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_____
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_____
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Resolve, To Establish a Commission To Increase Housing Opportunities in Maine by Studying Zoning and Land Use Restrictions
[bookmark: _PAR__1_4910715c_89d8_4e81_96ab_a823eb2d][bookmark: _EMERGENCY_PREAMBLE__0d761489_8baa_40bf_][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__894da5a8_722c_4153_]Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
[bookmark: _PAR__2_6b567815_3f26_4e33_a635_9375504c]Whereas, this resolve establishes the Commission To Increase Housing Opportunities in Maine by Studying Zoning and Land Use Restrictions; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_8e12835e_8179_43a0_967e_21cc9095]Whereas, the study must be initiated before the 90-day period expires in order that the study may be completed and a report submitted in time for submission to the next legislative session; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_da2c2373_200b_4111_abe1_9e4bca70]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, be it
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__4f3ba992_2dd4][bookmark: _PAR__5_ec50a587_f732_47ba_b12e_ff312a62][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__eca686e7_711c_437e_80][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0940b36b_4f61_4f48]Sec. 1.  Commission established.  Resolved:  That the Commission To Increase Housing Opportunities in Maine by Studying Zoning and Land Use Restrictions, referred to in this resolve as "the commission," is established.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_c43c7415_8fda_4650_a373_0d48524b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__631a338e_7122][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__289fc8b0_97ea_42c7]Sec. 2.  Commission membership.  Resolved:  That, notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, the commission consists of 15 members appointed as follows:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_c658d53a_dfb8_4215_814d_22b1c771]1.  Two members of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate, including a member from each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature;
[bookmark: _PAR__8_b44b8c45_0927_494d_9a04_99b8d61a]2.  Two members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House, including a member from each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature;
[bookmark: _PAR__9_487bc6ee_a8f9_41eb_8651_ad55db54]3.  The Director of the Maine State Housing Authority, or the director's designee;
[bookmark: _PAR__10_a207bfa7_470e_456b_bac4_fe080fd]4.  One member representing the Office of the Governor, appointed by the Governor;
[bookmark: _PAR__11_21041490_60a4_4f09_bed7_15f6885]5.  Four public members, one representing a statewide municipal association, one representing a statewide organization that advocates for affordable housing, one representing statewide agricultural interests and one who is in the building trades, appointed by the President of the Senate; and
[bookmark: _PAR__12_b0bd31d1_c803_46f7_b9a6_fadac5b]6.  Five public members, one representing a regional planning association or a statewide organization that advocates for smart growth policies and projects, one representing the real estate industry, one who is a residential developer, one representing an organization that advocates for low-income or middle-income renters or homeowners and one representing a local or statewide organization promoting civil rights that has racial justice or racial equity as its primary mission, appointed by the Speaker of the House.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__38decf3c_bf78][bookmark: _PAR__13_62fc9079_1c8b_4aed_9148_92920ce][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__19149102_1a94_4944]Sec. 3.  Chairs.  Resolved:  That the first-named Senate member is the Senate chair and the first-named House of Representatives member is the House chair of the commission.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_2fa080bc_5f05_47ef_b8db_35eed54][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__962b2e58_34a4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__502d7e34_a909_4a97][bookmark: _PAR__1_035b437c_3a17_4938_a78f_289b809d]Sec. 4.  Appointments; convening of commission.  Resolved:  That all appointments must be made no later than 30 days following the effective date of this resolve.  The appointing authorities shall notify the Executive Director of the Legislative Council once all appointments have been completed.  After appointment of all members, the chairs shall call and convene the first meeting of the commission.  If 30 days or more after the effective date of this resolve a majority of but not all appointments have been made, the chairs may request authority and the Legislative Council may grant authority for the commission to meet and conduct its business.
[bookmark: _PAR__2_2d2f6e58_ee9a_480f_8bb8_07d2866f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__b5487e3b_2243][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__df5efaf4_94b5_48b8]Sec. 5.  Duties.  Resolved:  That the commission is authorized to meet 6 times and shall:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_9c542ba2_e0d6_4959_a358_47209d24]1.  Review data on housing shortages in the State for low-income and middle-income households;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_ac16b353_9a3f_478c_b073_f9fdab39]2.  Review state laws that affect the local regulation of housing;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_f6172c60_f4fe_4224_a766_80f71451]3.  Review efforts in other states and municipalities to address housing shortages through changes to zoning and land use restrictions;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_2b97f599_c818_4352_a323_0173fcbd]4.  Consider measures that would encourage increased housing options in the State, including but not limited to municipal incentives, state mandates, eliminating or limiting single-family-only zones and allowing greater housing density near transit, jobs, schools or neighborhood centers; and
[bookmark: _PAR__7_99c794b9_4aa0_4586_ae0d_a5e62cc4]5.  Review and consider the historical role of race and racism in zoning policies and the best measures to ensure that state and municipal zoning laws do not serve as barriers to racial equality.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__4d7b46f3_4bff][bookmark: _PAR__8_916cd732_4d27_4cf9_8336_c209808c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__51f47a39_01c7_4b56]Sec. 6.  Staff assistance.  Resolved:  That the Legislative Council shall provide necessary staffing services to the commission, except that Legislative Council staff support is not authorized when the Legislature is in regular or special session.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__7c0be5cf_189d][bookmark: _PAR__9_0196b513_6055_4e89_98e1_770518bd][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__7c3be0f7_5522_46b6]Sec. 7.  Report.  Resolved:  That, notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, no later than November 3, 2021, the commission shall submit a report that includes its findings and recommendations, including suggested legislation, for presentation to the Joint Standing Committee on Labor and Housing.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__beb11ba6_6cd4][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__c5fb71b3_9aa0_456a_8a59_6e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__60942201_b991_4ff5]Sec. 8.  Outside funding.  Resolved:  That the commission shall seek funding contributions to fully fund the costs of the study.  All funding is subject to approval by the Legislative Council in accordance with its policies.  If sufficient contributions to fund the study have not been received within 30 days after the effective date of this resolve, no meetings are authorized and no expenses of any kind may be incurred or reimbursed.
[bookmark: _APPROP_SECTION__6032eab2_a8c6_4b54_a176][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__8dd31ff8_9268_4f29_9396_3a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__76bdd4a8_9088_417e]Sec. 9.  Appropriations and allocations.  Resolved:  That the following appropriations and allocations are made.
LEGISLATURE
Study Commissions - Funding 0444
Initiative: Allocates funds received from contributions for the costs to the Legislature of the Commission To Increase Housing Opportunities in Maine by Studying Zoning and Land Use Restrictions.
	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	2021-22
	2022-23

	Personal Services
	$880
	$0

	All Other
	$1,370
	$0

	 
	__________
	__________

	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	$2,250
	$0


[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__47266a86_4777_49a5_a7][bookmark: _PAR__10_fd16fbcf_661f_4f06_b61a_6f8e20a]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
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