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STATE OF MAINE

_____

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD

TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-ONE

_____

JOINT RESOLUTION TERMINATING THE STATE OF 
EMERGENCY PROCLAIMED BY THE GOVERNOR

WHEREAS, Governor Janet T. Mills has recently extended, for the 8th time, her March 
15, 2020 proclamation declaring a state of emergency; and

WHEREAS, the Governor has done this without consulting the Legislature, a coequal 
branch of State Government, in over 8 months; and

WHEREAS, emergency orders were originally based on the then-known science and 
designed to reduce the rate of increase in COVID-19 infections over a 2-week period but have 
been extended for months without providing the Legislature with a sufficient scientific 
rationale or justification; and

WHEREAS, executive authority over executive orders has been delegated to unelected 
officials in the executive branch of State Government; and

WHEREAS, the lives of Maine citizens, local jobs and small businesses and activities that 
promote health and well-being have been lost without due consideration; and

WHEREAS, the over 1.3 million citizens of Maine continue to be denied a voice in 
policies that affect their health and well-being; and

WHEREAS, the public health and well-being must be protected and enhanced; and
WHEREAS, the Legislature has the authority to terminate a state of emergency at any 

time; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED: That We, the Members of the One Hundred and Thirtieth Legislature now 

assembled in the First Regular Session, on behalf of the people we represent and pursuant to 
the authority granted in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 37-B, section 743, subsection 2, 
terminate the state of emergency first proclaimed by Governor Janet T. Mills on March 15, 
2020.

 


