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[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_PREAMBLE__9b323b3d_98db_4dee_][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__c77fb5ab_44fe_4fc2_9006_48][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__b77e3d81_2e56_41a4_]Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
Whereas, the statute of limitations for most tort causes of action is 6 years; and
Whereas, the statute of limitations for assault and battery and false imprisonment is only 2 years, effectively depriving victims of domestic violence, among others, the same opportunity that most other victims of torts have to seek redress for their damages; and
Whereas, changing the statute of limitations for assault and battery and false imprisonment as soon as possible will allow those whose claims would otherwise be foreclosed while waiting for this Act to be effective an opportunity to seek redress;
Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__be274515_d28b_4f7c_bc2][bookmark: _PAR__1_ecb70e3e_2774_4174_8dfe_765af28f]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__b8eb0549_ddd3_4ed7][bookmark: _PAR__2_2587f51b_49dc_4b39_9d30_7827ff95][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__8be37597_46bc_49de_b57b_e][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__dff74612_2ed7_4f0e_b7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__4ee8cacb_12a1_46aa]Sec. 1.  14 MRSA §753, as amended by PL 1985, c. 804, §§1 and 22, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_207aa196_a4b3_4cbc_86fb_ae0ffa2a][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__abe04dab_b119_4339_98e2_ed98][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__10f8929d_786e_45d6_b6e1][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__452148a4_b4a9_48b9_b7]§753.  Two years
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d5aca86a_51c2_4de7_92f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0ee69208_db75_4d09_9de3_d172][bookmark: _PAR__4_a3f54645_f15d_49ed_9c52_9cb7e6e2]Actions for assault and battery, and for false imprisonment, slander and libel shall must be commenced within 2 years after the cause of action accrues.
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__2c8a5833_164f_4271_91][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e76f32b9_f67f_46cf_977e_e5]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
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