calculated from the
location of the significant employment expansion of 250 jobs or more on the basis of that
specific location.

Sec. 2. 30-A MRSA §5250-J, sub-§4-A, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 21, §5, is

amended to read:

4-A. Catastrophlc occurrence, benefits. A quahﬁed P1ne Tree Development Zone
business whese-prif he e B erfrontin

B. Hhas Has sustained at least a 5% 15% loss of employed workers due to a
catastrophic occurrence;-and.

For the purposes of this section and calculation of Pine Tree Development Zone benefits
in section 5250-1, subsection 14, the base level of employment may be adjusted to mean

preeeding the-eatastrophic-oectrrenee subtract the reduction in employment at the locations

affected by the catastrophic occurrence to the extent that the employment was included in
the base level of employment at the time of application for certification under section
5250-0. A qualified business must apply for an adjustment of the base level of employment
within +6-menths 2 calendar years of the catastrophic occurrence. Applieations-pursuant

to-this-subsectionmustberecetved-by-Avegust 204
Sec. 3. 36 MRSA §5219-VV, sub-§1, §B-1 is enacted to read:

B-1. "Catastrophic occurrence" means accidental fire, flood, hurricane, windstorm,
earthquake or other similar event.

Sec. 4. 36 MRSA §5219-VV, sub-§8 is enacted to read:
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8. Catastrophic occurrence; benefits. A certified applicant may apply for an
adjustment of the base level of employment as described in this section if it has sustained

at least a 15% loss of employed workers due to a catastrophic occurrence. For the purposes

of this section, the base level of employment may be adjusted to subtract the reduction in

employment at the locations affected by the catastrophic occurrence to the extent that the

employment was included in the base level of employment at the time of application for a

certificate of approval under subsection 2. A certified applicant must apply for an

adjustment of the base level of employment within 2 calendar years of the catastrophic

occurrence.

SUMMARY

This bill allows a company to subtract the reduction in its base level of employment
established for an incentive program related to the locations that were affected by a
catastrophic occurrence, lowering the base level of employment the company needs to
maintain due to the catastrophic occurrence. It affects the Pine Tree Development Zone
program and the tax credit for major food processing and manufacturing facility expansion.
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