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Sec. 1. Department of Environmental Protection to amend rules. Resolved:
That the Department of Environmental Protection shall amend its rules under the Maine
Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 480-BB to enhance protections for significant vernal
pools. The rulemaking must include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Updating definitions to include "significant vernal pool buffer" as the portion of the
critical terrestrial habitat within 100 feet of the spring or fall high-water mark of the vernal
pool depression;

2. Updating the habitat management standards for significant vernal pool habitat to
include no disturbance within the significant vernal pool buffer;

3. Updating the habitat management standards for significant vernal pool habitat so
that critical terrestrial habitat bisected by property boundaries is afforded the same
protections as properties where vernal pool depressions are present; and

4. Adjusting dates related to drying under significant vernal pool habitat identification
criteria to July 15th for vernal pools located in northern Maine and July 1st for vernal pools
located in southern Maine.

Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules pursuant to the Maine
Revised Statutes, Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

SUMMARY

This resolve directs the Department of Environmental Protection to amend its rules
under the Natural Resources Protection Act regarding enhanced protection for significant
vernal pools. This rulemaking must include:

1. Updating definitions to include "significant vernal pool buffer" as the portion of the
critical terrestrial habitat within 100 feet of the spring or fall high-water mark of the vernal
pool depression;

2. Updating the habitat management standards for significant vernal pool habitat to
include no disturbance within the significant vernal pool buffer;

3. Updating the habitat management standards for significant vernal pool habitat so
that critical terrestrial habitat bisected by property boundaries is afforded the same
protections as properties where vernal pool depressions are present; and

4. Adjusting dates related to drying under significant vernal pool habitat identification
criteria to July 15th for vernal pools located in northern Maine and July 1st for vernal pools
located in southern Maine.
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