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1 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

2 Sec. 1.  7 MRSA §320-C, sub-§7 is enacted to read:
3 7.  Uses of disbursements limited.  Disbursements from the funds are limited to 
4 producers that have a processing or manufacturing facility that is located in the State or 
5 producers that are seeking to establish a new processing or manufacturing facility in the 
6 State. A producer receiving a disbursement pursuant to this section shall use the 
7 disbursement to support the operations of a processing or manufacturing facility located in 
8 this State for the purposes described in this subsection, including but not limited to 
9 obtaining equipment and investing in supply chain infrastructure to grow, harvest, process 

10 or manufacture agricultural, food or forest products used in commercial products. In 
11 carrying out these purposes, the producer shall obtain, to the extent practicable, 
12 agricultural, food or forest products from a farm or a forest or waters in the State or from 
13 offshore waters to be collected in the State.

14 Sec. 2.  7 MRSA §320-C, sub-§8 is enacted to read:
15 8.  Board member conflicts of interest.  If a member of the board has a conflict of 
16 interest with regard to a vote the board is holding, the member may not participate in that 
17 vote. For the purposes of this subsection, "conflict of interest" means that the member of 
18 the board or the member's immediate family member has or would acquire a direct and 
19 substantial personal financial interest, distinct from that of the general public, in an 
20 enterprise that would be financially benefited by a proposed fund allocation. For the 
21 purposes of this subsection, "immediate family member" means an individual's spouse, 
22 domestic partner or child.

23 SUMMARY
24 This bill modifies provisions of the law governing the Maine Agriculture, Food System 
25 and Forest Products Infrastructure Investment Advisory Board and disbursements from the 
26 Maine Agriculture, Food and Forest Products Investment Fund, which the advisory board 
27 oversees. 
28 The bill requires that disbursements may be made only to a producer of agricultural, 
29 food or forest products that has or is seeking to establish a processing or manufacturing 
30 facility located in the State. A producer receiving a disbursement must use the disbursement 
31 to support the operations of a processing or manufacturing facility located in this State for 
32 the following purposes, including, but not limited to, obtaining equipment and investing in 
33 supply chain infrastructure to grow, harvest, process or manufacture agricultural, food or 
34 forest products used in commercial products. In carrying out these purposes, the producer 
35 must obtain, to the extent practicable, agricultural, food or forest products from a farm or 
36 a forest or waters in the State or from offshore waters to be collected in the State.
37 The bill also prohibits a member of the advisory board from participating in any vote 
38 when that member has a conflict of interest. A conflict of interest exists when the board 
39 member or a member of the board member's immediate family has or would acquire a direct 
40 and substantial personal financial interest, distinct from that of the general public, in an 
41 enterprise that would be financially benefited by a proposed fund allocation.
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