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An Act To Increase the Fees Paid to Sheriffs and Their Deputies for Service of Civil Process Documents

STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-TWO
_____
H.P. 621 - L.D. 853
An Act To Increase the Fees Paid to Sheriffs and Their Deputies for Service of Civil Process Documents
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__0c231457_f481_4b78_b85][bookmark: _PAR__1_7af64e65_2aff_44ad_8a25_f6421ff5][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__7442b71b_42b1_4f7e_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__0914a42d_7e5e_49e1][bookmark: _PAR__2_4b7c755f_7dfb_435e_ad1a_eb4f2c66][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__b218aca8_55e8_4f29_af33_0][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__1ee78446_dc33_472b_b6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b9aa56b0_6096_4e73]Sec. 1.  30-A MRSA §421, sub-§1, as amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10; and c. 303, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b8d6f571_8420_4064_8d2d][bookmark: _PAR__3_add13c60_4c40_4014_a696_cc00f051][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__765d30d6_5bc2_44c2_b363_9bf][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__975370d7_90f7_4602_a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__135b1834_8d73_4b0a_923]1.  Civil process.  For service of all writs or complaints with summonses, precepts, notices, executions, court orders, orders of service, copies and all other civil process or papers requiring service which that are not specified in this section:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__62a229e9_1614_4030_b7d1][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7442665f_7323_42ff_83d5_20f4][bookmark: _PAR__4_c346e408_8f86_4eb1_bffe_a0cb4541][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bea75ec5_ef19_4e8c_83a]A.  For proceedings in forma pauperis, $4 $8 for each such service and $8 $40 if the service is made in hand;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__98d0df95_e31e_4894_b1f1][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d1ac34b0_7257_4f90_83f9_ef9e][bookmark: _PAR__5_6230714d_4bcd_4813_9563_76d99786][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0f08383f_d095_45aa_a55]B.  For service on behalf of the State, $4 $8 for each such service and $8 $40 if the service is made in hand; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0c5f53dd_739c_4757_9bee][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__84970c1f_2fa0_48de_b82b_2b2c][bookmark: _PAR__6_ce08f9fc_3de3_4152_8356_14a2272b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3b623182_ecec_4ba4_af2]C.  For all other proceedings, $8 $16 for each such service and $16 $40 if the service is made in hand;
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__a9538b85_57f2_4933][bookmark: _PAR__7_68ae9f4f_cd43_4084_8d23_7fe2966b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__92c5034a_5fc2_4cee_b856_e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__7060e52d_8f13_4b67]Sec. 2.  30-A MRSA §421, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10; and c. 303, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__aea93e8e_e068_4b41_b864][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c79aca24_90b9_4e6a_8f60_0a7][bookmark: _PAR__8_b5dc9baf_f6bf_494c_99cc_316286f4][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__082c7bc5_fd27_43bf_91][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__750dc50a_b082_4462_a19][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__92816f14_09fa_4ffa_abd]2.  Disclosure subpoena.  For the service of a disclosure subpoena as provided by Title 14, chapter 502, $16 $40;
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__73bd270b_403c_47e6][bookmark: _PAR__9_97e4e52e_0a15_4025_9a36_f287379b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__9407cbcf_3225_4da1_8af4_d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__89a46487_81ef_4c93]Sec. 3.  30-A MRSA §421, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__33660aab_a076_4c45_9166][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__23745f8f_ce4b_4b44_9d05_979][bookmark: _PAR__10_e9d397b1_5522_460b_ac37_546304d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__adaeb530_2019_4559_99][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f9e46596_a465_4384_833]3.  Complaint for divorce.  For the service of a complaint for divorce with a writ of attachment by serving summonses and attested copy of the writ and complaint, or for the service of a complaint for divorce with an order of court by attested copy, $8 $40;
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__b9245ecd_7b04_4110][bookmark: _PAR__11_915adeef_2ac2_46ce_9c34_203259d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__8669ef73_ca8e_4435_b40d_5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__3fe3f8ba_905c_413e]Sec. 4.  30-A MRSA §421, sub-§4, as amended by PL 1997, c. 5, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3a505516_6557_438a_9ed4][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__0aea6928_d044_47eb_9f5c_34c][bookmark: _PAR__12_a1a471e8_5410_45bd_a463_0d3d858][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ab0b1d02_206e_4e37_92][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d91b6aec_90bf_440f_ac6]4.  Attachment of real estate.  For the attachment of real estate at the registry of deeds, $16 $40;
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__ec176e13_c1b4_4439][bookmark: _PAR__13_438b60af_4ee0_40dc_8790_13e8c92][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__dd96ebd7_5d69_4ea1_a0c5_3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__7a9004c8_d34e_4687]Sec. 5.  30-A MRSA §421, sub-§5, as amended by PL 1997, c. 5, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f8839786_cebc_4c8c_8b72][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__317a14dc_c8eb_4acc_9753_ab3][bookmark: _PAR__14_f9b5d4e0_1c7a_49bc_b62b_eca34db][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__55284e1b_144b_4c19_8a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b0f06436_dcae_45f2_b04]5.  Attachment of personal property; replevin.  For the attachment of personal property or for the service of a writ of replevin, $16 $40, and $10 more an hourly rate determined by the sheriff to be charged for each hour after the first required for the service;
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__0a77f9f3_733a_4015][bookmark: _PAR__15_37d7a84a_6c2c_4b5a_8f97_53650fb][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__de2f6c40_50ae_401f_bfb6_5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__6b00f1d6_0824_4ccf]Sec. 6.  30-A MRSA §421, sub-§6, as amended by PL 2009, c. 205, §3, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__12f0f4ff_7180_4c37_a136][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__e3c5ec76_c5b3_453c_9728_226][bookmark: _PAR__16_87fde84a_8919_4e92_a592_cefd61e][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__d4c092e3_77d7_4d80_ad][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__443f4323_81e8_433a_a59]6.  Civil arrests and custody.  For civil arrests and custody under the arrest, including arrest and custody under paternity proceedings, $25 $60 and an hourly rate determined by the sheriff to be charged for each hour after the first required for the service plus mileage at a at least the same rate of 42¢ per mile as provided under Title 5, section 8;
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__ef9d598b_1ed4_448d][bookmark: _PAR__17_51d7141e_a121_499c_8091_25aabd6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__dd2fdbc0_1371_4386_b5f2_6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__3d61ad18_2e69_41d0]Sec. 7.  30-A MRSA §421, sub-§14, as amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10; c. 303; and c. 502, Pt. A, §112 and repealed and replaced by c. 878, Pt. A, §82, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0afe8a2d_4879_4458_a251][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__81501f65_26af_473f_85b9_4e8][bookmark: _PAR__1_e7faf615_04fc_4f37_aa47_1267c58d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__d3639564_decd_41ed_be][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9a905b24_3d03_450e_8c5]14.  Search for persons to serve.  For diligently searching for persons on whom they are commanded to serve civil process when that party cannot be located at an address given to the sheriff or the deputy sheriff by the plaintiff or the plaintiff's attorney when commanding the service to be made, $10 $40, plus necessary travel mileage at at least the same rate per mile as provided under Title 5, section 8; and
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__4a0fce72_c1dc_47b4][bookmark: _PAR__2_bea2af84_be98_428b_81fa_5cd5f9e4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__8394d1b3_3e78_476c_9f5e_2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__e85e2ad8_ad9c_4990]Sec. 8.  30-A MRSA §421, 3rd ¶, as amended by PL 1997, c. 8, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__225106c6_0856_40fd_b93][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b5885a86_a933_48d2_9898_903b][bookmark: _PAR__3_a90931a3_6bbf_4b44_959c_49d86055][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__a9267c8f_6825_4bdd_bed]In addition to the fees charged for service, travel may be charged for each mile actually traveled at the same rate at which county government employees are reimbursed within that county, except that all travel initiated on behalf of a state government agency must be reimbursed at at least the same rate per mile as provided under Title 5, section 8.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__fb0dc66f_74b9_41d1][bookmark: _PAR__4_8868ce13_1184_4b55_ac9c_d90865d0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__690d8981_b0e7_48bc_999d_7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__4ffbc4f5_3753_4987]Sec. 9.  30-A MRSA §421, 4th ¶, as amended by PL 2005, c. 218, §5, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d6993127_ede0_4caa_a9a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d7aca3fc_60d2_4be7_b0af_3837][bookmark: _PAR__5_79113d6b_6048_425d_9bc2_db61e507]The county commissioners of each county may require that the fees collected under subsections 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 12 and 14 be increased by $5, except that the fee paid by any state agency or department may only be increased by $1 $25.  The sheriff or deputy shall collect this additional amount and pay it to the county treasurer for the use and benefit of the county.  The county commissioners may also require that the fees collected under subsections 1 to 14 be increased by an amount equal to the cost of social security and other withholding taxes on the fees payable under this section.
[bookmark: _APPROP_SECTION__359120d1_964f_4e45_a559][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e3793757_2066_42af_a646_a2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__1e8dd88b_f022_4f83]Sec. 10.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF
Child Support 0100
Initiative: Provides funding for an increase in the fees and travel reimbursement paid to sheriffs and their deputies for service of civil process documents.
	GENERAL FUND
	2021-22
	2022-23

	All Other
	$0
	$126,511

	 
	__________
	__________

	GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	$0
	$126,511


 
	FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND
	2021-22
	2022-23

	All Other
	$0
	$245,581

	 
	__________
	__________

	FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND TOTAL
	$0
	$245,581


State-funded Foster Care/Adoption Assistance 0139
Initiative: Provides funding for an increase in the fees and travel reimbursement paid to sheriffs and their deputies for service of civil process documents.
	GENERAL FUND
	2021-22
	2022-23

	All Other
	$0
	$32,000

	 
	__________
	__________

	GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	$0
	$32,000


 
	HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF
	 
	 

	DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	2021-22
	2022-23

	 
	 
	 

	GENERAL FUND
	$0
	$158,511

	FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND
	$0
	$245,581

	 
	__________
	__________

	DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	$0
	$404,092


JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT
Courts - Supreme, Superior and District 0063
Initiative: Provides funding for an increase in the fees and travel reimbursement paid to sheriffs and their deputies for service of civil process documents.
	GENERAL FUND
	2021-22
	2022-23

	All Other
	$0
	$35,194

	 
	__________
	__________

	GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	$0
	$35,194


 
	JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT
	 
	 

	DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	2021-22
	2022-23

	 
	 
	 

	GENERAL FUND
	$0
	$35,194

	 
	__________
	__________

	DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	$0
	$35,194


 
	SECTION TOTALS
	2021-22
	2022-23

	 
	 
	 

	GENERAL FUND
	$0
	$193,705

	FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND
	$0
	$245,581

	 
	__________
	__________

	SECTION TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	$0
	$439,286
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