130th Maine Legislature
Resolve, To Establish the Task Force To Study the Process for Bringing Criminal Cases in Situations of Violence against Health Care Workers
L.D. 629
Resolve, To Establish the Task Force To Study the Process for Bringing Criminal Cases in Situations of Violence against Health Care Workers

STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-TWO
_____
H.P. 465 - L.D. 629
Resolve, To Establish the Task Force To Study the Process for Bringing Criminal Cases in Situations of Violence against Health Care Workers
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_PREAMBLE__807d9a43_ea85_411a_][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__9293a9cd_8160_49e3_a0c1_5d][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__990d38ab_0462_4776_]Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
Whereas, the issue of violence against hospital and medical staff has increased in recent years; and
Whereas, hospitals are unclear what the options are for prosecution when victims are unwilling to bring cases; and
Whereas, the work of the Task Force To Study the Process for Bringing Criminal Cases in Situations of Violence against Health Care Workers needs to begin prior to 90 days after adjournment in order for the task force to have enough time to review the circumstances and make recommendations; and
Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, be it
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__ac0485a7_fecd][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e210227a_dc20_471a_9c31_ed][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__5a0e9e45_714e_4158_8d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__fd5fb9d1_1f81_4da6]Sec. 1.  Task force established.  Resolved:  That the Task Force To Study the Process for Bringing Criminal Cases in Situations of Violence against Health Care Workers, referred to in this resolve as "the task force," is established.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__c16f5ae0_b53c][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__54ded8ec_f3a0_434a_8abb_aa][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__aa4c1907_7334_4fac]Sec. 2.  Task force membership.  Resolved:  That, notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, the task force consists of 9 members appointed as follows:
1.  Two members of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate, including members from each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature;
2.  Two members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House, including members from each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature;
3.  Two members who are representatives of entities knowledgeable about or involved in providing hospital, medical or mental health services, appointed by the President of the Senate;
4.  Two members who are representatives of entities knowledgeable about or involved in providing hospital, medical or mental health services, appointed by the Speaker of the House; and 
5.  One member representing law enforcement officers, appointed by the Speaker of the House.
The task force shall also invite 2 members of the judicial branch and 2 members representing district attorneys designated by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court to serve as members of the task force.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__99ff627b_f6e5][bookmark: _PAR__7_49d29e5f_61db_4363_b330_281227a1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0f89539f_54e0_4871]Sec. 3.  Chairs.  Resolved:  That the first-named Senate member is the Senate chair and the first-named House of Representatives member is the House chair of the task force.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__363210cf_126f][bookmark: _PAR__8_076d7f5f_faf5_46a2_ae9b_37f047f5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__7a3b8d2f_78b4_4ce9]Sec. 4.  Appointments; convening of task force.  Resolved:  That all appointments must be made no later than 30 days following the effective date of this resolve.  The appointing authorities shall notify the Executive Director of the Legislative Council once all appointments have been completed.  After appointment of all members, the chairs shall call and convene the first meeting of the task force.  If 30 days or more after the effective date of this resolve a majority of but not all appointments have been made, the chairs may request authority and the Legislative Council may grant authority for the task force to meet and conduct its business.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__4120b20e_0dec][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__eae92f6d_a196_4573_93ba_1a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__7fef5296_6902_488a]Sec. 5.  Duties.  Resolved:  That the task force shall review the process by which criminal cases may be brought related to incidents of violence in hospitals and other health care facilities and settings, in particular, incidents of violence involving patients or individuals related to patients assaulting hospital or medical staff.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__2a816680_9b2b][bookmark: _PAR__10_59a6f1a7_5817_4693_badf_e17e342][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__dd36586b_857b_4e39]Sec. 6.  Staff assistance.  Resolved:  That the Legislative Council shall provide necessary staffing services to the task force, except that Legislative Council staff support is not authorized when the Legislature is in regular or special session.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__9825a471_bf6f][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__0a3ffbc0_cbc7_43f8_af31_5b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__521e453c_05d5_4de1]Sec. 7.  Report.  Resolved:  That, no later than November 2, 2022, the task force shall submit a report that includes its findings and recommendations, including suggested legislation, to the Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety.  The joint standing committee is authorized to report out legislation to the First Regular Session of the 131st Legislature.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__70129e33_3645][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__ec8f203c_e11f_4159_98e2_15][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__361cabda_6984_4147]Sec. 8.  Outside funding.  Resolved:  That the task force shall seek funding contributions to fully fund the costs of the study.  All funding is subject to approval by the Legislative Council in accordance with its policies.  If sufficient contributions to fund the study have not been received within 30 days after the effective date of this resolve, no meetings are authorized and no expenses of any kind may be incurred or reimbursed.
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__6d62e1f0_3f2c_439a_8896_3d][bookmark: _APPROP_SECTION__4959e09e_2683_4b65_8669][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__d12a44a4_a6ab_405e]Sec. 9.  Appropriations and allocations.  Resolved:  That the following appropriations and allocations are made.
LEGISLATURE
Study Commissions - Funding 0444
Initiative: Allocates funds from outside sources for the costs to the Legislature of the Task Force To Study the Process for Bringing Criminal Cases in Situations of Violence against Health Care Workers.
	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	2021-22
	2022-23

	Personal Services
	$440
	$440

	All Other
	$560
	$810

	 
	__________
	__________

	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	$1,000
	$1,250


[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__e3c5c0ef_8325_4f18_b0][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__38a25d85_15a8_432f_8bb7_0a]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
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