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An Act To Require Consideration of Climate and Equity Impacts by the Public Utilities Commission
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__224ef628_6cd1_4b84_81f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__23c9363b_bf86_4634_893a_03a5][bookmark: _PAR__4_fe0d6b6f_ae39_4531_a2d4_855303ae][bookmark: _LINE__5_b04b9b5f_067c_45bf_8ca9_19e2687][bookmark: _LINE__6_0204755c_b0bd_4507_ac59_1c50caf][bookmark: _LINE__7_8c683eb4_f5fe_462c_8cb2_141c9ad][bookmark: _LINE__8_9ec46826_db30_4d6b_b2ca_5b37a3f][bookmark: _LINE__9_de63a7ab_575a_4520_a378_d004d70][bookmark: _LINE__10_08e37f29_16d5_4128_9042_7b91ca][bookmark: _LINE__11_474af3f0_2404_4c5b_84b6_584246][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9311f4e2_3f7d_4568_a1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b332095c_a58b_4086_91][bookmark: _LINE__12_7266a5d3_289b_4055_b75e_95df63][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__32ccc8d8_d3ab_4e9f_8a][bookmark: _LINE__13_95666eaa_8249_453f_ae7c_c4634d][bookmark: _LINE__14_e854a8a6_4806_43c9_8eb5_e57d32][bookmark: _LINE__15_c75f69b7_2b33_4ffc_8e8f_c106ac][bookmark: _LINE__16_e16bd606_761c_4b5f_be18_6a414d][bookmark: _LINE__17_5b5662f3_8c29_49e4_8e28_b062c2]The purpose of this Title is to ensure that there is a regulatory system for public utilities in the State and for other entities subject to this Title that is consistent with the public interest and with other requirements of law and to provide for reasonable licensing requirements for competitive electricity providers.  The basic purpose of this regulatory system as it applies to public utilities subject to service regulation under this Title is to ensure safe, reasonable and adequate service, to assist in minimizing the cost of energy available to the State’s consumers and, to ensure that the rates of public utilities subject to rate regulation are just and reasonable to customers and public utilities, to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to meet the greenhouse gas emissions reduction goals in Title 38, section 576-A and to address and mitigate disproportionate energy burdens on environmental justice populations,  frontline communities and utility customers who are underserved by utility or electricity policies, programs and systems due to geography, race, income or other socioeconomic factors.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__85c6394a_1f26_414f_b9aa_1194][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b0b097af_c92b_4124_920][bookmark: _PAR__3_11590258_561c_4199_bb85_8de53f27][bookmark: _LINE__8_7002046a_5f10_4688_ad3f_0a2c568][bookmark: _LINE__9_3ad5061e_f514_40ca_b629_20b5bb8][bookmark: _LINE__10_0b39e761_c35a_43b8_ab62_03088f][bookmark: _LINE__11_0ce05152_b1ca_49cc_963a_68ea3a][bookmark: _LINE__12_8393240b_5bab_4413_9eba_add72a][bookmark: _LINE__13_b35b23d7_5620_4661_8ba1_b9715b][bookmark: _LINE__14_e0004213_b9ea_4381_a799_6392d5]The commission shall adopt rules to implement this section.  Rules must set forth the factors the commission considers and the procedures the commission uses to prioritize proceedings and activities that advance decarbonization in the utility sector as described in subsection 1 and to evaluate and mitigate disproportionate energy burdens and other inequities of affordability and environmental justice experienced by customers as described in subsection 2.  Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_30c3f26f_4f6a_4f0c_8c60_2f0070ac][bookmark: _LINE__16_86db4cfd_f0f8_4b96_a022_7a22ac][bookmark: _LINE__17_f2ef8fdc_e34a_42f2_a5e6_0afca7][bookmark: _LINE__18_a8b47b72_81a6_4031_b720_620ef8][bookmark: _LINE__19_749636bb_6f42_42a0_8a87_bb2ef2][bookmark: _LINE__20_ed907780_021b_43dc_a08d_6bc37d][bookmark: _LINE__21_705e8f02_5016_47cd_adf8_341031][bookmark: _LINE__22_d53e326f_8d9b_498c_b67a_aa4d77][bookmark: _LINE__23_a711018a_9947_42ff_807d_74e2a2][bookmark: _LINE__24_31a2880b_b109_4cb2_a8dd_3b7b20][bookmark: _LINE__25_007480cf_ea56_4050_bfd7_461617][bookmark: _LINE__26_b196e84d_9e5e_4abf_9f87_d02eda]This bill adds to the purposes of the Public Utilities Commission the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and the mitigation of disproportionate energy burdens on environmental justice populations, frontline communities and utility customers who are underserved by utility or electricity policies, programs and systems due to geography, race, income or other socioeconomic factors. It also requires the commission, in its execution of its duties, powers and regulatory functions to aid in the facilitation of the achievement of the greenhouse gas emissions reduction goals in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 576‑A and to prioritize proceedings and activities, when possible, that advance decarbonization in the utility sector and mitigate disproportionate energy burdens and other inequities of affordability and environmental justice experienced by utility customers while ensuring system reliability and resource adequacy.
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