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_____
S.P. 634 - L.D. 1602
An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Stakeholder Group Convened by the Emergency Medical Services' Board on Financial Health of Ambulance Services
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__3c0f53be_75e8_4d98_915][bookmark: _PAR__1_55ae91e0_7801_44e2_907a_ca784cf8][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__b119ed37_6924_4806_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__cd9b7a1f_a97e_44bd][bookmark: _PAR__2_2d388140_e79a_4918_b8b1_a0f7e4cb][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d53aef9a_6b06_44b6_bf6b_d][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__7f4fbda7_6aac_4d85_a2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__84f64673_1b4b_475e]Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §8712, sub-§2, as amended by PL 2021, c. 423, Pt. A, §6, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2cc90f0b_2057_42a7_9ff6][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__27e55c12_1335_454c_aa0b_829][bookmark: _PAR__3_5ffec52f_3edf_453f_8f4f_953be1b2][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a8492deb_eee5_4b50_bf][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5129847a_d7c4_4e07_998][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__86cc6bf8_be96_477e_b23][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__4aa6b969_88af_4438_83c][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__0ac88033_87f5_4626_90f]2.  Payments.  The organization shall create a publicly accessible interactive website that presents reports related to payments for services rendered by health care facilities and practitioners to residents of the State.  The services presented must include, but not be limited to, imaging, preventative health, radiology, surgical services, ambulance services, comparable health care services as defined in Title 24‑A, section 4318‑A, subsection 1, paragraph A and other services that are predominantly elective and may be provided to a large number of patients who do not have health insurance or are underinsured.  The website must also be constructed to display prices paid by individual commercial health insurance companies, 3rd-party administrators and, unless prohibited by federal law, governmental payors.  Beginning October 1, 2012, price information posted on the website must be posted semiannually and beginning October 1, 2022 must be posted annually, must display the date of posting and, when posted, must be current to within 12 months of the date of submission of the information.  Payment reports and price information posted on the website must include data submitted by payors with regard to all health care facilities and practitioners that provide comparable health care services as defined in Title 24‑A, section 4318‑A, subsection 1, paragraph A or services for which the organization reports data pertaining to the statewide average price pursuant to this subsection or Title 24‑A, section 4318‑B.  Upon notice made by a health care facility or practitioner that data posted by the organization pertaining to that facility or practitioner is inaccurate or incomplete, the organization shall remedy the inaccurate or incomplete data within the earlier of 30 days of receipt of the notice and the next posting date.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__0b7468f9_a1ea_47c3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d9a89690_2853_4f9b_9dbd_d][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__699db066_4655_4aa1_8a93_d0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__ba84200e_e6ca_4db7]Sec. 2.  24-A MRSA §4303-F, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 241, §3, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__7740e1f3_afbb_4186_9ed2_fa0c][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e244525f_a607_49d3_96b0][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__641411be_ee2d_4804_ae]§4303-F.  Reimbursement for ambulance services and participation of ambulance service providers in carrier networks
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f10fec46_5fd4_4ca7_a14e][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c67094a9_eb16_459d_bd87_449][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__cec822a0_97c0_419c_96][bookmark: _REV__26d7ecba_4318_4618_984f_6845e52481][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e064301c_cd3e_4612_b5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c5122b0a_9058_4666_96][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__10b3e124_ec0b_4bf4_a7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e0e316c7_9a03_471e_80d][bookmark: _REV__70521a30_975c_4f83_958e_bfdb33dd32][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__63cfaaa2_91c5_42b8_a4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0f80f6b3_2036_4554_b6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f2bc397d_507d_4a50_b9][bookmark: _REV__f3e6fdf7_90ff_42f7_ac42_85d6de60f2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cbcd0518_375e_441b_94][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__22ac6dba_82b4_4b23_a1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9e9e75b2_79cd_4a52_9a]1.  Reimbursement for ambulance services.  Until December 31, 2023, with With respect to a bill for covered emergency services rendered by an ambulance service provider, a carrier shall reimburse the ambulance service provider or enrollee, as applicable, as follows.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__419c16bd_c4ce_42dd_b093][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__70c14b62_a139_4cfc_8c3c_f198][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__173fc1f9_08fd_4ae5_baf][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__bcb6c4dd_1b97_4406_b19]A.  If the ambulance service provider participates in the carrier's network, the carrier shall reimburse at the ambulance service provider's rate or 200% of the Medicare rate for that service, whichever is less, plus any adjustment required by paragraph C.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a50a8021_8d4c_4c13_b5b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f88b60da_8d5a_4ffd_978a_9c68][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4d66bfb6_b6bc_42d1_adb][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__70b5e701_f7d9_4977_a9e]B.  If the ambulance service provider is an out-of-network provider, the carrier shall reimburse at the ambulance service provider's rate or 180% of the Medicare rate for that service, whichever is less, plus any adjustment required by paragraph C.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f9559a77_5831_402e_bae7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__60944842_4c03_4563_8a01_898d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__83c32ea1_b207_474f_957]C.  If the ambulance service provider is located in a rural or super rural area as designated by the federal Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services and eligible for additional Medicare reimbursement for services that were provided to a Medicare enrollee, the carrier shall increase the reimbursement to that ambulance service provider in the same amount as the additional Medicare reimbursement.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e22bca4d_82a9_435b_8345][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d4525dd0_6e9c_4817_8bb0_e60a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3b9ff6a3_35c9_4f1f_adc]D.  If, on the effective date of this subsection, an ambulance service provider's charge for ambulance services is below 200% of the Medicare rate for that service, the ambulance service provider may not increase the charge for that service by more than 5% annually.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2285f7e0_3b1a_407e_b9d2][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2c40938e_dee0_4531_97a3_5549][bookmark: _REV__1a4c8f56_83db_4019_b6ac_06feca15b8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__95886ada_b1ad_44bd_96][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__10a0ae43_02fc_4fa2_a7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a74f499c_a035_4121_87][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a575ac4b_d1bc_42f9_ada]E.  A carrier may not require an ambulance service provider to obtain prior authorization before transporting an enrollee to a hospital, between hospitals or from a hospital to a nursing home, hospice care facility or other health care facility, as defined in Title 22, section 328, subsection 8.
[bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fede9eff_8632_4c05_a9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__284a7ea1_674d_40b9_90f][bookmark: _REV__24d9a164_cb29_4797_bbd2_053a20b386][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__adcf4f9a_689d_441b_be][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0c53dfac_8b01_47bb_ac][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__faf93c0b_9028_43e8_be72_8882]This subsection is repealed December 31, 2023.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5b237e1a_809b_40a7_85e9_2bce][bookmark: _REV__843472e3_06e7_4e24_8bab_a2b0dd2f64][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__79ab3b2d_93d2_4143_aa][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__03a7d16a_3309_4a36_a0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7d54bfa9_ff4b_4ce7_85e]Notwithstanding this subsection, a carrier is not required to reimburse an ambulance service provider at the reimbursement rates required in this subsection for covered services delivered through community paramedicine in accordance with Title 32, section 84, subsection 4 and a carrier may require an ambulance service provider to obtain prior authorization before providing services through community paramedicine.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__80e0742f_d831_47f3_be62][bookmark: _REV__98d40f5e_76ba_4aeb_acdb_7c14f8cb51][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b842cf08_56e0_4d60_97][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__01f1a6d1_19c5_46d9_be1a_20f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ac5e749f_eb13_498b_b4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c63dfb4a_8fc1_47e7_9c0]1-A.  Reimbursement for nontransport services.  With respect to a health plan with an effective date on or after January 1, 2024, when an ambulance service provider responds to a call for emergency services and an enrollee refuses transport to a hospital, a carrier shall reimburse that ambulance service provider for any services other than transport provided to the enrollee as follows.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b225d6de_a1fa_4666_a81f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a34e9590_ebf5_4fe5_a5ff_bc1d][bookmark: _REV__677cea0b_7774_4dde_9843_59aa1c4c99][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ff8efed2_b309_484d_8b2]A.  If the ambulance service provider participates in the carrier's network, the carrier shall reimburse the ambulance service provider at the ambulance service provider's rate or 200% of the average of the Medicare rate for basic life support services and the Medicare rate for advanced life support services, whichever is less, plus any adjustment required by paragraph C.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0e316f95_503a_489e_8794][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__60d8a084_73d2_4e3a_834b_6ab2][bookmark: _REV__831cac64_3057_4433_8724_023372de98][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8f78f73d_f3f6_458b_a0d]B.  If the ambulance service provider is an out-of-network provider, the carrier shall reimburse the ambulance service provider at the ambulance service provider's rate or 180% of the average of the Medicare rate for basic life support services and the Medicare rate for advanced life support services, whichever is less, plus any adjustment required by paragraph C.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f7871ee2_796c_43bd_96c7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4b9c319a_9781_451e_b9ab_73bc][bookmark: _REV__20f861ce_fc01_4043_9752_30ac1c84bb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__49680912_b4fa_4b16_85a]C.  If the ambulance service provider is located in a rural or super rural area as designated by the federal Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services and eligible for additional Medicare reimbursement for services that were provided to a Medicare enrollee, the carrier shall increase the reimbursement to that ambulance service provider in the same amount as the additional Medicare reimbursement.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__aafb2708_0b82_4c21_850c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5e006156_09e5_464f_83e0_a33e][bookmark: _REV__2cd39951_be8e_4f23_bf29_e26e2c8bd7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__be392e51_1883_4f0d_bca]D.  If, on the effective date of this subsection, an ambulance service provider's rate for ambulance services is below 200% of the average of the Medicare rate for basic life support and advanced life support services, the ambulance service provider may not increase the rate for that service by more than 5% annually.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__65721ed7_c49d_43b8_8e7c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__b117ae79_28d7_404e_bdfc_098][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e93f2c58_8c11_48d7_bf][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9fa08f67_3f96_4f87_aa1]2.  Network participation; standard contract.  A carrier shall offer a standard contract to all ambulance service providers willing to participate in the carrier's provider network with the following provisions:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__15b958ad_359f_4f1d_80a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7e101f8c_39c6_4158_aa65_9768][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5e52f516_1622_42c1_833][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__a8ee4827_add2_40c2_b25][bookmark: _REV__c75f31ab_549c_465d_8a85_d8df52dff8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7eea1d35_9a64_49ad_b7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4a329240_119f_4b2e_8c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d65731d3_d4f6_4f4d_b1][bookmark: _REV__4647e0b9_4072_44ea_bb20_669ddf0146][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e02da722_3b17_4217_ad][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b0de3f7d_03dd_42b5_b3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a565adab_999a_452d_98]A.  The reimbursement rate paid for ambulance services conforms to the requirements of subsection 1.;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a609b365_789c_41ca_b53][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6ce8d489_f66d_4502_ad39_c387][bookmark: _REV__7e11aef7_d242_4266_8b54_1ec4c09c54][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b65432dd_5ead_4540_bd][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__68d95989_a42f_4fe4_a3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e026de88_654f_49d8_af]This paragraph is repealed December 31, 2023;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2f019e26_d6b8_4b63_9b11][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e3a110c3_291d_449b_886e_33bf][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c89f874f_f6ec_4c68_9d7]B.  The contract term is for a minimum of 24 months;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__19c8f233_9335_4319_b425][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__fc3dba73_f196_4d1b_b7ff_b892][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ca7839c2_bfd5_4814_b97]C.  The contract may be terminated as long as the party seeking to terminate the contract provides at least 180 days' prior notice; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4d76733c_0cd3_4d40_9f2f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a9ca29ba_b19d_4d8e_b19f_147a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__92079f22_e4db_41b6_856]D.  The contract provides that an ambulance service provider has a minimum of 120 days to submit a claim.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0d2063e0_5f92_47ad_86f0][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__2d3ad581_c055_4e63_bafc_b3d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__12690234_c54b_4a4b_a8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c0faa074_3999_4e40_9e5]3.  Exemption.  This section does not apply to air ambulance services.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8ea9811b_5b90_40e6_9231][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2d8c52b1_f64d_453d_89][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b8d93a87_6664_4487_9b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d340418c_d698_43e9_aa][bookmark: _REV__dbfb14ed_175c_4a8d_b260_13c63f6abe][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__5947ff62_adac_4984_90ac_7d2][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__aac3b6c8_be35_4710_b9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e0f49f94_d515_4d65_8bd]4.  Medical necessity.  A carrier shall consider the requirements of the federal Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services related to medical necessity of ambulance services when establishing the carrier's own policies and guidelines related to the medical necessity and reasonableness of covered services provided by ambulance service providers.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__6fbeecb4_54ea_4d2f_9a74_9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__a18d6be2_0c32_43a1][bookmark: _PAR__14_4854cc89_d4a2_4e98_a720_53632d1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__91c989da_c94e_4764]Sec. 3.  32 MRSA §88, sub-§2, ¶L, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 241, §5 and reallocated by RR 2021, c. 2, Pt. A, §113, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__82311f77_b1e6_4018_955a][bookmark: _PAR__15_40b03e0c_b8f0_4c7e_8f93_e67fcda][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1027b690_07bc_47d6_92d5_7c39][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__343d2500_535b_4142_a03][bookmark: _PAR__1_4c2fd126_46dd_46f6_8559_51a69a92]L.  The board shall establish by rule a program for collecting and reporting cost and performance metrics related to emergency medical treatment services, including ambulance services.  The cost and performance metrics for ambulance services adopted in rule must include, at a minimum, data on the volume of services provided per capita and per square mile of geographic area, the type of entity, the payer mix, the impact on length of stay in a health care facility due to lack of available ambulance transport, demographics on personnel and level of licensure, the number of vacancies and the number of volunteer hours dedicated to emergency medical services.  Rules adopted pursuant to this paragraph are routine technical rules pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.
[bookmark: _APPROP_SECTION__222d6085_47ff_4fc3_a5c9][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e8bc5b3d_c9d7_4531_bb3e_d0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__8dd88b05_e860_4c24]Sec. 4.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
PUBLIC SAFETY, DEPARTMENT OF
Emergency Medical Services 0485
Initiative: Establishes one limited-period Management Analyst I position and provides appropriations for related costs to collect and report cost and performance information related to emergency services. This position begins November 1, 2023 and ends June 7, 2025.
	GENERAL FUND
	2023-24
	2024-25

	Personal Services
	$51,878
	$82,151

	All Other
	$5,000
	$5,000

	 
	__________
	__________

	GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	$56,878
	$87,151
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