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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 25 MRSA §1509-B is enacted to read:

§1509-B. Health care for retired law enforcement dogs

1. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the
following terms have the following meanings.

A. "Authorized handler" means a current or former law enforcement officer who was
the handler of a retired law enforcement dog during the dog's active service for the law
enforcement agency and who is currently responsible for the well-being and health care
of the dog.

B. "Department" means the Department of Public Safety.

C. "Law enforcement dog" has the same meaning as in Title 14, section 164-B,
subsection 1, paragraph B.

2. Health care for retired law enforcement dogs. The department shall pay the health
care expenses of a retired law enforcement dog that was used in service by the State Police.
Upon submission of receipts of bona fide health care expenses on behalf of the dog, the
department shall reimburse the authorized handler of the dog up to $5.000 per calendar

year.

3. Administration. The department shall administer the payment of health care
expenses for retired law enforcement dogs under subsection 2.

4. Rules. The department may adopt rules to carry out the purposes of this section.
Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules under Title 5, chapter
375, subchapter 2-A.

SUMMARY

This bill requires the Department of Public Safety to reimburse authorized handlers of
retired law enforcement dogs that were used in service by the State Police up to $5,000 per
year for health care expenses of their dogs.
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