130th Maine Legislature
An Act Regarding Motor Vehicle Registration Violations
L.D. 644
An Act Regarding Motor Vehicle Registration Violations

STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-ONE
_____
H.P. 475 - L.D. 644
An Act Regarding Motor Vehicle Registration Violations
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__b1813bf3_ca13_4c91_ac6][bookmark: _PAR__1_deb60a70_dc8d_4b4f_9470_fd98bcd1][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__ffde473f_d08d_469d_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__e95b1296_25ff_4052][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__dace994a_96ed_4771_922e_f][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__56fe8b05_8ed5_4668_ab65_e2][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__005e3623_adc8_4e52_98][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__a583fa3b_d8ff_4d1c]Sec. 1.  29-A MRSA §351, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2013, c. 112, §6, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__78089fdd_204f_4376_8502][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__abba1538_5713_4c64_9ce7_8f1][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__92642988_80dc_4993_93][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__459dcb8c_6340_4c25_bf9]1.  Failure to register.  A person who operates a vehicle that is not registered in accordance with this Title, fails to register a vehicle or permits a vehicle that is not registered to remain on a public way commits:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f9d1df8f_ebe3_4f7c_bd35][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5a99d616_9ad2_442b_b1be_f33c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__023b38e3_b003_4cc2_b9d][bookmark: _REV__96613c24_28dd_4554_8ff6_208bbb8156][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cd4715a4_3059_4c98_9f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__13353b02_76b8_49b0_8d][bookmark: _REV__cc140a7c_662a_4e61_a651_c90193143a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f9f151e3_6b07_4faa_a1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c9bc5423_40cc_4cff_b8]A.  A traffic infraction for which a fine of not more than $50 may be adjudged for a first offense if the vehicle was registered and the registration has been expired for more than 30 days but less than 150 days; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b2df9e94_7225_4f10_a071][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0da84d4f_2bc2_4dff_91a3_1fb4][bookmark: _REV__a9ba4569_a428_4986_963d_bcc13a4d8c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d1565cf4_6133_4dfe_97][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6180513e_f764_4771_9b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c16f2803_65b4_4844_835]B.  A Class E crime if the vehicle was not registered or the registration has been expired for 150 days or more.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__09271309_b692_466f_b781][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e6d0d080_9c30_4c22_95f3_4cf7][bookmark: _REV__5f3c444e_32b3_4f83_b1f1_0fe474a16b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__09591954_2484_47f4_9e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0e50f88b_7d77_46a1_a5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__29844b78_8ad2_49ed_b99]C.  A traffic infraction for which a fine of not more than $100 may be adjudged for a first offense if the vehicle was registered and the registration has been expired for 150 days or more;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8f6ef243_ece8_49f6_adde][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9473b8e9_4649_4e1d_ab29_6071][bookmark: _REV__ca262596_8fc0_49f9_bbd9_c8e7a25407][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1505bf44_ae4c_4853_979]D.  A traffic infraction for which a fine of not more than $500 may be adjudged for each subsequent offense; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__de4c664e_01eb_4883_ba85][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__76aec21c_7198_4bc7_ba7e_d10e][bookmark: _REV__b7f358d1_2f8b_4a73_92e5_f13259053c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__17b3c6ec_09d1_4699_925]E.  A Class E crime if the vehicle has never been registered by the current owner of the vehicle.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__31be55c6_726b_4389_b577_c46f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f09bff88_e798_49be_b7c][bookmark: _REV__c46515b4_fbfe_446d_b324_33afa9cc3e]A person served with a Violation Summons and Complaint charging a violation of this subsection may have the complaint dismissed if that person shows satisfactory evidence of registration that was in effect at the time of the alleged violation or that the person subsequently registered the vehicle prior to the date required for filing an answer to the complaint.  The clerk of the District Court Violations Bureau must dismiss the complaint if, prior to the date required for filing an answer to the complaint, the person charged files a copy of the Violation Summons and Complaint with the bureau, together with satisfactory evidence of registration.  If a person files a timely answer to a Violation Summons and Complaint alleging a violation of this subsection and that person presents to the court at the time of trial satisfactory evidence of registration, the court must dismiss the complaint.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__8ef50dc8_dbde_4cb1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__203af4f5_0ae8_41ef_b645_e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__57a4f177_cc19_44cf]Sec. 2.  29-A MRSA §351, sub-§1-A, as amended by PL 2005, c. 433, §5 and affected by §28, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1402774d_ff12_4dcc_b0cc][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c39cbc47_4439_4dcc_8b2a_2c1][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f6dfcff1_f452_4c63_a2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7c9683ff_082c_45a1_9c7]1-A.  Residents required to register.  An owner of a vehicle who becomes a resident of this State shall register that vehicle in this State within 30 days of establishing residency.  A person who operates or allows a vehicle that is not registered in accordance with this subsection to remain on a public way commits:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__61a30720_1107_46b5_ae11][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2305785a_0d09_4fa5_a7e2_ddba][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c7ae3ed9_4374_4b35_a6f][bookmark: _REV__853e9e15_96f1_4cd5_9f13_f21b117281][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1b5da73a_8e55_41b2_a0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b5e3b709_aed9_4fa5_9a][bookmark: _REV__d0d580d0_5f2c_442b_b7a9_bc15864b92][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c299d844_0257_4f3a_b7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f156f55b_8976_4b73_a7]A.  A traffic infraction for which a fine of not more than $50 may be adjudged for a first offense if more than 30 days but less than 150 days has elapsed since establishing residency; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3da07012_6ec2_467c_83a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__daac2011_f7d8_4a78_9774_b592][bookmark: _REV__5db22fb0_c4cd_4d0b_af68_21fbe68ded][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e35c6603_faeb_4d73_9f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__91e72cef_0c85_4640_a5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d67d0362_a4c6_4bd9_af2]A-1.  A traffic infraction for which a fine of not more than $500 may be adjudged for a 2nd and each subsequent offense; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0d33152f_3bfc_44f1_a478][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__32e71808_a39e_4b0b_88dc_b809][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9278b72f_ddf0_4ad2_ad3]B.  A Class E crime if more than 150 days have elapsed since establishing residency.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__fdec4a31_d7be_460b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__6fa7d32f_6023_4bb2_ab33_6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__1df4df08_b82b_41a0]Sec. 3.  29-A MRSA §351, sub-§2, ¶A, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__324412d7_98bc_4721_b411][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d6c29ac1_f4b0_4648_9b74_2486][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ee8bc4b9_598d_4071_b5c][bookmark: _REV__7b76ab10_f5e1_4ab4_92d0_ae71d25285][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__55078efb_4b07_4e34_af][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5ad08a73_656d_41c7_94][bookmark: _REV__b332e680_e926_406a_9f7c_455fa502e0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f3f59d28_3010_4643_88][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__70309276_9286_42f0_a1]A.  Within 2 10 business days, the owner or operator must register the vehicle;
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__fc76b642_43d6][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__fc0861bb_53ac_42f9_8627_97][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__efe67822_3b13_4ad5]Sec. 4.  Effective date.  This Act takes effect July 1, 2022.
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