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1 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

2 Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §13068-A, sub-§4, ¶A, as amended by PL 2023, c. 228, §§13 
3 and 14, is further amended by enacting a new subparagraph (2-A) to read:
4 (2-A)  Fails to ensure that all passenger children who have not attained 13 years of 
5 age are wearing an appropriate Coast Guard approved personal flotation device 
6 while on board the watercraft when the watercraft is used for recreational purposes;

7 SUMMARY
8 This bill modifies the provisions of law governing operation of a watercraft to prohibit 
9 a person from operating a watercraft unless all passenger children who are under 13 years 

10 of age are wearing an appropriate Coast Guard approved personal flotation device while 
11 on board the watercraft when the watercraft is used for recreational purposes, whether or 
12 not the watercraft is under way. An exception to this requirement applies to canoes owned 
13 by youth camps and log rafts subject to certain conditions.
14 A person who violates this provision commits a civil violation. After multiple 
15 adjudications for violations of the inland fisheries and wildlife laws within a 5-year period, 
16 a person who violates this provision commits a Class E crime.
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