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[bookmark: _PAR__15_36a7793e_be0f_4623_b5a6_b4cf459][bookmark: _LINE__34_2b494f4f_eaa7_4374_801a_8d2afd][bookmark: _LINE__35_3dd7cc0f_3b5a_458c_9858_5bb81e][bookmark: _LINE__36_68db6b17_340d_4beb_a05c_fd4c32][bookmark: _LINE__37_3b9f6389_5927_4db5_81ca_ef1152][bookmark: _LINE__38_fd4b5996_8e71_4750_836c_4fb3f6][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__6a3c83db_c3eb_4981_8202_0ac][bookmark: _PAGE__2_52057886_f76a_4906_b9f3_2759f01][bookmark: _PAR__1_32c83558_8427_453c_89e9_f405ed14][bookmark: _LINE__1_917ba32b_b9d6_4d5c_b29a_22906c8][bookmark: _LINE__2_38ba45c9_d12b_4878_be96_fb0b80e][bookmark: _LINE__3_c2ab0bfe_742a_4a6a_b15a_673288f][bookmark: _LINE__4_c0293e82_5032_4d89_a471_3e457a9]This bill creates the Innovative Learning Fund and directs the Department of Education to provide grants to school administrative units to promote innovative learning strategies to address student achievement gaps. In awarding grants, the department must give special consideration to school administrative units that demonstrate instructional partnerships with professional organizations or companies and partnerships with institutions of higher education and that provide specific data on closing the achievement gap for economically disadvantaged students, racial and ethnic populations and students whose learning achievements were negatively affected due to COVID-19 pandemic restrictions.  The bill appropriates $2,000,000 in fiscal years 2023-24 and 2024-25 to provide such grants.
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