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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 19-A MRSA §4111, sub-§4 is enacted to read:

4. Action by defendant. Absent extraordinary circumstances, a defendant may file a
motion to extinguish a final order only in accordance with the Maine Rules of Civil
Procedure pertaining to relief from judgments. Motions to enforce a temporary or final
order and motions for contempt are not post-judgment remedies available to defendants
under this chapter. The court may dismiss any motion under this subsection without a

hearing.

SUMMARY

This bill clarifies that a defendant seeking relief from a protection from abuse order
may file a motion to extinguish a final order only in accordance with the Maine Rules of
Civil Procedure unless there are extraordinary circumstances. The bill further clarifies that
motions to enforce an order and motions for contempt are unavailable remedies to those
defendants. Under the bill, the court may dismiss without a hearing any motion filed by the
defendant seeking post-judgment relief.

Page 1 - 132LR0794(01)



