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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §7202, sub-§11, as corrected by RR 2011, c. 1, §28, is
amended to read:

11. Transitional services for students with disabilities. Plan, coordinate and
implement services for students with disabilities who are in transition from school to
community in accordance with rules adopted by the department and assist in providing
outreach and education regarding services provided by the Department of Health and
Human Services pursuant to Title 34-B, section 5201, subsection 3-A. Rules adopted
pursuant to this subsection are major substantive rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375,
subchapter 2-A; and

Sec. 2. 34-B MRSA §5201, sub-§3-A is enacted to read:

3-A. Transitional services and outreach. Providing outreach and education
regarding services provided pursuant to this section and transitional services pursuant to
Title 20-A, section 7202, subsection 11, to a child with a disability as defined in Title 20-A,
section 7001, subsection 1-B receiving services in school administrative units and that
child's family. The department shall regularly provide educational information about
services available to adults receiving services under this chapter, transitional services and
assistance with any relevant applications for services, including services that have waiting
lists, to families beginning when the child receiving services in a school administrative unit
is 15 years of age;

Sec. 3. Department of Health and Human Services liaison team. The
Department of Health and Human Services shall establish a liaison team within the
department to provide education and outreach to children with intellectual disabilities
receiving services in school administrative units and those children's families regarding
transitional services provided under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 7202,
subsection 11 and services those children will be eligible for under Title 34-B, chapter 5 as
adults. The liaison team shall provide such education and outreach at schools and other
appropriate locations, meet with families and provide assistance with applications for adult
services that have waiting lists. Education and outreach services must be provided on a
regular basis at least annually.

SUMMARY

This bill requires the Department of Health and Human Services to establish a liaison
team within the department to provide education and outreach to children with intellectual
disabilities receiving services at school and those children's families on transitional services
and services available to adults with intellectual disabilities. This team must provide
educational and outreach services, including assistance with applications for services with
waiting lists, at schools and other appropriate locations. School administrative units are
required to assist the liaison team with providing transitional services. Education and
outreach services must be provided on a regular basis, at least annually, beginning when
the child receiving services at school is 15 years of age.
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