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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §2140, sub-§13, as enacted by PL 2019, c. 271, §4, is amended
by enacting at the end a new first blocked paragraph to read:

The attending physician may waive any portion or all of the waiting periods if, in the
attending physician's medical opinion, it is in the best interests of the qualified patient,
given the qualified patient's condition.

Sec. 2. 22 MRSA §2140, sub-§14, §F, as enacted by PL 2019, c. 271, §4, is
amended to read:

F. The attending physician's offer to the patient to rescind the patient's request at the
time of the patient's 2nd oral request under subsection 11; and

Sec. 3. 22 MRSA §2140, sub-§14, G, as enacted by PL 2019, c. 271, §4, is

amended to read:

G. A note by the attending physician indicating that all requirements under this Act
have been met, including the requirements of subsection 6, and indicating the steps
taken to carry out the patient's request, including a notation of the medication
prescribed:; and

Sec. 4. 22 MRSA §2140, sub-§14, §H is enacted to read:

H. When a portion or all of a waiting period under this section has been waived
pursuant to subsection 13, a note by the attending physician that, in the attending
physician's medical opinion, it is in the best interests of the qualified patient to waive
a portion or all of the waiting period, given the qualified patient's condition, and what
portion of the waiting period has been waived.

SUMMARY

This bill allows an attending physician to waive a portion or all of a waiting period for
qualified patients to access end-of-life medication based on the qualified patient's condition
and the attending physician's medical opinion regarding the best interests of the qualified
patient.
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