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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-ONE
_____
H.P. 497 - L.D. 670
An Act To Increase the Lobbyist Registration Fee
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__d17ef452_dcd6_4f48_965][bookmark: _PAR__1_eb69c096_55d0_4f26_ba6e_7c84c1ed][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__e45288d8_fb50_4f44_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__a2e88f02_6a02_4ff3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__7ac6b267_1195_4359_993d_e][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__8a468573_d4b0_45d0_be57_bf][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__c8015a2e_486c_40db_a7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__83e8b690_f186_4dad]Sec. 1.  3 MRSA §313, as amended by PL 2019, c. 587, §7 and affected by §18, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
[bookmark: _REV__0d510f04_4a2b_48f8_925b_b4bee52ce8][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__77dc6630_b1b2_46f2_8f05_0925][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cf2a1072_2163_424f_88][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__da509e66_c36a_434e_91][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d859d6f1_2108_418d_9c][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ea0ad56d_105f_4dcf_8c8a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__fe12e046_9463_436e_a9]§313.  Registration of lobbyists, lobbyist associates and employers
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__58eec41a_59ed_418a_aaa5][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__bdd6974b_f5a6_4bf1_827a_cfb][bookmark: _REV__0cdc8c66_793f_4a64_a42f_bc1a320b0a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a9d1f6f3_89f1_4371_83][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__439aec18_efdb_4a94_b06]1.  Registration.  No later than 15 business days after lobbying more than 8 hours in a calendar month on behalf of an employer, a lobbyist shall submit a joint registration to the commission for the employer, the lobbyist and any lobbyist associates and pay a registration fee of $250.  The lobbyist shall pay an additional $125 for each lobbyist associate included in the joint registration.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5e07a001_9d2a_4dda_b6bf][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__b22b0cc5_bcf1_416c_8fbb_b39][bookmark: _REV__f46e8242_9c4f_43fa_acdf_0e9d98dc49][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b3017b91_24b1_48b5_81][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7cd05195_2ffe_4530_a7c]2.  Fee waiver.  The commission may waive the fee or fees required under subsection 1 in whole or in part if the commission determines that the fee or fees constitute an economic hardship to the employer.  A lobbyist or employer may submit an application for a waiver under this subsection on a form or in the format approved by the commission.  After receiving an application for a fee waiver, the commission may request relevant information from the lobbyist or employer, including, but not limited to, the amount of compensation the employer expects to pay the lobbyist in the coming lobbying year, the employer's budgeted expenditures for personnel or for all programs and activities in the coming year and the employer's revenues or expenses in the prior year.
[bookmark: _APPROP_SECTION__c42831ae_0e1f_4efb_bc6f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__c048d840_a8c5_4439]Sec. 2.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
ETHICS AND ELECTION PRACTICES, COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL
Governmental Ethics and Election Practices - Commission on 0414
Initiative: Provides ongoing allocations for expenditures related to administering and enforcing lobbyist disclosure requirements, including the costs of obtaining, maintaining and upgrading technology to facilitate disclosure of lobbying and campaign finance information to the public.
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