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_____
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[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_PREAMBLE__87edafba_0498_4ece_][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__fc69d763_6a05_4f73_bf72_96][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__f7a92c4a_eefa_4c29_]Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
Whereas, the State Harness Racing Commission places great value on resolving violations quickly when a potential return of a race purse is called for, and a disqualified participant may retain a purse garnered unfairly while distribution to the rightful recipients may be delayed because of the adjudicatory process; and
Whereas, this legislation authorizes the State Harness Racing Commission to enter into consent agreements to resolve violations of the laws and rules relating to harness racing in a more efficient and timely manner; and
Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__290b8376_d45d_4170_802][bookmark: _PAR__1_4288b6e0_6c8d_484e_8bac_c049a45b]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__31d0ceb9_12c8_4081][bookmark: _PAR__2_b5cbee95_ea6f_4c4e_8cee_b74226df][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__447668ee_e665_4650_967f_a][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__c6ffec41_6db2_47f7_af][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__69d3168b_456f_4070]Sec. 1.  8 MRSA §279-B, sub-§3 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__26f8114a_d017_4156_ad7e][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__fbf0d66f_15d7_4b70_8c81_716][bookmark: _PAR__3_4ee56b72_19fe_4c13_abf8_8fd12ac3][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4ab06830_44b9_4d4f_8f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2496ef44_1490_49f1_929]3.  Consent agreements. The commission may execute a consent agreement that resolves a complaint or investigation without further proceedings. A consent agreement may be entered into only with the consent of the licensee, the commission and the Department of the Attorney General. Any remedy, penalty, purse return or fine that is otherwise available by law may be achieved by consent agreement, including long-term suspension and permanent revocation of a license or registration. A consent agreement is not subject to review or appeal and may be modified only by a writing executed by all parties to the original consent agreement. A consent agreement is enforceable by an action in Superior Court.  
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__8fcbee99_8e2d_4ca4_a4][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__5ff711ca_37fd_476e_bacb_7c]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
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