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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-FIVE
_____
S.P. 516 - L.D. 1287
An Act to Support Workforce Development by Establishing the Housing Stability Fund
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__ed0861e0_eead_4422_9dc][bookmark: _PAR__1_5e961387_a507_4976_ac75_a2aaf35e][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__d579b6cf_e577_44e1_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__5d6681d3_def4_421b][bookmark: _PAR__2_9cc268ae_ea95_4cd4_9a01_f9b21149][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__2cd390fc_e561_4c9b_be34_2][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__9d554bef_9357_4931_b5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__8b74d40d_7a94_4ea0]Sec. 1.  30-A MRSA c. 201, sub-c. 3-D is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SC__307e7943_0559_418e_b0d0_9da][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bb1354c0_86c1_452b_ae2e]SUBCHAPTER 3-D
[bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2471ae48_d14b_44fc_a0]HOUSING STABILITY SUPPORT
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__602bfc5c_1766_4b31_aee4_5d19][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3071cc96_3089_4f0e_850f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__43ef16ca_be35_4aad_9b]§4768.  Housing Stability Support Program
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__cce87aa8_6560_4555_8ed7_e1fa][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e80cfbac_035a_4fd8_b06]The Housing Stability Support Program, referred to in this subchapter as "the program," is established within the Maine State Housing Authority.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8db0b627_9414_41cd_a609][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__e17a2324_f214_48f7_a7e3_767][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__cca58201_d569_451a_9c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__99d4c50e_05db_42bd_a77]1.  Program.  The program provides assistance to prevent eviction of renters with household incomes of less than 30% of the median income for the area as defined by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development under the United States Housing Act of 1937, Public Law 75-412, 50 Stat. 888, Section 8, as amended.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cc2f34e8_1c22_4683_a0ae][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__81cc0f91_4b5b_46f4_99bf_161][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f0cc2173_06f7_4a80_b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__236c47d8_bd22_48e1_9f8][bookmark: _REV__3cb2be3d_07db_4330_9295_7b5466b621][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__109a9504_3594_4071_80][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b30a0fb6_a6fe_4963_88]2.  Administration.  The Maine State Housing Authority shall delegate administration of the program and provide appropriate funding to one or more of the following: a designated community action agency as described by Title 22, section 5324; a municipal housing authority; or any other qualified entity as determined by the Maine State Housing Authority, including but not limited to a community-based organization. An entity delegated to administer the program must demonstrate experience as an administrator of similar programs and have the ability to provide job-seeking assistance to renters who benefit from the program.  An entity delegated to administer the program shall develop a method of verifying a person's eligibility for rental assistance every 6 months after initial approval.  An entity delegated to administer the program shall limit administrative costs to 10% or less of an allocation received from the fund and keep the total cost of program delivery and administrative costs to 25% or less of an allocation received from the fund.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2ab6b3e4_4344_4dce_aa08][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__58e044f7_630d_4154_97][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9fba91b5_e834_469f_9f][bookmark: _REV__05621d65_d1b3_4537_a0c3_9325d20d61][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f5198b25_c7d0_4cca_b5b0_369][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__97c21f79_0ad0_4d60_bb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7a3642c1_5022_4423_bba]3.  Program delivery and operations.  The program must include funding and capacity for adequate staffing to support program delivery and operations, facilitate wraparound and navigation services and provide essential stability and case management critical to the success of program participants. An entity delegated to administer the program must be capable of serving a diverse population, including persons with limited proficiency in the English language and from a wide range of cultural backgrounds, and must possess demonstrated experience administering similar programs, including supplemental rental assistance and housing navigation programs. Staff members must substantially participate in ensuring equitable access and program compliance and in connecting renters with broader supports that promote long-term housing stability and workforce participation.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__acb21182_f1cc_4f7c_b0e0][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__6f42e332_cfb6_47d0_9569_404][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__54f812bc_7a09_487e_97][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ea1bdc27_2c9e_4c16_9a6][bookmark: _REV__2992ef13_4bb5_4726_81ec_b2b7200a86][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__20c3944b_29ce_4fd8_ab]4.  Form and amount of assistance.  Assistance provided under the program is limited to $3,000 per household per calendar year. Assistance must be paid directly to the program participant's landlord in an amount not to exceed $300 per month, except when the assistance payment is for a security deposit required for a new lease or rental agreement. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__12938065_5334_4a30_bd46][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__b5589958_26ed_4479_a8f7_874][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__7598c492_a7f5_4409_9d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__06793bde_5cbe_4158_a55]5.  Eligibility.  A person eligible for assistance under the program must:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1749cfb2_1c24_4150_b8ec][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0706a59f_6db4_45a9_9998_3203][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__54551d81_b311_4773_9a9]A. At the time of application, earn less than 30% of the median income for the area as defined by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development under the United States Housing Act of 1937, Public Law 75-412, 50 Stat. 888, Section 8, as amended;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__55ede539_c86c_476c_be50][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__873083da_c29c_4ebd_a664_3b32][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2960c62f_8cf9_4a00_9d0]B. At the time of application, not be using a federal housing voucher to pay rent or live in a subsidized housing unit;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7675eb30_1a2d_4081_bb75][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0fa56009_e4be_46e4_829f_d87b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ac146249_96b0_41be_854]C. Provide proof of a current landlord-tenant relationship, such as a lease or other documentation sufficient to demonstrate a landlord-tenant relationship, to an entity delegated to administer the program; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b53278de_be1c_479f_be7f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7a051d95_de1a_4208_80f4_ee14][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4f738101_bdd9_42dd_90c]D. Have a rental payment within the standard rental payment amount as determined by the housing authority of jurisdiction.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__8a7a9532_55dd_4ce5_9f33_9733][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__527385ae_cf2b_4285_8680][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__780a6ce4_8ecd_4026_be]§4769.  Housing Stability Fund
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__dfb4b2a6_ae69_4ee5_b218][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__008331b7_58ed_49b4_842a_b1f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__8b8a810f_443c_4e8c_9a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__563ee363_7f0b_48e8_b10]1.  Establishment.  The Housing Stability Fund, referred to in this subchapter as "the fund," is established within the Maine State Housing Authority for the purpose of supporting the program.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e277cc63_97c8_4c84_a280][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__8bd0def5_eefa_49f7_a82e_74c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__8502e56d_49d7_4468_93][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ea26e224_d94d_4a26_81c]2.  Sources of fund.  The fund may receive money from any available state, federal or private source.  The fund may not lapse but must be carried forward to carry out the purposes of this subchapter.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__bcf58678_9cbd_4303_ac32_1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__b11bdb82_672b_457a][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__887bbf47_4a7d_4ce5_9018][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__f5c00460_af2d_463a_ac13][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__386c2e42_7287_4d9c_9b04_96][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__32d90b9e_b7aa_42a5]Sec. 2.  36 MRSA §4641-B, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 2001, c. 559, Pt. I, §4 and affected by §15, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__02b7597d_47fb_415c_ace5][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__6b3fc25e_33b4_42f5_8d1a_36a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f0e7ff0e_920b_49a7_95][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0b839f9d_6d00_40d9_965][bookmark: _REV__99b5e95a_816d_44cf_99b5_261da0e7d8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f53b97d3_9cde_4bb6_9b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8e6f69d0_07ff_4846_87][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__1d030242_b661_4679_af2]3.  Disposition of funds.  Each register of deeds shall, on or before the 10th day of each month, pay over to the State Tax Assessor 90% of the tax collected pursuant to this section during the previous month.  The remaining 10% must be retained for the county by the register of deeds and accounted for to the county treasurer as reimbursement for services rendered by the county in collecting the tax, except that, for fiscal years 2025-26 and 2026-27, each register of deeds shall, on or before the 10th day of each month, pay over to the State Tax Assessor 90.8% of the tax collected pursuant to this section during the previous month.  The remaining 9.2% must be retained for the county by the register of deeds and accounted for to the county treasurer as reimbursement for services rendered by the county in collecting the tax.  If the tax collected is not paid over by the 10th day of the month, the State Tax Assessor may impose interest pursuant to section 186.
[bookmark: _APPROP_SECTION__63b04766_6f39_43bf_b10b][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__f249da63_e09e_4e6e_ac3d_f6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__07b75c5c_5bc0_4926]Sec. 3.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
HOUSING AUTHORITY, MAINE STATE
Housing Stability Fund N517
Initiative: Provides one-time funding for the Housing Stability Support Program to provide support for eviction prevention.
	GENERAL FUND
	2025-26
	2026-27

	All Other
	$1,000,000
	$1,000,000

	 
	__________
	__________

	GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	$1,000,000
	$1,000,000


Housing Stability Fund N517
Initiative: Provides a base allocation for use if outside funds are received from private sources.
	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	2025-26
	2026-27

	All Other
	$500
	$500

	 
	__________
	__________

	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	$500
	$500


 
	HOUSING AUTHORITY, MAINE STATE
	 
	 

	DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	2025-26
	2026-27

	 
	 
	 

	GENERAL FUND
	$1,000,000
	$1,000,000

	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	$500
	$500

	 
	__________
	__________

	DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	$1,000,500
	$1,000,500
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