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[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__da5f8ada_bba6_4ad4_881][bookmark: _PAR__1_756da995_2170_4582_bbbc_e00366f7][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__a95c9512_ef7a_4d8a_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__362f2c80_5874_4e6a_a5ea_d868][bookmark: _PAR__4_555c0765_b808_435c_ac8f_0a59df67][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1d4c83ea_8d9c_4169_83b][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__cbac9371_eef0_4ebd_8c08][bookmark: _REV__605e226e_e128_455a_99eb_09b68d6572]The department shall contract for the development and implementation of an Internet-based application for free or reduced-price meals under the National School Lunch Program under 7 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 210 and the School Breakfast Program under 7 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 220.  The department shall make available to public schools the Internet‑based application for free or reduced-price meals developed under this section on the department's publicly accessible website.    The department shall make the Internet-based application in an understandable and uniform format and, to the maximum extent practicable, in a language that parents and legal guardians can understand.  A public school may make the Internet-based application available for school meal applications on the public school's publicly accessible website.  If a public school implements the Internet-based application process under this section, the All public school schools shall continue to distribute paper applications for school meals to all students.  A public school implementing the Internet‑based application is solely responsible for processing that school's online applications.  Data submitted through the Internet-based application may not be visible to the department and must be transmitted directly to the applicable public school.
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