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An Act To Provide for Reimbursement of the Sales Tax Paid on Certain Battery Energy Storage Systems
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__3a739925_f6d2_4636_bdc][bookmark: _PAR__1_203e7211_9bc2_41fc_989c_48d01cd5][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__e2edb702_20ee_4fa3_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__5725d220_6737_4209_9f67_ee][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__91cbbecf_8a43_431a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d65c28cf_f150_4e32_9885_7][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__67c43bad_81ab_4364_b1a6_b6][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__2f449e35_bc46_4f93_bb][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__ee5a767a_bdb5_4b8a]Sec. 1.  36 MRSA §2021 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _REV__6d451146_b7dc_49bf_86bb_b82cd0070e][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__74612eac_a32c_45b7_9c24_7b7c][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3ca89ce7_7573_4bda_aba2][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__51d89348_5dc8_4293_87]§2021.  Refund of sales and use tax on purchases of battery energy storage systems
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__26b3f653_91d5_45a5_aa7f][bookmark: _REV__15047ac3_fa1d_4dfe_a4bd_4b4bfa6a1f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__9e9bc079_f3ff_494c_84e7_4f2][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ee797836_e78d_4f6e_b9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__78e0db8f_9a3a_4608_b75]1.  Definitions.  For purposes of this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e69e00fe_c422_4beb_93b4][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__157bc3d7_df4b_47be_ad65_ff2b][bookmark: _REV__c8d8ec04_f75f_415d_ab4b_5a648fe650][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9bf04bc1_44b0_4173_8b7]A.  "Energy storage system" means commercial machinery or equipment that is capable of absorbing energy, storing the energy for a period of time and discharging the energy after it has been stored.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4fc9addb_7385_4804_9fa9][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b479c721_33d6_4306_a0a2_3f03][bookmark: _REV__f0779bfa_59ba_4d94_a2f7_30db0f22e4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__50b04c74_a992_4d19_bd8]B.  "Qualifying battery energy storage system" means an energy storage system that is a battery energy storage system with a capacity of 50 megawatts or greater that is located at a single site in the State, as evidenced by the interconnection agreement that applies to the battery energy storage system, and includes all parts and accessories that are integral to such a battery energy storage system.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7f753f63_7b51_4e1d_a294][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__3084647c_234a_4339_8155_60a][bookmark: _REV__3309a658_8459_4c63_ae1f_7f2948d13e][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__78fbf8c6_6869_478c_be][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5bfb5282_9c66_4113_930]2.  Refund authorized.  The assessor shall refund the sales or use tax imposed pursuant to this Part and paid by a person that purchases a qualifying battery energy storage system on or after January 1, 2023 and before December 31, 2025.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9d33e294_79c3_4f83_b699][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__92b60d88_0ab8_40db_b15b_5ab][bookmark: _REV__ecc03c3a_dd75_4432_99a9_747c5ffa53][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__0bcf0379_0d8a_4ecf_8a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__69477473_1bc5_4e55_ac7]3.  Procedure and limitations.  A person that purchases a qualifying battery energy storage system and pays the tax imposed pursuant to this Part may submit a claim for reimbursement on a form prescribed by the assessor filed within 3 years of the payment of the sales or use tax to which the reimbursement relates, except that a claim for reimbursement may not be submitted prior to July 1, 2023.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7b905b6e_0e7c_4ee3_8653][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c006f402_50a4_46b6_86ae_d8e][bookmark: _REV__30f7d66c_0c1f_4ee8_8ab6_07d73dc031][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__aff4c5ea_1c59_40f4_82][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f0209c90_43ef_445a_88c]4.  Audit.  The assessor may audit a claim for reimbursement filed under this section. If the assessor determines that the amount of the reimbursement was incorrect, the assessor may issue an assessment within 3 years from the date of purchase of the qualifying battery energy storage system or the date the claim was filed, whichever is later, or at any time if a fraudulent claim was filed. The claimant may seek reconsideration of the assessment pursuant to section 151.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__10098dae_4b5e_4122_9deb][bookmark: _REV__488f4c8d_752f_4621_b067_dc8756f1cd][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ffc5a7e2_fc42_410f_b5bd_8b5][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__297c7b06_41b0_4988_a0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b6cba580_f8df_4414_aef]5.  Payment of claims.  The assessor shall pay the reimbursement amount to the claimant within 30 days after receipt of a properly completed claim. Interest is not allowed on any payment made to a claimant pursuant to this section.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__00ebfc0c_8eaf][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__2bbbdda0_04b6_42ba]Sec. 2.  Governor's Energy Office; energy storage tax incentive report.  The Governor's Energy Office shall examine the role of existing and potential tax incentives in achieving the objectives established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3145 and shall provide a report on these matters to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over energy, utilities and technology matters by March 15, 2023.  The report must include a review of tax incentives for energy storage available from the Federal Government and in other states and must include input from interested stakeholders.  The report must also be provided to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters if recommendations regarding taxation policy are included.  The joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over energy, utilities and technology matters is authorized to report out legislation related to the report to the First Regular Session of the 131st Legislature.  Upon written request, the Public Utilities Commission and the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Maine Revenue Services shall provide to the office information and assistance requested related to the report.
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