130th Maine Legislature
An Act To Protect Public Lands
L.D. 1075
An Act To Protect Public Lands

STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-TWO
_____
S.P. 343 - L.D. 1075
An Act To Protect Public Lands
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__061e8f89_d706_4e58_ad1][bookmark: _PAR__1_9ecf66ca_d2cb_49ce_9a22_74f17856][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__59bf8d4e_982f_4e66_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__5c6888fb_654a_4ad1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__68602749_dbfe_4bd5_b80c_8][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__4033e498_0e79_4799_a8fb_39][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__ebe0c953_f4ac_47e4_bf][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f933e6f3_6397_47ec]Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §598-C is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _REV__e536bd28_1e54_4849_b681_3967a1cf4b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__360b0e92_7930_45e2_8f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__95547ac4_c2b0_4c17_97][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ff1ac8f9_1091_44ec_a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__cca2eff9_8f0f_4e68_89ce_229f][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__64b37c54_617c_444a_81d6][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__d8391ba8_b46c_44ed_b5]§598-C.  Process for determination of reduction or substantially altered use of designated land
[bookmark: _REV__0efd3084_5ed3_46c9_8a90_7112054739][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b237e66e_2241_4ece_8bb][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__27b06152_2d74_4032_aee1_b31f]The Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Parks and Lands shall adopt rules to establish an objective evaluation process for determining if a proposed activity on land designated under this chapter and under the jurisdiction of the bureau would cause the land to be reduced or the uses of the land to be substantially altered.  In adopting the rules, the bureau shall observe the requirements relating to designated lands in the Constitution of Maine, Article IX, Section 23 and ensure proper exercise of the bureau's public trust responsibility.  These rules must also include provisions for public notice and comment before authorizing any such activity and for determining the appropriate instrument to be used to authorize that activity, including but not limited to whether an easement, lease, license or other instrument should be used.  Rules adopted pursuant to this section are major substantive rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
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