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_____
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An Act to Prohibit the Sale of Tobacco Products in Pharmacies and Retail Establishments Containing Pharmacies
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__08d0bd19_297a_4860_8a6][bookmark: _PAR__1_dde8708b_cc33_4580_bdab_418abf57][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__188eac07_de5a_4c79_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__e83f2af7_9a2b_400b][bookmark: _PAR__2_7432a527_df22_4823_aa1e_d61c2d1c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__b005d247_5d76_47ef_8625_6][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__ce9cb98b_ef3f_41b4_80][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__55c069e5_91c1_46af]Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §1551, sub-§6 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6cb3e87e_d793_416e_9ded][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__3db78af0_2606_4646_8048_b84][bookmark: _PAR__3_a3438230_fd5f_41fc_9ecd_7485225c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4d991043_d3be_4511_8d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6cf75821_eb5c_4411_830]6.  Pharmacy.  "Pharmacy" means a retail pharmacy as defined in Title 24-A, section 4347, subsection 19.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__b788c2b9_40dc_4dfb][bookmark: _PAR__4_541748e5_7f05_403c_9164_b186014c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__5e983ff2_87c0_443d_9bbf_b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__36841ffe_1603_4c56]Sec. 2.  22 MRSA §1551-A, sub-§6 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f59c8f45_1a21_4f29_897e][bookmark: _PAR__5_f092ebbd_83fc_43cf_8fa6_6b560258][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__3a51543c_ccaf_448f_8d26_c99][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__261e4336_f951_4bc4_be][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a9169afa_03c2_45bc_989]6.  Pharmacies and retail establishments with a pharmacy ineligible for retail tobacco license; civil penalty; transfer of funds.  This subsection governs pharmacies and retail establishments containing a pharmacy. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c3c94f96_cdd5_409f_a584][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__849444a3_063a_4974_a525_19a2][bookmark: _PAR__6_56216377_d3a7_419e_b26e_d6e33226][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f62f807a_9ab9_4b9f_9ad]A.  A pharmacy is ineligible for a retail tobacco license. A pharmacy that engages in retail sales, including retail sales through vending machines or in free distribution of tobacco products, and sells, keeps for sale or gives away in the course of trade any tobacco products to anyone commits a civil violation for which a fine of not more than $2,000 may be adjudged. Each day a pharmacy is in violation of this paragraph constitutes a separate offense.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__80661ca7_39b2_4ab3_b76c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__31863a56_e1c4_491e_afdc_6559][bookmark: _PAR__7_c489002c_c2f0_4359_9b0f_440ae7bf][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c8b900d3_c88a_4dee_8ae]B.  A retail establishment containing a pharmacy is ineligible for a retail tobacco license. A retail establishment containing a pharmacy that engages in retail sales, including retail sales through vending machines or in free distribution of tobacco products, and sells, keeps for sale or gives away in the course of trade any tobacco products to anyone commits a civil violation for which a fine of not more than $2,000 may be adjudged. Each day a retail establishment containing a pharmacy is in violation of this paragraph constitutes a separate offense. 
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__f60eabcd_3a36_4d97][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__83b200e0_c53d_4d3b_aca8_3][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__02367c4b_3592_4496_afc1_bc][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__58c98919_5649_4aff]Sec. 3.  36 MRSA §4366-A, sub-§2, as amended by PL 2025, c. 388, Pt. E, §4 and affected by §6, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e72d1558_8c69_4303_8434][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c079199b_d0e6_4907_b5a4_5e6][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4c6c0f2c_d0b3_4d69_99][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f3a58f84_9ae2_4178_9e5][bookmark: _REV__efcdf92c_f8ec_4a0b_aa23_801f551ebc]2.  Provided to sellers.  The State Tax Assessor shall provide stamps to a licensed distributor upon submission by the licensed distributor of a cigarette tax return in a form prescribed by the assessor. The stamps must be of a design suitable to be affixed to packages of cigarettes as evidence of the payment of the tax imposed by this chapter.  The assessor may permit a licensed distributor to pay for the stamps within 30 days after the date of purchase, if a bond satisfactory to the assessor in an amount not less than 50% of the sale price of the stamps has been filed with the assessor conditioned upon payment for the stamps.  Such a distributor may continue to purchase stamps on a 30-day deferral basis only if it remains current with its cigarette tax obligations. The assessor may not sell additional stamps to a distributor that has failed to pay in full within 30 days for stamps previously purchased until such time as the overdue payment is received.  The assessor shall sell cigarette stamps to licensed distributors at the following discounts from their face value:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__980dc779_1c9c_4138_a09a][bookmark: _REV__dd5758b4_9e26_4c0a_8bcb_e29719c02f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b2b40c0a_5473_4fd5_9e60_4d6d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0f840ced_00bc_4eaa_b56]D.  For stamps at the face value of 175 mills, the discount rate is 0.66%.
[bookmark: _EFFECTIVE_CLAUSE__f1b8f47c_f37c_413e_91][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__a9640b70_c0c4_4dbe_a7fc_e2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__041744ed_3db4_4ab8]Sec. 4.  Effective date. This Act takes effect April 1, 2026.
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