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Sec. 1. Maine Promise Initiative. Resolved: That the Department of Education
shall create a program to be known as the Maine Promise Initiative, referred to in this
resolve as "the initiative." The primary goal of the initiative is to have, by 2030, at least
95% of the State's secondary school students graduate from high school in either a 4-year
or a 6-year time period. The initiative must include additional 2030 graduation rate goals,
including increasing graduation rates for identified populations that are below the 2025
graduation rates of the general population of secondary school students. As used in this
resolve, "identified populations" includes, but is not limited to, students who are unhoused,
Native American students, students in the child welfare system and students in the juvenile
justice system. The department shall convene a working group of interested stakeholders
to develop a strategic plan to implement the initiative and achieve its goals. The department
shall report on its progress in developing the strategic plan and implementing the initiative
and its recommendations, including any suggested legislation, to the Joint Standing
Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs by December 3, 2025. The joint standing
committee may report out a bill to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature.

Sec. 2. Appropriations and allocations. Resolved: That the following
appropriations and allocations are made.

EDUCATION, DEPARTMENT OF
School and Student Supports Z270

Initiative: Provides one-time funds to support the creation of the Maine Promise Initiative
with a goal of having, by 2030, at least 95% of the State's secondary school students
graduate from high school in either a 4-year or a 6-year time period.

GENERAL FUND 2025-26 2026-27

All Other $100,000 $0

GENERAL FUND TOTAL $100,000 $0
SUMMARY

This resolve directs the Department of Education to create a program to be known as
the Maine Promise Initiative. The primary goal of the initiative is to have, by 2030, at least
95% of the State's secondary school students graduate from high school in either a 4-year
or a 6-year time period. The initiative must include additional 2030 graduation rate goals,
including increasing graduation rates for identified populations that are below the 2025
graduation rates of the general population of secondary school students. The department
is directed to report to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs by
December 3, 2025. The joint standing committee is authorized to report out a bill to the
Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature. The resolve includes a one-time
appropriation of $100,000 in fiscal year 2025-26 to support the creation of the initiative.
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